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IN TEE SUPREME COURT OF TEE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,’ LT 1913 
. n 
af 7 c a PN 
ORIENTAL ESOTERIC CENTER OF THE 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,. 
4 Corporation, et al, 


Plaintiffs; 


V. 


tr 
Gan 


HENRY N. STOKES, ol 
Defendant. 


EQUITY NO. 21,217. 


HENRY N. STOKES, , 


Cros8-plaintiff, E 
v. | 
ORIENTAL ESOTERIC CENTER OP 7 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
A Corporation, et al, 


* — — — — ee Wee — — —.—- 2 


Cross-defendants. ~ 


— — — o ae (RUE mm mum Gees — im 


The defendant, Henry N. Stokes, oross-plaintiff herein, 


Joins issue upon the answer to the cross-bill filed in the 


above entitled cause. 


IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF on .. 
A, of “1979 
— 


ORIENTAL ESOTERIC CENTER OF THE 7 Ps LE se 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, : E OE VE. 
A Corporation, et 41. | ) a omn 
[Ln Plaintiffs, . j rie 
11 € ^ EQUITY NO. 31,317 
vs. ) E : 

HENRY N. STOKES, ETE ) M i 

Defendant. j o oa 

ORDER 


Upon consideration of the — the defendant to the c 
rule to show oause issued herein on the 3d day of October, 1912, 
as well as of all the pleadings filed and all the proceedings 
0 had herein, and after argument by counsel for the respeotive. 
parties, it is by the Court this / ? Z rey of January, A. D., 
1913, ORDERED that the said rule to show cause be, and the same 


hereby is discharged. 


vus à -y EN 


HENRY H. STOKES, 


E nu ; Oriental Esoteric Library; a Why he should not turn aren add bare to said 


| plaintiffs their library business; and why he should not account to 


3111 of Complaint; provided a copy of this Order and Bill of Complaint 


—— — — — See: — — — — me eg e $ i 


In THE SUPREME COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


ORIENTAL ESOTERIC CENTER of the 
UNITED STAWES OF AMERICA, 
A Corporation, 
ORIENTAL ESOTERIC SOCIETY of the 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
A Corporation, 
ORIENTAL ESOTERIC LIBRARY of the 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
" A Corporation, and the 
ORIENTAL ESOTERIC LIBRARY, 
A Corporation, 
Plaintiffa, 


one 


* — V. 


i 8 south m : : 
— — — eus? Gua? Que quei ces iust? . ca? cu QuasP Qu? Qf 


* „ Defendant. 


ez E 
Upon consideration of the verified Bill of Compla int filed 


herein, with itstherein stated prayers for relief and Exhibits, this 

3d T of October, 1912; it is this sd day of October, 1912, | 
ORDERED, that the said defendant, Henry N. Stokes, show cause, 

if any he Bis; on Friday, the 18th instant, at 10:00 o'clock, A. Me, 


LT he should not be restrained from the further use of ee ae? o d 
Reeves hotl met be a re K Ct harge 


l 
e 


said plaintiffs for the moneys received by him as their Librarian sinc 


the Fall of 1905, in accordance with the prayers of said plaintiffs‘ 


be served on the said defendant on or before the 4th instant. 


BY THE COURT: 


L 


Justice, 


/ plaintiffs their library business; ena "y he should not account to 


| said plaintiffs for the moneys 8864 78 by him as their Librarian since 


oa s- 


IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THZ DISTRICT OF e 
EED 
ORIENTAL ESOTERIC CENTER of the 2 Cg. 
UNITED STAWES OF AMERICA, ) AE, e° 197 
A Corporation, ) 45. z 
ORIENTAL ESOTERIC SOCIETY of tho 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) 
A Corporatioj, ) . 
ORIENTAL ESOTERIC LIBRARY of the ^) EQUITY HO. 3 /.3 / P d 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) 
A Corporation, and the ) 
ORIENTAL ESOTERIC LIBRARY, ) 
$ A Corporation, ) 
‘Plaintiffs, ) 
Be: ee — ) 
E 
HENRY K. STOKES, ) 
ne Defendant. ) 


i E 1 i N a 


ei E Ar 
Upon consideration of the verified Bill of Complaint filed 


herein, with itstherein stated prayers for relief and Exhibits, this 
Sd oy: of October, 1912; it is this 3d day of October, 1912, 


ORDERED, that the said defendant, Henry N. Stokes, show cause, 


if any he has, on Friday, the 18th instant, at 10:00 o'clock, A. Me, 


| 

why he should not be restrained from the further use of plaintiff. { 
erre pis met be aee aL b GK hore henge d] Ons . L 
Oriental Esoteric Library; away he should not turn over to said | 
i 
| 
! 


the Fall of 1905, in accordance with the prayers of said pleintiffg' | 
Bill of Complaint; provided a copy of. this Order and Bill of Complaint 


be served on the said defendant on or before the 4th instant. D | 


BY THE COURT: .. 


Justice. 
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| 
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| 
| 
| 
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EQUITY NO. oy SIF 


ORIENTAL ESOTERIC CENTER of the 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

4 Corporation, et al, 
á Plaintiffs, 


HENRY N. STOKES, 
Defendant. 


ORIGINAL 
BILL OF COMPLAINT, 
and 
31 Exhibits, 


* 


2 ef 
EUGENE/C. BROKMEYER’; and 


LEONARD J. MATHER, 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs. 


nn ———— —— — —äĩ— — — 
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HENRY N. STOKES, 


To the Honorable, the Justice of said Court, 


religion -- and bring their suit herein for the protection of their cor- 


| 
sy ir i | : 
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. Ux 2 
“ORIENTAL ESOTERIC CENTER of the LED . 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, = __ CCT 3- 1912 
4 Corporation, 2 
ORIENTAL ESOTERIC SOCIETY of the (UN Bee 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, | ab" j 
A Cọrporation, A. A | 


) 

) 

) 

) 

| 

ORIENTAL ESOTERIC LIBRARY of the ) 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) EQUITY NO. // / "i 

A Corporation, and the ) 

ORIENTAL ESOTERIC LIBRARY, ) 

"^ Corporation, ) 

" PLle tnt & 2 fs,) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 


-vs- 


Defendant. 


Holding a special term in Equity. " 
Plaintiffs respectfully show: i 
l. They are corporations duly chartered and existing under , 

` and by virtue of the laws of the District of Columbia -- | 
organized for the purpose of inducing. the study of Oriental esoteric ! 
| 


philosophy and occultism, and to disseminate a knowledge of Seer 


porate nemes and work, as hereinafter more particularly appears. i 


* 2. The defendant is a citizen of the United States, a resi- . 
x . ) ! 
dent of the District of Columbia, and is sued in his own : 


right to restrain and prevent his further use of the plaintiffs' library 
business, its former incorporate and present corporate name of "Orient-. 
al Esoteric Library", and to compel said defendant to turn over to plain- 
| 
| 
" 
Americe", or "Oriental Esoteric Society of the United States of DROTU 


tiffs' corporation, "Oriental Esoteric Center of the United States of 


or "Oriental Esoteric Library of the United States of America"or "Orient- 


~ 


7 


21 Esoteric Library", or all of said plaintiffs; (as in reality, they 
are but one, with but one aim and purpose, «though of separate corpor- 


ate entity) certain library books and listed names and accounts of pa- 
-]1- 


\ \ ` i 31 


[ | 
‘trons, now unlawfully held by said defendant in his possession, or andas 
‘nie control, as hereinafter more fully appears, and further, to account 
to the plaintiff "Oriental Esoteric Center of the United States of 
America", or any or all of said plaintiffs, for all money or moneys 

In i 

received by the said defendant in trust for the said plaintiff "Oriental 


‘Esoteric Center of the United Btates of America", or any of said plain- 
h 


tiffs, or all of them, as will hereafter more fully and particularly 


‘appear and be set out herein. 


3. Plaintiffs,"Orientel Esoteric Center of the United 
States of America"and"Oriental Esoteric Society of 
tho United States of America", were each chartered under the laws of thé 
District of Columbia on August 23, 1910, and April 12, 1910, respective- 


ly, for the study of the occult sciences and the diffusion of such know- 


i 
ledge; while plaintiffs, “Oriental Esoteric. Librery of the United States 
of America" and the "Oriental Esoteric Library" were likewise chartered . 


under the laws of the District of Columbia on May 31, 1912, and August . 


| 
94 1932, respectively, for the diffusion and dissemination of esoteric | 
imowledge as embodied in the teachings and work of the "Orientel Esoteric 
Center of the United States of America" and the "Oriental Esoteric Society | 
of the United States of Imeria, by adr ot a reference, loan and sale 
library of philosophical and esoteric books, works, manuscripts and doc- 
uments, &11 of which more fully and particularly appears by reference to 
the certified copies of the charters of said corporations, which are | 
appended hereto, marked respectively "Plaintiffs' Exhibit A", "Plaintiffe' 
Exhibit B" and "Plaintiffs' Exhibit C", and "Plaintiffs' Exhibit D", and 
which are prayed to be considered as a part of this Original Bill of 


complaint as though fully and at large set out herein. 


| 

| 

4. As it appears from the "Plaintiffs' Exhibits C and D* 
and as will hereinafter more fully appear, these two | 


latter referred to incorporations were had for the better purpose of 


preserving to plaintiffs their own departmental library, its name and 


— nmm 


ais 


business which they and their predecessor or predecessors in interest 
| 


"had theretofore placed in trust with the defendant herein named, Henry 
155 Stokes, and under his personal charge and control, he then being a 
j . l i 

member of the unincorporated "Center", by appointing him their trusted 


` Mbrarian, and said defendant, becoming thereby vested with full power 
or direct inn and control of this integral part of che work of the 

: "Center", (which later and under authorization from said "Center" was 
carried on by said "Society") gradually appropriated to his own per- 


sonal use not only the Library, consisting as it does of books, man- 


uscripts, etc., on esoteric culture, oriental philosophy and occultism, E 
on psychical research and allied subjects, worth many thousands of 


dollars, with the accompanying trust fund created from the loaning and | 
sale of said library books, but as well plaintiffs' name of the "6rient- | 
al Esoteric Library," together with its telephone, mailing and subscrip- 
tion lists, and indeed everything pertaining to the "Library's" bisiueis. 


‘as will hereinafter more fully appear. 


i 
{ 
i 

un 

5. The purpose and work as carried on hy the above re- pt 

ferred to four plaintiff corporations had being long 

before it received its corporate mantle, for in October of 1902, the 7 

Oriental Esoteric Center was founded in the District of Columbia as a | 

semi-religious voluntary association by Dr. A. de Sarak, under the 

presidency of Mrs. S. F. Fitzgerald. Hiss A. E. Marsland, its present 

President, was then its Secretary. Its official organ, "The Radiant 


Truth", issued from the then headquarters of the "Center" at 1443 Corcoran 


Street, N. W. In January of 1904, the founder, Dr. de Sarak left the ' 
District of Columbia and returned to Europe, leaving the work in the 
hands of Miss Harsland, who has since had charge of it, and as president, 
both before and since the aforesaid incorporation, hes directed and 
carried it on to the present date, first at 1622 Sixteenth Street, 


| 
i 
1 i 


Northwest, and afterwards, and until quite recently, at 1443 Q Street, 


Northwest, 


6. On or about May 22d, 1904, the representative of the 


Oriental Esoteric Center (still unincorporated) 


— — — —— 


leaflet, which has been since designated and referred to as the 


* 
k 
i 


{ 
t 
| 
| 
founded at Washington, D. C.,& weekly bulletin in form a one-page CN 
: "Bulletin of the Oriental Esoteric Center", to be used as the official 
c organ of the Work, and which has since continuously been so used, and m 
i ; 5 
' has through various changes, come down to its present-day form, as : 


| 
| 
] 


an eight-page leaflet. 


1905 in Miss Marsland's residence at 1443 Q Street, 
i ! 


aure 
7. | The"Center's" library was started in the Fall of | 2d 
Northwest, by students attending her then open talks; and as an aid | 
1 


I 
1 
U 
1 


to this form of instruction, and in the endeavor to meet the great 
demand for books and literature to serve as collateral reading thereto, 
the nucleus to the then existing library now claimed by the defendant , 


herein as his own, was formed. Mrs. S. F. Fitsgerald , Miss Fannie | 


t 
i 
1 


C. Willis, Mrs. Margaret M. Bailey, Mr. F. A. Wood, Dr. H. M. Wood- ; 
ward, Mr. and Mrs. Goodall, Mr. P. J. Goding, Mrs. Virginia Peacock, | | 
the Misses Benson, Miss Leonard, Mrs. Kadi Henderson, Dr. H. N. Stokes, 
Miss Marsland, and many others gave their books on esoteric subjects 

for this purpose, to the "Center", and thereupon the "Center" definite- 

ly announced both at the time, afterwards, and continuously up to | 
the present time, that all gifts to the library, and loans of books 
or manuscripts, would be held for the benefit of the "Center's" 


library, and that all dues and receipts were to be put into a trust 


fund, which was to be for the sole purpose of buying new books for 


the library, so as to increase the collection of books, etc., and 


| 
enlarge plaintiffs’ sphere of work as aforesaid, through the efforts | 
of the librarian, said defendant, whom the plaintiffs and their | 
| 


predecessor in interest, the unincorporated "Oriental Esoterio Head 


-4- 


Center of Washington, D. C.) had,on or about October of 1905, placed 
in charge of said library work, with its accompanying trust fund, 
and who accepted said trust position, and thereafter took charge | 
and control of said library and trust fünd, and acted in apparent 
fulfillment of the trust then reposed in him up until a comparative- 


ly short time since. 


8. Said defendant at the time aforesaid, viz., in the 
Fall of 1905, was a student under Miss Marsland, 
the official ponressntative of the "Center", .and he, said defend- 
ant, was then placed by the "Center" in charge of its library, which 


had been started as aforesaid, as an adjunct of the "Center's" work. 


À set of library rules was formulated by Miss Marsland, aided by 

Mrs. Margaret M. Bailey and the defendant herein, and the library, ! 
known originally as the "Oriental Esoteric Center Library", or for 
brevity's sake sometimes called the Library of the O. E. C. , 

was declared open to borrowers. Later yet, on the 17th day of May, 
1910, the Oriental Esoteric Center's Library, (which was at that 
time associated or affiliated with the "Society", to fücilitate the 
carrying on of its work as aforesaid) , assumed for general every- 


day usage the name of the "Oriental Esoteric Library", as more cer- 


tainly and at large appears from Bulletins of May 15, 1910,and May 
20, 1910, which are attached as an Exhibit to this Bill, marked 
"Plaintiffs! Exhibit E" and prayed to be considered as a part of 


this Bill as though fully and at large set out herein. 


| | 
| | 
| 
| 


| 5 
; 9. The objeot and purpose of establishing this library as an 

a | adjunct to the work of the "Center" was to increase and 
1 


| enlarge the "Center's" activity, usefulness and sphere of action, and 
h É 


l . 
thns bring out and ripen its work into a more perfect and complete 


. fruition. Since, and until quite recently, the said defendant as said 


[ 
i 


l | 
! librarian of the "Center", has retained and hed furl charge and contrél 


of this department of the "Center's" work, although actively assisted 


, in the early days by the other members, and likewise guided by the 


l 

| "Center" as it would make known to its librarian from time to time 
I . 
V 


| 

Er 
what special reference books might be needed in order thet it might E ie 
direct the character and tone of these acquisitions in the upbuilding | 


of its library. The ssid defendant, in the name of the Center“, and | i 
| although ostensibly acting as its officer and for its benefit, has | 


been gradually edging away from this position to one where he might 
| 


personally enjoy and reep the benefit and prosrerity of this branch of. 

| the "Center's" activity, and although he has collected dues, received : 
moneys from the loan or sale of books, and has likewise solicited and | 
received contributions in books and money, all as librarian of the : 
"Center", for the advancapent of the "Center" and its upbuilding, he : 
has broken faith with those sio trusted Him with this office, abused | 
their confidence and has used his position and office for the enlarge- 

_ nent of the library alone that he night later retain it in his possess 
sion and claim it as his own, as will nis fully hereinafter be shown. | 
| 

10. In November, 1907, the work of the Center“ having | 

grown apace, the seid defendant approached the repre- | 

sentative of the "Center" with & proposition and & suggested method 
increased, and the running expenses entirely defrayed in due course of 


time, by adding a mail~order section to the work of the "Center's" | 


1 
1 


library, to which method for the enlargement of the "Center's" work 


of operation, whereby the revenues of the "Center" might be diode 
and the meeting of its running expenses the representative of the 


unincorporated "Center" finally consented, and granted the desbred 
— . — 


| 
| 
| 


—————————— 


permission to its librarian, said defendant herein, who thereafter 


z l 


l 
: adopted and put the same into effect, which materially increased the 


| 


volume of the "Center's" revenues and work until it reached around the 


world. 


i 11. On the 24th of March, 1908, while the "Center" was stil 
| * 
| an unincorporated voluntary association, and as appears 


from its then made official Mimutes, the president, Miss Marsland, an- 


nounced that she had sent in the names of ten members to be elected to 
offices in the Council, subject to the ratification of Dr. de Sarak; 
that among these ten names appeared the name of the defendant, Dr. H. N. 
Stokes, as deputy and librarian, and subsequently under date of May 8, | 
1908, it further appears by the official Mimtes of the said "Center", | 
that said election was duly ratified and confirmed, and that the said j 
defendant accepted the trust of said librarian for the "Center", — 
by reposed in him, It further appears from said official Minutes of | 
the "Center" as last hereinabove referred to, that the said defendant | 
 then-spoke of the letters received by him as librarian of the "Center". 
showing appreciation of the receipt of the "Center's" Bulletins, and | | 
its poems and books, which then were. being circulated throughout the | | 
United States end other countries. The said librarian further apri 
to the "Center" at its then meeting, as is duly shown by its official | 
Minutes, that there —T 1 o neisa and fifty names on | 
the "Center's" Mailing Library List, and that the work was growing so | 
| rapidly as that it had become necessary for the "Center" to employ a | 
secretary permanently, It furthermore appeared in and by the said | 
Minutes that the treasurer of the "Center" the same time questioned | 
the librarian as to the methods he was employing for bringing the work’ 
of the "Center" into touch with the outlying districts, and what suc- | 
| cess he had met with; and the librarian then reported to the officers 
of the "Center" and the directors of its work, how he was managing i 


that part of same, and advised his brother officers end directors that 


the work of the "Center" was being brought into touch with these 
-7= 
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 outlying districts through notices in journals, and requests of friends, 


etc., etc., and particulars were then given by him, said defendant, 
regarding the Mailing List of the "Center", which he reported to the 
i 

| "Center" at this same meeting as then numbering a thousand names. 


: Tho Minutes of this action are signed by the defendant himself, and 
Hi : 


as well by ite then president, Miss Marsland, and its then secretary, 


i Miss Willis, - 


12. On October 5, 1909, — the "Center" still being unin- 


j corporated — the installation of officers for the next ensuing term 


, took place, and by the official Minutes of record then made, the deren 


! | 
dant was duly elected as librarian of said "Center", and again accepted 


the position and trust of librarian for said "Center". | 
} 
13. The records in the archives of the "Center" show a con- 


tinued increase in its membership, and the growth and : 
expansion of its library, and in February of 1910 its librarian made a 


special report to Dr. de Sarak, who was then the General Inspector of 


the Order, to the effect that the Center“ had two offices or bureaus; 
the » E t 
the president and/seoretary on the one hand, its librarian on the 


other; that the president and the secretary were especially concerned : 


. with the esoteric side of the work, while the said défendant, as lib- i 
: i i 
rar ian for the Center had charge of the publication of the "Center's" i 


| 
cerned with the public outside of Washington; that the said librarian i 


Bulletin, the circulation of its literature, and was especially con- 
for the "Center" carried on its propaganda Work, and after Sobecki 

| resulted, furnished its members with books; that a little more than : 

, two years before that time, the "Center" had only a small collection | 

of occult books for loaning to the residents of Washington, and that | | 
towards the end of 1907, a method had been found to loan books by mail: 


l 


of those interested, more than two thousand books were loaned every 


- 


and that since that time, and owing to the advertisenents and efforts 


month by mail, not only throughout the United States, but as well to 


-8- 


| 
| 


i foreign countries; that the "Center" paid the postage out on these 


books, and thus lent every facility to borrowers; that the total num- 


ber of books in circulation by the "Center" at that time was not much 


| less than four thousand; that some books were loaned by the "Center" 
| at its own cost, while others were loaned for a small rental and the 
i cost of mailing; that every client was permitted to buy the books he 


, had borrowed, and from this source, from the sale of new books, from 


AY AP, 
| the dues received from borrowers, and from the offerings of persons in : P 


| gratitude, the expenses of the "Center's" library were in part paidg 
k 


. that the librarian answered all calls for books, or for information, | iet 
or help, and communicated with those whose names had been given him by| 
their friends; that the weekly Bulletin of the "Center" was published | 


from the office of the librarian of the "Center" and contained teach- 


ee ———P — 


ings, editoria! notices and particulars of the work; that its circula-; | 
tion then was more than forty-six hundred copies a week, and about is. 
thousand of those who took the Bulletin were regular patrons of the | 
"Center's" library; that there were employed in the office of the 

"Center's" librarian eleven paid clerks, who gave their entire time as, i 
stenographers, librarians, —: clerks; etc., to the work, which wes 

then spreading so rapidly that this force was not enough, as every week 
there were more than two hundred new addresses brought into the library, 

and these, in turn, were corresponded with and invited to enter the ! 


"Center" and read its literature; that there was no doubt at all that 


all those working in the undertaking were doing the utmost that their 


possibilities allowed and that without any material consideration, as 
the officers were always at one in matters of general policy; all of j 
which will more particularly and at large appear by reference to the | 
excerpt from said letter from the defendant herein as the then libra- | | 
rien of the "Center", which is attached hereto, marked "Plaintiffs? | 


Exhibit F" and prayed to be considered as though at large set out herein. | 


-9- 


| | | 
i 14. The "Oriental Esoteric Society of the United States of , 


America" was incorporated April 12, 1910, on account 


D 
| 
‘principally of some differences having arisen between those in charge 
or the "Center's" work, and the original founder, Dr. de Sarak, and it 
was then deemed expedient by the "Center" and better for convenience 


| sake, to have its every-day business affairs affiliated with the 


` incorporated "Society", which since has rather attended to the temporal 


and esoteric matters pertaining to the plaintiffs’ work, or that of 


| their predecessor, as aforesaid, while the "Center" has more particulerly 


| 
' addressed itself to the management ani control of its spirituel and 
esoteric affairs, although the work and aim of both, then as always, 


have been but one, 


15. The said defendant was recognized in practice by the 
unincorporated "Center" as acting librarian for the 

incorporated "Society", as he was at the time holding the position of . 
librarian for the unincorporated "Center", and he, said defendant, con- 
timed the active management and control of the "Center's" library | 


business after the said library. became affiliated with the "Society", 


. . 
—— — — NG M — ——— me " 
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as aforesaid, which is further and moré at large shown by reference to 
the seid official Minutes of the Society of May 17, 1910, which said 


part of the Minutes, referred to as aforesaid, is attached hereto, 


1 


marked "Plaintiffs' Exhibit G" and asked to be considered as a part of, 
i 
this paragraph as though at large appearing herein, i 


— - * t 


16, Although the said defendant as an officer and director of 


both the then unincorporated "Center" end the incorporated 


"Society" was acting as librarian and trust officer first for the 
i 


"Center" and later also for the Society as aforesaid, and although by 


| 
virtue of such trust position he had full charge and control of the 
library branch of the said work, and as such librarian and trust officer 
Had acquiesced and joined in the above referred to affiliation with the 


"Society" in some of the business matters ana propaganda pertaining to 


—— — — ——— vee 


the conduct of said library work, as in the next preceding paragraph Bn 
10 | 


appears, it is the same library, with its adjuncts that the said 
defendant now retains possession of, which is now under his person- 


al management and control and which he has refused to give up to 


plaintiffs, or either of them, and which he now unlawfully claims 


be shown. 


| 17. On August 239, 1910, the then unincorporated 
} "Center" was chartered under the laws of 


} 
| 
| 
as his own personal preperty, as hereinafter more 19% tall will un 
} 
i 
the District of Columbia, with a personnel which was derived entire- , 
ly from those who had been active in the Directing Council of the |! 
"Center" when unincorporated, and wno were also trustees of the | 
"Society", One of the main reasons that actuated the incorpor- 
&tion of the "Center" was to have transferred to the body corporate | | 

in perpetuity and according to law, its corporeal possessions and 

belongings, as integral part of which was the library, its name, 

good-will and work, with its adjuncts of mailing and subscription 

lists, etc.,which had been then affiliated with its brother ie ! 
‘poration, the "Society" for the better in on of the exoteric 

branch of plaintiffs' work, and the work of their predecessors, 


as aforesaid, and accordingly, and in accordance with the direction ` 


of the laws of the unincorporated "Center" and its rules of guid- 


porated "Center" met together in regularly called meeting, des- 
ignated the incorporated "Center" successor to the unincorporated 


ance, on August 30, 1910, the foundation members of the unincor- l 
"Center?dissolved the unincorporated voluntary association of 
| 


the: "Center", and after the delegate had equitably divided the 


property among the founders therof, they incorporated as afore- 


-l11- 


| 
| 
| 


said, then transferred to the incorporated "Center" their library 


| 
| 


with its adjuncts, and, indeed, their entire shares of all the 


property at that time belonging to the said unincorporated "Center", 


Among those who signed this transferance of property rights over to | 
the plaintiff corporation, the "Üriental Esoterit Center of the 
United States of America" -- which was the successor to the unin- | 


corporated body, from whence had sprung into activity its corporate 


children, the named plaintiffs in this suit, which yet, though 

of separate existence, together remain and make up but the sum 

total of their parental origin -- was H. N. Stokes, the defendant 
herein. The library and all its adjuncts then solemnly trans- | 
ferred by the defendant and others from the unincorrorated "Center | 
to the corporate body (8s more particularly and at large appears | 
from & copy of said transferance, which is appended hereto and mark- 
ed "Plaintiffs' Exhibit H“ and paved to be taken as a part hereof | 


as though at large set out herein) is the same library and ad- 


juncts as aforesaid, which the "Center had intrusted to the direct- 
ion ami control of the defendant, and which he, said defendent, 

accepted in trust for the "Center", and which the said defendant 
now having the manual possession of, refuses to turn over to the 

"Center" or account therefor to any or all of said plaintiffs, and 

which he now claims to he his own exclusive personal property. | 

2 | 

18. That not only is the defendant's position | 

as a trast officer of the plaintiffs or | 

their predecessor, as aforesaid, to their library, adjuncts, 

and trust funds, as aforesaid, shown in its establishment and | 

existence, traced, as aforesaid, up to the Spring and Summer | 

of 1912 (when for the first time said defendant commenced to | 

claim as his own, what had always been hitherto considered as 


an integral part, as well as a very necessary and vital part, of 


-12- 


b 


said) „ not only is it shown by plaintiff "Center's" official 
Minutes, in the making of which the defendant himself took an 


active part, not only is that position stampéd and corroborated 


by defendant's own letter to the then General Inspector of the 


Order, Dr. de Sarak, in 1910, (Plaintiffs' Exhibit F}, but as 


i e : TURN t 
| , UNS m ON EET Sonet . 


ment and notice to the public which this branch of the plain- 


i | 
i 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| | X boss 
said plaintiffs' work, or that of their predecessors, as afore- 
| 
| 
I 
| well and as conclusively is it proved by the form of advertise- 
i 
tiffe' work, or that of their predecessor or predecessors, as 
i 
aforesaid, took under the guiding hand of the defendant himself, 
| 
in order that there might be an increase and enlargement of plain- | 
tiff "Center's" sphere of usefulness: for instance, as is at | 
| 
large shown in "Plaintiffs' Exhibit I" to this point, which is 
annexed hereto and which it is prayed may be considered as a 
part of this paragraph and Bill as though at large set out i 
herein, the postal-card "Orders" supplied by the library and 
sent by the public to the defendant practically up to the present 
time, for mailing books frar the library, etc.,and to enable the 
public to send in to the Library, additional names and possible 
joiners and members in the work, and promising them the "Center's Bul- 
letin" for two months free for so doing, which were by their print- 


i 
Es 
[| 


i 
"s 
ed addresses directed by the defendant's own hend to be returns 
ed to the Librarian of the "Orientel Esoteric Center"; the ren 
ceipt-cards of names and addresses, and epplicationpards with | 
T the defendant's own blue-pencil memoranda thereon, shows that 
the defendant was acting ss the librarian of the "Center" and 
in trust for plaintiffs, as aforesaid, and not in his own doin 
; sonal capacity or for his won individual benefit; the coin- | 
: return-cards, to enable the public to send in thir remittances| 
l for the "Bulletin", books, contributions, etc.,which have been 
used practically up to the present time, and the printing of 
which was made under and by direction of seid defendant himself; 


which on their face show that the library belongs to the "Center? 


that the defendant is acting as its librarian, and that Nar 


| 


information respecting the "Center's" @ork,etc.,will be given 


on addressing the defendant as said librarian of the "Center"; 


* 


comparatively recent t mes; prospectus pamphlets of the "Cen- 


special offers of books and order blanke therefor, used up to | 
ter" which bear the defendant's name as librarian to the Libra- 
ry, which said pamphlets show then belonged to the "Center", 


and which prospectus pamphlets were used by the said defendant ' 


1 


up to about christmas of 1909 in behalf of said "Center*s work; 


printed lists of books belonging to the library of the "Center" 


issuing under the direction of the defendant as librarian of | 
the "Center", which further show that all profits from the vale: 
or loam of books, are to be added to the library fund, of wh ich 
the librarian of the "Center", defendant herein, has charge, | 
and to whom all communications must be addressed as said libra-: 
rian; notices and renewal forms of the "Center" and concerning 


the "Center's" own corresponding membership list, the dues of 


which may be sent to either the Secretary or Librarian of the 


"Center", thus showing the connection and oneness of Library ; 
and "Center"; its blotters, used in 1907 and since; leaflet | 


of information regarding the “Oriental Esoteric Center", which 


was printed under the direct ic ef the defendant, and which shows 


that the "Center" has not only a carefully selected collection 
i -14 - 


- 
LI 


ot books, perjedicals and pamphlets relating to oriental phil- 

esophy and ethics, et e. Hd not only that all receipts from the 

| loan or sale of books are added to the "Center's" library fund, 

> but as well that the defendant is the Librarian of the "Center" 
with his address at ite prósent home and headquarters., 1443 

0 Street, N. W; the book sticker used in the library's books 

up until EN EEE 27, 1922, which likewise shows the defendnat 

was acting throughout, not only as those composing the "Center" 
understood him to be acting but as the defendant himself, also 

, understood, and that he was in fact acting, and until quite re- 
| cently; as plaintiffs! trustee officer, or that of their pred- 
' ecessor,---its librarian over their Library, and its adjüncts, 


' as aforesaid. 


19. After the exoteric work of the "genter" had been 
affiliated with the "Society" by the said "Centers for more 
convenient usage as hereinbefore is set forth, said defendant 
continued the advertisement of the "Omsterfs " library in form | 
as they appear in "Plaintiffs'" Exhibit K", which is appended 
hereto and prayed to be considered as though fully and at large ' 


set out herein. 


20. As further appear by. the, form of advertisement ' 
which bhe aforesaid branch of plaintiff’! work took, under the 
direction and guidance of the defendant himself, (marked Plain- , | 
tiffs’ Exhibit L" and prayed to bs ema dered as though at largw | 
set out herein), who not only drew each »iminii£Z particular form | 

of advertisement, but inserted it where he plaaedd, when he pleas- 


ed, and as often as he pleased in the different journals and mag- 


| 
| 
az ines of the day for the purpose of advancing said plaintiff Cen- 
ter's library work both before and after the same became affiliated 
with the "Society as by way of illustration,in the "Nautilus", a 
monthiymagadiney und beginning iu Marsh of 1806, down, in simoat 
unbreken swquence, to December of 1910, appears the advertisement of 


the "Center's Library", at its headquarters 1443 Q Street, N. V., and | 


the fact that its librarian was the defendent, as more particulerly 


appears fran one of the clipped advertisements marked "a". 


ep Res 


That following, and from August 1908 continuously to February 7, 


1910, appears a similar advertisement as to the library, which is 
l 
marked "b" for identification. From this form of advertisement ,, 
i 
as will be seen from the recent letter likewise marked b“ for i 


identification, reply was received under date of July 22, 1912, 


addressed to the "Center!" and asking for some of its books ddr ad 
; ing to its advertisement. From there on and up to and thr ugh | 
September of 1911 appears the appended advertisenmsnt marked „en. 


From January, 1909, to July, 1909, the advertisement appended hereto 


marked "d" shows that the books constituting the library of the | LM 
"center® could be borrowed under the mailing system of the O. E. 5 e 
, Since March, 1912, the rkg form of advertisement marked i TY 
has appeared in this magazine. | 


| 
In "Eternal Progress"--which in June of 1909 was changed: 
! to that of the "Progress Magazine"--from February ,1908, to Desen i gs 
ber of 1909, appears the annexed form of sdvertisement marked "f. 
which shows that the "Center" then had a library of books on theos- 
ophy, occultigm, pSye@ical research, and allied subjects, and that 
all the receipts from this library went into the library fund. In la 
this same magazine, from January 1909 , to August ,1909, appears tern 
of advertisement marked me, which shows that the library therein | 
referred to, with books borrowed e under the mailing 11brary 
system of the O. E. 0. „18 the same library aforemah€ioned as be- 
longing to the "Center". 80 likewise, under date of January, 1911, 
in form of advertisement marked "h",which was inserted at a t ine 


when the Center“s " library and workings had become affiliated | 


with the "Society". | 
In "New Thought" there was contained a similar form of | 
advertisement from July, 1908,to April,1910, when the magazine ves | 
discontinued, which form of advertisement is marked "i". | 
| In "New York Magazine of Mysteries" for June 10, 1910, 
appeared the advertisement in form as marked "j". | | 
In "Everybody's Magazinew for July and August, 1911, ve | 


find form of advertisement marked "k", in which the address for i 


communications affecting the library is given as that of the Li- 


*. — 


brarian of Hie Oriental Esoteric Society, 123, Washington, D. C. 
In the same magazine for Novemebr, 1911, marked "l1" and down to 
e of 1912, we fim the address concerning the library adver- 
tied as "Oriental Esoteric Libres 123, Washington, D. C." From 
‘November, 1911, own through 1912 we f ind the form of adverti semen 


marked "A" read "Oriental Esoteric Library, 123 Washington, D. C. 7 


I: 
| In "Munsey's", under date of August, September and October 
t 1911 marked "m", we have it “Oriental Esoteric Society, 121, 


„ D. C." In November 1911 marked "n" it appears "Orjsnisal 


Esoteric Library, 121, Wash ington, D. C. 
| In the "Cosmopolitan" for August, 1911, marked "o" the 


address is in form for future communications to the "Librarian 


oriental Esoteric Soci ety, 125, Washington, D. C. % In October of | 
the sane year marked "p" we find it "Oriental Esoteric Society, | 
| 


125 „Washington, D. 0. Again in December of 1911, marked "Q" it 


i 
throughout 1912, the advertisement notes the address under differ- 
l 


ing forms of bib E as that of the "Oriental Esoteric didit 


125, Wash ington, D. Cc. 


1 


Ir"Hampton's Magazine" under date of September, 1911, marked 
"r", it appears as the "Oriental map terre Society, 124,Washington 


D. 0.“ while in April of 1912 sakes. "e" it appears as the “Oriental 
4 


Esoteric Library, 124 Washington, D. C. l 


I! 
appears as "Oriental Esoteric Library, 125 Washington, D. C: and | 
i 

In "Railroad Man's Magazine", marked "t", we find it is first | 


to the Librarian of the Oriental Esoteric Soci ety under date of July, 
August and September, 1911, to whom future communications are to be 
addressed, while in October of the same year, it is to the Oriental 


Esoteric Society without "Librarian", and in November of the same. 


latter form is kept from that time one 


In the "Literary Digest« marked "u", under date of May 1911, 
it is shown to be the Oriental Esoterie Society, Washington, D. E 
in June of the same year it is chenged to H. N. Stokes, Librarian, 
Washington, D. Ca, and in 1912 its present approved form by seid de- 


p 


year, it was again changed to the Oriental Esoteric Library, which 
fendant of "Oriental Esoteric Library 126, Washington, D. C., hab 
1 
f 


277 — 


———— — 


D. C.; from January to March of 1911, however, the defendant ap- 
pears as Librarian of the Oriental Esoteric Society, 109 Wenns, 


b. c. | 


vertisement appears under the name of H. N. Stokes, Librarian, 


j et 
appears as O. E. Library, WashEngton, D. C. 


f-- i 


8885 evolved. 

In "Popular Mechanics" marked "v" the evolution of the | 
name from the manipulation of the defendant is significant, for | 
first in February and May of 1911, the form of advertisment con-| 
cerning the "Center's" library shows the defendant to be the Li- 
brarian of the Oriental Esoterie Society, Washington, D. C., 
in June of ghe gene peur 3 it ane , changes , to yng Wathen he, ee 
Librarian, 119 Weshington, D. C., which form represents its final ^ 
et ton: 

80 in the "Magazine of Mysteries" marked "w", which begins 
in June,1910, and c mtinues down to December of the same year, the 


advertisement marks the library as that of the "Center" and the 


defendant as its librarian, at 1443 Q Street, N.V., Washington, 


4 " 


From April to June of 1911, the same general form of ad-| 
| 


and from August to October, 19154 and from this on, in the various 


magazines and journale of the day down to September of 1912 it 


= ; 2. 


| 
| ; 


Without further repetition or reiteration it suf ficlently 
appears from the foregoing that the said defendant has been edper- 
imenting with the plaintiff's library and adjuncts in his effort | 
to find and use a name so like hato plaintiffs’ own name as to | 
become identical therewith, so near to the character of the work 
that he, said defendant, had bese carrying on for years as the 
trusted officer of the plaintiffs, as to deceive them and each. 
of them, and foster and beget a belief not only in the minds of 
the meny members comprising plaintiffs' body corporate, but as 
well influencing the stranger among the general public, with ever 
in mind the uléérior object in view of weaning this valuable iia 


junct of library att from plaintiffs’ further use and of appro- 


priating it to his own, as hereinafter will more particularly and 


at irge appear. 
"Ps. 
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21. phat in and by the Bulletin, the official mouthpiece i 
of the, Center“, its aim, purpose and work, end at | | 


and throughout the time when the said defendant was a member of 


and read the Bulletins, which wsnt into thousands of homes, 


. there appeared from time to time, and in fact up to plaintiffs? 


| 
| 
the Directig Council of the "Center", and contributed, received 
j current issue thereof, official announcements of the Library, 
T its mailing lists, etc., and tk» in reference to the fund | 
realized from the conduct of the Library's tdv as afore- | 
said, some of which follow: From January to December ,1906--- | 
 Bonks may be borrowed from the Library upon payment of a small | 
| | 


charge, which goes to defray expenses and to huy new books? from 


, January to November, 19073 Library, Books may be borrowed from 

| the Library upon the payment of a small charge. Orders taken 

| for books on cccultism, or allied subjects at dealers’ prices; | 

, all receipts from loan or sale of books devoted exclusively to in- 
creasing the collection. Persons not on our regular mailing tiri 
can have this leaflet sent weekly on payment of the postage, | 
sealed or unsealed,as desired; address Librarian, 1443 Q Street, 

| N. w., Washington, D. C, This work is entirely supported by vits. 

| untary contributions. Ter. Again in 1907 | 
appears in one of the leaflets, tlie following; The ORIENTAL 
ESOTERIC CENTER * * Pers ong not on our regular mailing lists can : 
have this leaflet sent weekly on payment of the postage, sealed 
or unsealed,as desired. Apply 9e th Librarian, 1443 Q Street, 


| 
| 
i 
N. W., Library. The Center has a Library of books on Oriental | 


philosphy and ethics, theosophy, occultism and p&y@iceal research 
and allied subjects. These may be consulted free, or borrowed | 


upon payment of a small charge. A grant selection of books on ' ) 


: ! 

these subjects for sale at the usual prices. Advice on the best | 

books for individual needs is given if desired. All receipts | 
i 


from the loan and sale of books are added to the Library Fund. 


"oom um —ÄUö— 


TELERHONE NORTH 250. Beginning November lst, the telephone num 


te 
ber of tis "Center" 8111 be North 250. 


This latter form of advertisement was continued through 
29 Bulletins of 1908 and 1909, as mere at large appeurs from 


. appearing from these last mentioned exhibits there further apparrs 


. 
the Bulletin,and thos¢who use the Library, are invited to the 


H 
f 


| 
i 


: powers in every way, and this an be done by fenk expressions of 


In that of June the llth, this notice to readers: Readers of | 


; Librarian the names of five or six books which have had the doop! - 


: est influence on their lives and thought****"The Center desires 


opinion; In the issue of July 16th, under the heading, "Special 
i] 


* 
r Mretolsr li, 1 Fo, as 
the issues of June llth, end July 16th, 1909, which are append- 


ed hereto marked Plaintiffs! Exhibit , and asked to be consider- 


ed as though fully and at large appearing herein; that likewise 


t 


to make the Library of the greatest possible use and to aid bor- 
| 
| 
| 


“NOTICES TO BOOK BUYERS", appears this further not Ice he 


“Library of the Center does not loan books, only, it sells the 


books it loans, which may thus be insp ected be fo re purchasing. 


‘It sells directly all books on occult, philosophical and other 
subjects at current prices, and delivers them promptly. The 


profits go into the work of the Library, and those who place ! 


their orders with us, aid us in getting more books to loan to then 
and to others. All inquiries are gladly answered." March 4, 1910, 
"OUR FREE MAILING LIST. We serait print thts week a select inn 

of titles from our Free Mailing hist, including the list of twenty- 
two books which we recommend to beginners. The complete list may. 
be had for the asking*****, It is this list that has brought occult- 
ism to the attention of hundreds afd thousands of readers, and hich 
has made the Oriental Esoteric Center known ‘everywhere. Some of 
the most popular books sold: . (following with a long list of Seeks 
belonging to the 0. E. b.) April 29, 1910, "We want you to send 


us the names of your friends. We send the Bulletin and the Library 


lists to any address given us, and forty percent of the books loan- 


ed go to those whose names come to us in this way.,******yo se11 | 
or font. tret iet re will get you any book published*****"Te import 
direct from all prominent publishers of occult literature," all 
of which more fully appears from this referred to issus marked 


Plaintiffs? Exhibit M which is appended hereto and asked to be 
- 2 0 — 


be sent en application. Address: all inquires and make remittances 


$ 


» 
considered as part hereof as though at large set out TR | 
Hay 13, 1910, under. NOTICE ! IMEDIATE ATTENTION; The Post | 
of fice Department T decided that our books be ar ing hand 
stamp or typewritten figures on the labels are mailable at let- | 
ter rates, you are requested immediately to remove,such labels 
from all books which you have in your possession belonging to 
| 


the Library of the 0. E. C. July 12, 1908, "Notify the Librarian 


of this Center ; July 19, 1908, "The Library Department" **^ 


tron] us. . tho proceeds go to meeting the costs of the Bulletin, 
to düoreasing the library, and especially towards maintaining our 
gt free loaning system. Rememebr the Center the next time you 
buy & book. BOOKS FOR SALE AND RENT BY THE ORIENTAL ESOTERIC 


CENTER"; February 18, 1910, "the local library of the Center"; 


February 25, 1910, some of the most popular books sold and rented 


January 14, 1910, “Friends:-rof the Center should buy their books 
| 
by the 0. E. C. March 18, 1910, "Address the Sgeretary or Li- | 


_brarian as may be convenient;" March 25, 1910, "Help the Library 
| 


by buying books through the Center"; May 13, 1910, "The library 


| 
of the O. E. C."; May 20, 1910. "The change of name of the Mire 
to The Oriental Esoteric Library relates solely to matters of ias 
ternal administration. The old nant still be recognized, Books. 
FOR SALE AND RENT BY THE OR IENTAL ESOTERIC LIBRARY, (atti1ifatod 
with the Oriental Esoteric Society of the U. S. 4.) / November 16 | 
| 


! 
1910, "Copies of the Library Rules, Fall list and circulars n 
es 


payable to The Librarian O. E. Ru apse Q Street, N. V. . July 


15, 1910," Address the n or | Dibrüsian; as may be conventént 
| 


;" July 29, 1910, "The office of the Librarian will be open vith- 
| 


out interwuption for the loan and sale of books and for general | 


correspondence relating to the Society. Subscriptions and member- 

ship application will be received as usual, The Secretary's office 
t 

will be open;" September 30, 1910, "Did it ever occur to yaw that 


i 
| 
you could help the Society and the Library by purchasing your 


— 


| 


———— — —-— 


remm mM 


D IT 


Librarian, at 1443 C. Street, N. V., Washington, D. C. 
EN 26th, 1811, "We wish to thank our friends who have sent in 
. subscriptions to the Bulletins, or contributions in aid of the 
Library, for their kind support)“ July 28, 1911, "The office 
of the Librarian will be open without interruption for the 


loan and sale of books and for gene fal correspondence relating 


| Oriental Esoteric Library * * * We give advise on th. D 


by Miss Marsland up until October of 1908, when the defendant, 
because of his deeply expressed interest in plaintiff's work, 


and because of his financial ability, agreed to assume the rent 


books through us;“ December 16, 1910, Some adve... 


on occult subjects, health, success, business * * * ve 
loan — any book on our lists and many others at a — 
charge for use. Lou can buy them or return them. You will be 
helping a Society whose only object is to help you. Books for 
sale and rent by the Oriental Esoteric Library, address the 


librarian O. X. C., 1443 Q Street, N. W., Washington, D.C. If 


you want instructions you cannot do better than become a corre~ 
sponding member of the Society * * * Address the Secretary of 


Librarian,as may be convenient; January 20, 1912, "Apyplicat- 


Ax eA 
ions may be sent,to the President, the Secretary or the 


J 


to the Society. Subscriptions and membership applications will 


be received as usual. The Secretary's office will also be open. 


That 1443 Q Street has been the plaintiff's home and 


| 
B 
H 


headquarters continuously since 1905, when the 


library was first started up to the present time. It was rented 


of sBid house, and give the use thereof to the "Center" and also 


Ro LRL AAA — aaa = 
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added thereto the making of a weekly allowance to rum the house, 
all of which he gave voluntarily and of his own free will, and ! 


freely and unequivocaily devoted the same entirely to the work 


4 
of the "Center" and for the benefit and welfare of said "Centers ` 


2 
t e 
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| 
. bed-room, es more particularly appears by -eference to the LZinutes | 


of the "Center" for Cctober 8, 1908, atfached hereto marked 


, “Plaintiff's Exhibit N" and prayed to be considered as a part hereof 
as though fully and st large set out herein. That likewise, pleim 
: tiffe are acvised, and telieving avcr, thet the said defendant has 


| given largely anc generously to the advancement of tre library branch 


ef their work, but they cherge thet tne same were free end voluntary 


; gifts to said plaintiffs on his pert, nade under statement rep: &tedly 


from time to tiue that the work he was doing, or the donation he was 


giving, was for the "Center" of tne "Society", according to tne date of; 
; the particular circumstances under which he spoke, made without res- | 
! ervation cf any individual right, or with any intention thet they | 
| were intended to be other than as represented, zd were simply made | 

as a zealous officer and diregtor, and an entrusiastic worker in | 
plaintiff's case; just as with any co-worker for the advencenent of 
treir co:non enterprise to promote their teachings on esobterism , or 


indeed juet as said defendant himself gave to the "genter" and the 


i . 


Society and the different branches of their work; for in the past | 


especially, the cause of esóterism hes been adverced and the teachings 


of plaintiff's faith pronulgated, and their work carried on through | 


—— . —————— I ——— € 
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all the vicissitudes of early endeavor, crincirally from loyalty of 
purpose end voluntaryigifts of time end money fron trése interested id 


| 
the vorke ; j 
“QD. That furthermore and as appears in and by the iiinutes | 
l 
U 


of tre "Center" of Cctober 8, 1908, tre Zu let in was to be 
2t 2 4 — - j 


the property of tke "Genter" an: that the "Center" was to receive all ' 


incomlugs from subscriptions, to te held in a special fund trat vas ! 
not to be diverted to any other use, while tre said defendant was to 
have charge of the seniing out of the seid Bullet ins, and on account of 


his financial ability ae aforesaid, and Lis willingness &rà de ire to 


aid in the advancenent of plointiff's work, he, said defencant, gave 


| 
: 


~ 


and undertook to pay the difference each week between the incomings and 
‘the expenses of this branch of the work, as more particularly appears 

8885 the said last referred to exhibit, Plaintiffs“ Exhibit E", which 
te likewise prayed to be considered as a part hereof as though at large 


‘sot out herein. 


| 
24. That on, to wit, November lst, 1907, the said defendant, | 
| acting ostensibly for plaintiffs' predecessor or en 
ane in interest, had a telephone placed in their home and headquarters | 
at 1443 Q Street, N. V., which has since remained and which bears No. 
North 250, as more particularly appears from page 145 of the Directory 
Telephone Book, which thus identified, is asked to be considered as a | 
part of this paragraph as though at large appearing herein, and — 
the Bulletin with said announcement in, which is appendéd hereto — 
"Plaintiffs' Exhibit O'" and prayed to be considered as a pert hereof as | 
though at large appearing herein, and said defendant furthermore, ever 
since October of 1908, has caused plaintiffs' name to appear in the local 
City Directory, as follows: "Oriental Esoteric Center, library and lec- 
tures - Oriental philosophy , 1443 Q Street, N. W., phone North 250", 

5 

all of which shows that plaintiffs’ . a headquarters mne rod and | 


established by the defendant himself at 143 Street, N. W. 


25. on August 30, 1911, said defendant brought out his initial 
number of whet is called the "0, E. Library Critic’. De- : 

fendant's striking imitation and perfect likeness to plaintiffs’ Bulletin 
was made for the avowed purpose of substituting his own "Critic" in the 
place and stead of the Bulletin, and thus under cover of plaintiffs’ name, 
so confuse the public as to enable him to transfer plaintiffs' — 
to his own personal files. Said likeness is segn by comparison, for which 
purpose copies of the Bulletin and Critic are attached hereto marked 
"Plaintiffs' Exhibit P" end prayed to be taken as a part of this Bill as 


though at large set out herein, 


26. The publication of this pemrhiei by the said defendent led to 


& greater divergence of view than ever before, and between 


the plaintiffs, 


their predecessor or predecessors and defendant, the 


gradually growing breach, widened and finally culmineted, after direct 


attack by said defendant upon the spiritual teachings and faith of the 
| sgid plaintiffs, in a necessary severance and removal of the said de- | 
i fendant fron the life of the gaid plaintiffs and their work. In the 
| light of later developments, plaintiffs charge that this attitude of 
growing hostilities towards the plaintiffs and their predecessor or 
' predecessors &nd their work, on the part of the said defendant, but i 


t 


, marked the increasing attempt on his part to wean the library, its 


_ name and effects from the plaintiff. "Center", to whom it lawfully and | 
properly belonged. At the time it became apparent to the plaintiffs | 
that they had been deceived, and that their librarian had been filling! 
their position to further his own ends, plaintiff Center &t once made 
demand upon the defendant for an account of the official stetus of the: 
Oriental Esoteric Library, in deteil, and a turning over of all the 
books, etc. bo said Center, all of which is more fully and at large set 
out by the correspondence relating thereto; copies of the letters pass- 
ing being marked "Plaintiffs' Exhibit Q" and the same are prayed to be 


considered as though at large set ont herein. 


27. That it is the presant plan of the defendant herein to 
claim entire as his own what was started and built up under 
the mrturing care of the plaintiffs, their predecessor or predecessors. 

2 in interest, and their own then trusted officer, their librarian, the de- 
fendant herein, viz. the name and effects of the Oriental Esoteric Library, 
which the record heretofore laid out by this Bill and Exhibits thereto 
shows indubitably belongs to plaintiffs herein, for the letters of the 
defendant to Mrs. Beuchert under date of September 16, 1912, and defendant's 

current issue of the "Critic" show more plainly the misrepresentations 
advanced by the defendant in his endeavor to mislead the public and 
plaintiffs' patrons and engender the belief that he 18 acting in the 


right when taking plaintiffs' name and its most valueble asset away from 


them. This letter and copy of the "Critic" is added to the other record 


and Exhibits in this cause, that the defend: t's full claim as advanced 
by himself might be herein set out, and the same is marked "Plaintiffs' 


Exhibit R" and is prayed to be considered as a part hereof as though 


-2r 


fully and at large set out herein. | 
l 
| 


28. That the present olaim made by defendant herein is 
without foundation of fact, is self evident by a 

| brief comparison with plaintiffs' claims and accepting for such com- 
parison defendant's claim as he makes it, and now sets it forth, as in| 
and by the Plaintiffs’ raini his ally shown; and first defendant 
urges his right to the use of the name of the Oriental Esoteric Library 
by right of prior usage; whereas in truth and fact this name was adopted 
100 general use by the plaintiffs and their predecessor or — A 


in interest, in May of 1910, as is shown by "Plaintiffs' Exhibit E", 


which was at a time when the defendant was the trusted officer and di- 


| 
l 
reotor in both the unincorporated Center and the Society and long before 
| 
he advanced any claim of individual ownership. | 
| 


29. This fact further appears from the accompanying letters 
written by the defendant to members of the unincorpor- 

ated Center in 1909 and 1910, written on the official letter-head of the 
Orientel Esoteric Center and from the headquarters and home of the center, 
es librarian of the Oriental Esoteric Center, which are but a few of thé 
many thousands marking the defendant's course throughout these years, | 
which seid accompanying letters are marked "Plaintiffs' Exhibit S" and i 
are prayed to be taken as a part hereof as though ful lx and at large 
appearing herein. Furthermore, as appears by defendant's letters 


! 
i 
written on plaintiff's Bociety -letter-head from the Society's home and 


headquarters at 1443 Q Street, N. W., after the incorporation of both 
Center and Society, and after the said defendant with the other foundation 
members composing the unincorporated Center had transferred all the Sm. 
erty and belongings of every description from the unincorporated center 
to the incorporated Center, which letters are marked "Plaintiffs' Exhibit 
T" and the same ere prayed to be considered as a pert hereof as though 
fully and at large set out herein. These letters are but 111ustrieue 
of the many thousands of letters written by the defendant on the letter- 


bead of the Society, which was used exclusively by the defendant as 


. endeavor; in other words, that he has bought and paid for it; but 


Librarian, up until the latter pert of June 1912, when for the first 


' time said defendant claimed as his own, the name of the Oriental Es- 


oteric Library, which was the name under which the Center's Library 


: had been &ffiliated with the Society for general use for some years. 


30. It is next urged by the defendant that the library 
and belongings are his beceuse he started the library, 


as an individual enterprise, and built it up by personal effort and 


on the contrary, in truth and fact, the library was started by the 


unincorporated Center from the free donations of its different members 


| 
. of over two hundred books in 1905, of which books said defendant | 
| 


` gave about sixty or more, and gave these books freely and voluntarily | 


to the Work and the good of the Cause, just as he afterwards gave his | 


i 


time, labor, books and money freely and voluntarily to the advancement ` 


of the Work and to the good of said cause; that since, and up to May 
{ 


! 
of 1910, when it had grown into & flourishing condition according to 


the defendant's ovn letter to Dr. de Sarak (Plaintiffs' Exhibit F) 

it was still the property of the unincorporated Center and the defendant 
recognized his own official position as librarian of thet body; | 
that on August 30, 1910, the foundation members of the Oriental 
Esoteric Head Center of Washington, D. C. (which was the unincorporated 
Center] of which the said defendant was one, transferred all the oe. 
erty of the unincorporated Center to the corporate "Center, plaintiff | 


herein; that at the time of the establishnent 


27~ 


t 
I 
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of the library in 1905 it was officially stated that the dues, — "1 
end returns from the loan and sale of books were to be put into a trust 
fund for the purpose of carrying on the work, of enlarging and advancing 
it, and the defendant was officially put in charge of the work as the | 


` librarian and then and afterwards accepted this position of trust thus 


siven him; that since the Fall of 1905 the work hes grown and increased 


Exhibit R that the library "Employs twenty-one clerks in various cm 


i \ 
cities, and besides selling books, is lending about four thousand a j 

CARET 

month", and plaintiffs charge that the said defendant, managing plain-, 


: | 
tiffs’ finances up until September of 1911, took in all Bulletin sub- | 
scriptions as well as all dues coming from the loan and sale of books, | 


until again we have the defendant's own word for it in "Plaintiffs' | 
together with contributions and such other moneys as came into his EEM 
averaging from $40. to $50. a day, none of which was ever accounted for 

to said plaintiffs by said defendant, as librarian. Up until the dig 

of this year plaintiffs heve not demanded an accounting from said defend- 
ent because they knew the work carried on by their librarian was exiens | 
sive in its advertising and in other ways, and having faith and confidence 
in him, they went along, firm in the belief that their library was being 
well cared for, and that the — receipts therefrom were going to the 
still further upbuilding, advancement and benefit of their faith and 

work. The house, 1448 Q Street, N. We, was rented by the defendant, and 

he offered and gave the same voluntarily and officially for the conduct j 
of the work of the "Center", in which he then claimed to be so much 
interested, merely reserving to himself one bed-room for his own person- 
al use, as appears from "Plaintiffs' Exhibit ( " just &s it was sup- 
posed by the plaintiffs and deir rds in interest that the said 
defendent was giving his time and effort for the benefit of their library 
and the advancement of their cause. That the plaintiffs have always con- 
sidered that a certain part of the library now in the possession and under 
the control of the said defendant, de long to him, al though he has im- 


properly and unlewfully mingled it with what belongs to them, end they 


have accordingly marked on the accompenying book lists in blue pencil, 


-2f- 


the books as nearly as they have been able to list them, which belong 


to them, which more at large appears from said lists, marked "Plaintiffs' i 
Exhibit L attached hereto and prayed to be made a part hereof as f | 
- ` though at large set out herein. That it was from this part of the Library 
“which plaintiffs do not claim and never did claim, on account of the 
cc dl aspect and use to which said defendant's personal books vere 


1 
' 


placed, and because this spirit of commercialism was foreign to the 


letter to the defendant of May 13th, 1912, as set out in "Plaintiffs? 
"genapit el ^ sought to divorce plaintiffs! on libraty. 


| 
i 
i 
4 
i 
; i 
" | 


| 51. The said defendant hes continued to use up until recently 


i the cover of plaintiffs’ neme and prestige, and loyally | 


D 
n 
i} 


_tenets held by the plaintiffs, that the President of the Society in her r 
and faithfully has given the patrons and public as well as his co-workers 


to understand -- as he has done right along up until comparatively recent 
j 


times, without the slightest intimation of personal ownership of the | 


library and its effects -- that the work he has been carrying on is the 


work of the plaintiffs and their predecessor or predecessors in interest, 
and not his personally, as is at large shown by the accompanying envelopes 
marked "Plaintiffs' Exhitit ayn. which are appended hereto and prayed 

to be considered a part hereof aš though fully and at large appearing . 
herein. As will be seen from these envelopes, the last numbered one of i 
which also bears a rubber stamp in pan ink (noting change of address) | 

the defendant is the librarian of the O. E. C. at 1443 Q strebt, N. W., 

the Center's home and headquarters for years, end said referred to en- 
velopes further show that under cover thereof the defendant has been 
sending out matter pertaining to the business of the Center's library, 
which is now claimed by said Pere fee is his own individual property. 


That so, too, with regerd to the mail sack, which plaintiffs are advised, 


and believing aver, bears a tag showing thet the sack at least belongs 
| 


to the Center, and that the mail matter pertaining to the business of the 
library goes out therein to the post office marked as mail matter belong- 


ing to the Oriental Esoteric Center. 


32. As a further illustration of the seid defendznt's use of 


-20- i 


plaintiffs’ name, and the almost hopeless confusion resulting therefrom, 
with its consequent and attendant loss upon said plaintiffs, and each of 
them, due to the defendant's cleim of ownership of library and effects | 
now advanced by him, see the attached letters and postal cards from | 


would be patrons of the "Cénter", which are addressed to the "Center" 


asking for information from the "Center" respecting its Library; whic 


said inquiries are made continuously up to the present time, and are 


sidered as a part hereof as though fully and at large appearing herein. 
To the same point, see the letters, postal cards, eto. from 
patrons of the "Center" who supposed they were dealing with the "Center" 
as more fully appears from the addresses thereon, which said letters, 
postal cards, eto., all refer to the "Center's" library work, and the 


buying and purchasing of' books therefrom, etc., which was all done in 


marked "Plaintiffs' Exhibit U", which said Exhibit is prayed to be con- 


the name of the "Center" as will more fully and at large appear from 


Exhibit V", which said exhibit is prayed to be considered as though 


fully end at large appearing herein. 


As further illustrative of the same point, and as showing the , 


untoward results that would follow to plaintiffs and each of them, 


| 
| 
said letters, postal cards, etc. attached hereto, marked "Plaintiffs' | 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
i 


should the defendant contime to maintain the position he now unlaw- : 
fully assumes, of dissevering what in the past was one work, to the end 

! 

that he might enjoy by way of personal gain, the benefit and advantage 

2 | 

to him personally of such disseverance X {hese herein referred-to | 
-L. A . à i 

letters are all addressed to the "Society", are all answers to advertise- 
a 1 


T i 
ments the said defendant bas heretofore inserted in the different mag 
: | 


ezines and journals of the day, and all bear date of 1912, which was | 
after the affiliation of the "Center*s"library work with the "Society" 
for purposes of convenience, as hereinbefore have been fully set forth. 
Said letters are attached hereto and marked "Plaintiffs' Exhibit W" 

and the said Exhibit is prayed to be considered as a part of this 


paregraph as though fully and at large set out herein. 


Again, and to the same point, see the following ietters, 


etc. addressed to the "Society" and asking for information, 211 of 
-86- 


— 
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which said letters, etc. bear date of 1912, 211 have been written since 


the affiliation of the library of the "Center" with the "Society" has 


been made known by advertisements and notices inserted ànd circulated | 
a ' by the defendant, and all show that the would-be patrons, or in some: 
: cases actual patrons, considered that the library work was being carried 
on under and by its known of affiliation with the "Society" as 3 


i Said letters, etc. attached hereto, are marked "Plaintiffs' Exhibit X" 


| 
| 
And yet onee again to the same point, and merely by way of illus- 


on FF 


| trating: the thousands of letters, eto., which &re in fact steadily 


i 
| 
F herein. 
| 


j 

| received, which show that the public generally are firm in their belief 
that the library work, belonging to the "Center" as aforesaid, has been 
affiliated with the "Society" for business purposes, and as these said, 
latter: referred to letters show more fully and completely as to this 
i point, they are attached hereto marked "Plaintiffs'! Exhibit Y", and th 
said exhibit is prayed to be considered a part of this paragraph as 


though fully and at large set out herein. 


à and are prayed to be considered as though fully and at large set our | 
33. That from the confusion of names thus brought about by the 
said defendant, the "Center" has been receiving publisher's 
notices, etc. similar to what is ands caves on the envelope in which one 

of them came, which is marked "Plaintiffs* Exhibit Z" and prayed to be i 

considered as a pert hereof as though at large set out herein; that 


| 
i 
l | 
likewise, publishers“ bills, contracted by defendant as librarian have j 
been sent to the plaintiffs, as is better and more at large shown by | 

! 


accompanying bills and notices of on tatanding accounts, in which the 
plaintiff "Society" has been Glasdel thoreth; as further and more at 
large eppears by reference thereto, which said bills end notices as afore- 
said are prayed to be considered as part hereof as though fully and at | | 
large set out herein; that oonfusion of money matters is just as common, | 
i { 


as is better and more at large shown by reference to the envelopes and i 


letter marred "Flaintiffs' Exhibit 2 from which it appears thet the 


sender, Juan Antonio van Grieken, believed that the library and "Society" 
At 


were one and that he sent a check of the value of twenty-five francs for 


. his annual dues to the "Society", and the remainder for books, which 


he evidently thought belonged to the "Society". The envelope went to 
the defendant, was opened by him and at first retained by him. rater, | 
so mach of the money as covered membership dues in the "Society" was 

transferred by the said defendant to the said plaintiffs, The letter, 


however, accompanying the remittance from Mr. van Grieken, although 


course intended for the use of that "Society", was nevertheless retained 
and 


by the said defendant/after being filed by him, was some time later only 


recovered for the "Society" upon personal application. From this | 


letter it appeared that the remittance made by the defendant to the 


; "Society" was short 8. 30, which deficit upon being called to the atten- 


. tion of the said defendant, was afterwards made good by him. Such | 


| 


illustrations are of constant and frequent occurrence, and result fromthe 


» confusion wrought by defendant's present conduct and claim to personal| 


{ 
ownership of the "Center's" library; as from previous acceptance of | 
the trust of librarian for the "Center" by said defendant, and his then 
extensive advertising to the effect that the library and its property 


were a part of the “Center', he, said defendant, has himself imparted | 


plainly addressed to the President of the "Society" by name, and of - 


the knowledge as to the oneness of the library's work with that of the 


"Center", or the "Society", with which said library work was afterwards i 


affiliated, as aforesaid. 

! 

| 

34. And as further illustrative of the confusion engendered 
by the position said defendant has seen fit to assume, 


there has just recently been-a lot of advertising matter sent out by the 
| 
said defendant, which has been returned to the plaintiffs by the post- 


office authorities, as further and more particularly appears by reference 
. | 
to the return envelope addressed by the post-office authorities, which, | 
with a part of the contents consisting of a circular showing defendant's | 
pec 


present-day trend towards theosophy, and a postal card addressed to thë 


} 


Librerien of the Orientel Esoteric Library, 1443 Q Street, NX. w. marked 


"Pleintiffs' Exhibit Bl" , and are prayed to be considered as though 
32 


| 
| 
| 


particularly and at large appearing herein. 


$5. On the circular sent out by the defendant, marked "Plain- 
tiffs' Exhibit Clv, which is attached hereto and prayed to 

de considered as though at large set out herein, there appears on the 
‘face thereof this notation; "These prices do not apply to loaned books. 
1 Librarian, 0. E. L., 1443 Q Street, N. We, Washington, D. C., 
end on the reverse side said circular bears the direction to address 
‘inquiries and malte remittances payable to the Librarian, 0. E. C. Plain» 
‘tiffs and each of them charge that up until the said defendant became 
separated from the "Center" and "Society", as aforesaid, he was the sole 
Albrarlen of the "Center", and later, when said "Center's" library work 
eder affiliated with the "Society", as aforesaid, said defendant, by 
pta of his position as librarian of said "Center's " library, was still 
entrusted with the’ care and management after its affiliation with said 
"Society", as aforesaid; and plaintiffs, and each of them charge that 
‘thts library, as now claimed by said defendant, is the same library started 
by said unincorporated "Center" in the Fall of 1905, as aforesaid, and | 
is the only library used in connection with the said "Center's" — 


i 
work. 


- 


36. That on or about May 28, 1912, plaintiffs, through their 
President, called upon those in authority in the United | 


States Post Office and laid claim to mail addressed to the Oriental 


Esoteric Library as belonging to plaintiffs, but inasmuch as the mail | 
ap * | 
i 


for the library had been addressed to 1445 Q Street, N. N. right along, 


on account of its being plaintiffs' home and headquarters. practically 


ever since their work had been started, as aforesaid, the postmaster | 
| 
refused to chenge its direction until plaintiffs' right to control its : 


disposition had been established end continued to send mail addressed to 


t 


the Oriental Esoteric Library, to 1445 Q Street, N. LR which more particu- 


larly appears from the letter from the postmaster, which is annexed hereto 
| 
marked "Plaintiffs’ Exhibit pin, and the seme is preyed to be herein con- 
"ec 


bj 


sidered as thohgh at large set out in this peregraph. 


$3 | 


57. As the said defendant has removed the library, its belong- | 
| 
ings and effects to 1207 Q Street, N. We, and the plain- | 


tiffs moved back into their own home and headquarters at 1443 Q Street, 


` Ke W., it would appear that the situation is still more complicated, 


, under the section of the Postal Regulations as pointed out in plaintiffs' 


Last referred to Exhibit Dl, 


38. <As has already been seen, 211 mail, money orders, checks, 
etc., sent to the Library but belonging in reality to plain- 
tiffs, is claimed by this defendant herein, and he is sending out notices 
broadcast that all checks and money orders must he made payable to the 
Oriental Esoteric Library, plaintiffs' name, or to the Librarian O. E.] L., 


again the name of plaijdtiffs' officer and library, and the said defendant 


is further threatening that the names of the "Center" or the "Society" 


. must not be used in remitting, and all checks so drawn, will be returned 


but irreparable loss to plaintiffs, | 


of | 
for correction; thus leading not only to a stete/inextricable confusion, 


| 


39. Plaintiffs have again notified the postal authorities that 
: any mail addressed to any one of their foregoing corporete 
names, which includes that of the Oriental Esoteric Librery, whether 
addressed as formerly at 1443 Q Street, N. W., or bearing the changed | 
address at 1207 Q Street, N. W., must be delivered to plaintiffs at | 
1448 Q Street, N. W.; as otherwise plaintiffs are afraid of serious n 


terference with their work, and sn interruption to their business and that 
t 


` consequent irreparable loss and injury will result to them and each or 


them. | 


XXE " i 


40. That in and by Postal Regülabion Number 646, it further 
appears that when a contention arises as to the delivery 

of mail matter, the postmaster being forbidden by one party to deliver: 
to another, the postmaster should require the appointment of a Receiver, 
retzining all mail matter until seid Receiver is appointed; and if — 


such Receiver is appointed, or no agreement between the contending parties 


is reached before the expiration of thirtr daye from the date wnen de- 


n 
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livery ceased, the mail in dispute, and all that may arrive thereafter. 


_ (until an agreement is made or receiver appointed) shall be sent to the 


Dead Letter Office marked "In dispute", 


i | 
| 
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of such business though only for & few days, would lead to hopeless 


| 


41. Inasmuch as the daily mail coming to the Library is very 

1 heavy, and the money orders, check, etc., amount to between 
LE and $50. a day, which money enables the carrying on of the work, 

4 end as the entire Library business consists of selling and loaning books 
on request, thousands of which are out in circulatión and in course of 


being returned to the Library, it can readily be seen that any pd 


confusion and irreparable loss to plaintiffs. 


42. Unless, therefore, Receivers are appointed who are familiar 


| 


with the work and the method of carrying it on, and who will 


take charge from the post office of all mail addressed to the Oriens) 


Esoteric Library, or Librarian 0. E. L., whether at 1443 Q Street, N. W. 
» i 


| 
or 1207 Q Street, N. Y., and further who will see that telephone calls, 


etc. affecting said plaintiffs' business are properly attended to and who 


will carry on plaintiffs! library business pendente lite, irretrievable 


` 


loss and confusion insurmountable will result to plaintiffs’ said | 


“library business. 


Wherefore, the premises considered, plaintiffs prayi 


First. 


Second. 


Third, 


- ^ | 


That process may issue to the def endan teonmend ing 
him to appear on a day certain and answer the er- 
igencies of this Bill; answer under oath being | 
hereby expressly waived. 
That the name of the Oriental Esoteric Library be 
decreed to betong.to plaintiffs, and that the li- 
brary itself -- consisting of books, marmscripts, 
library mailing lists, with its book borrowers'. 
list, its inquirers list, together with its card 
list of ledger accounts belonging to said library, 
ite card list of borrowers from seid library, with 
the nemes of books borrowed, etc., and also the 
correspondence files releting to the library | 
business and the publishers’ list, all and every 
of them pertaining to the library's business -- 
be turned over to plaintiffs by decree of plain- 
tiffs' ownership therein, by this Honorable Court. 


That the said defendant be restrained pendente 
lite and permanently from the further use of the 
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plaintiffs' name the Oriental Esoteric Library. | 


Fourth. That the seid defendant be restrained pendente | 

i lite from transferring any of the library's 
business of eny sort soever to his own personal 

i files or for his own personal use or of trans- 

i ferring the same to any other person or persons, 

i corporation or corporations whatsoever; and that 
| said defendant be further restrained from pe 
| on the aforesaid library business under the 


of the Oriental Esoteric Librery, or eny others See 
or nemes. 5 5 


That said defendant be restrained pendente lite S 
from the further use of telephone No. North 250 250, T 


-- 


; Fifth. 

j 

fi which is listed in the name of plaintiff, Oriental 
Esoteric Center, and belongs to the said "Center". 
| Sixth, That the said defendant be decreed to account to 


the plaintiffs for the trust fund made up from 

the loan and sale of books, mannsoripts, etc. 

belonging to the library since its formation in the 

Fall of 1905, and of which the said defendant has 

since had charge and over which he has likewiss 

since exercised full and entire control, as li- 

brarian for the "Center" throughout the time said 

defendant hes occupied said position of librarian 

for said plaintiffs, end that said defendant be | 

further decreed to account for any other money or 

t moneys that may have come into his possession in| 

; trust for plaintiffs during said defendant's in-| 
cumbency of office as librarian for said plaintiffs. 


r ee 


Seventh; That all proper and necessary references may be 
taken to the Auditor of this Court for a statement 
of account concerning said library and its business, 
as aforesaid, and the proper apportionment thereof 
as to equity may seem fair and just. | 

Eighth. That Receivers be appointed to take charge of the 
| entire business of the library novbeing conducted 
by the defendant under plaintiffs’ neme of the | 

8 Oriental Esotéric Library, who shall be skilled | 

sufficiently in the menagepent and conduct of said 
librery business as to be able to take charge there- 
of and continue its said conduct and mansgement | 
pendente fite. 


: actual daily receipts from said library business, 
as well-as all disbursements made. 


| 
I 
Ninth. That proper books of account be kept showing the | | 


Tenth. And for such. other, further and general relief as 


to equity may seem fif and the nature of the cause | 
may require. 


E 2 Cor Eon | 
Jane te eines | 
cen. f 


, DISTRIOT OF COLUMBIA, to wits | 
| Before the undersigned, a Notary Public in and for the 

| aforesaid District, personally appeared Agnes 2. Marslend, who deposes T 
| and says that she is the present President of the four aforegoing cor ae 
porations, as set out in the acoompenying 5111, vir. the Oriental "pw 
, Esoteric Center of thé United States of America, the Oriental ‘Esoteric 


: Society of the United States of america, the Oriental Esoteric Library | 


of the United States of America, and the Oriental Esoteric Library, and 


, has been such since their incorporation; that as said President, she 


— this ner verification of said 3111 and says that said corporations 
' were chartered under the laws of the District of Columbis, sni are now 

] and have been since their said tncorporation, 1 a for A 
they were incorporated, and are now in full force and effect; that 

she has read the foregoing Bill, by her subscribed, and knows the con- 


| tents thereof; that the matters and things therein stated as of her 


own knowledge are true, and those set forth on information and belief, 


She believes to be true. 


| Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 2 Acflay of 
October, 1912. 3S5. 7 s 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO-WIT: DCT201912 


I, Edith C. Gray, being first duly fv 
state as follows: | Sh 
F em familiar with tne work conducted both by Miss 


A. B. Harsland and Dr. E. E. Stokes for the diffusion of know- 


ur oM u^ tos 


ledge of esoteric philosophy and oecultism, from the month of ` 


C MUNI guum 


. February, 1906, up to ihe Sammer 01 the present year, 1912. 
From February, 1906, to May, 1908, I attended open lectures ! 
given by Miss Mersland as the representative in Washington of 
the General Inspector of the Supreme Council of the Order of 

} the Initiates of Thibet, who had his headquarters in Paris, 

\ France. From May, 1908, to the Summer of 1910 I was a founda- 
tion member, a member of the directing council and secretary 
of the Oriental Esoteric Heed Center of Washington, which was 
founded by the said General Inspector and under obedience to 
the Supreme Council of the said Order. Trom April, 1910, to 
the Summer of 1912, I was trustee incorporator and correspond- 
ing secretary of the Orienta} Esoteric Society, 2 corporation; 
and from August, 1910, up to the present I have been a trustee 
or director and secretary of the Oriental Esoteric Center of 
ihe United States of America, a corporation., 

During all of said time and up to about the middle 
of September of the present year, Dr. Stokes conducted a li- 
brary in his house at 1443 Q Street, H, W., the primary pur- ` 
pose of which was the circulation and sale of books end lit- 
erature relating to Oriental Esoterie philosophy, occultism 
and ethical end religious subjects. Prior vo the Summer or 
the present year the exclusive and absolute right of Dr. 


Stokes +o the title and control of said library was never to 


my “newledge questioned; and neither said Oriental Esoteric 


Read Center, Oriental Esoieric Society or the Oriental Eso- 


Subst T5 


teric Center, Incorporated, or any person other than Dr. 
Stokes connected with either of said organizations ever, 
bo my mowleage, assertea any right or title to said li- 
brary, to any interest in 1. or to any control over it. 
From February, 1906, to May, 1908, there was no 


organized Center in Weshington, The only Work which v. 


E uber 
74 onte us 


purported to be done under the direction of the Order of 
Initiates of Thibet from 1906 to 1908 were the open lec- 
tures delivered by Miss Marslend in the Q Street house, " 
which Dr. Stokes provided for her use, In 1906 Dr. Stokes 
had at this house two or three shelves of books which he 
loaned for hire from time to time to persons who attended 
Miss Merslend's lectures or who were interested in occult 
study. These books included his private library and a few 
others given to him by persons who saw the use he was making 
of his books, He gradually increased the number of his 
books and in 1907 began to loan and to sell books by mail, 
advertising as the Library of the Oriental Esoteric Center 
and sometimes as the Library of Occultism. i 

In 1908 the Oriental Esoteric Head Center of Wash- 
ington wes reopened under ihe direction of the General Inspect- 
or, with ten foundation members, who formed its directing 
undi. Dr. Stokes holding the office of Deputy. It was 
then recognized that his library would be the principal agen- 
cy through which prospective members could be brought in 
touch with the Center, and Miss Marsland desired and sought 
to have Dr. Stokes designated as Deputy and Librarian. The 
general regulations of the Order, however, made no provision 
for such an officer as a librarien or for the conduct ofa 
library on & commercial basis, and the General Inspector of 


the Order disapproved of Miss Marsland's recommendation and 


refused to allow Dr. Stokes to be appointed or recognized 


&s Librarian of the Center. Lovwithstanding this action, 


however, in order to keep the Center before the public, Dr. 
Stokes advertised his library as the Library of the Oriental 
Esoteric Center and was frequently referred to as Librarian 
of the Center, not because the title was official but because 


it enabled the Center through this use of its name to have 


an 


the benefit of the advertising that Dr. Stokes gave the 11- T 
He also advertised as the Library of Occult 11 ES 
brary. / In this way great numbers of people who had never B 


Uit 


heard of the existence of the Center came in touch with it, 
were subsequently induced by pr. Stokes to join ihe Center, 
and it was with this end in view that the library and Center 
were identified as closely as possible in the advertising. 
The members of the council fully understood this to be the 
true state of affairs. 

In April, 1909, Dr. Stokes gave up his position 
with the United States Government to devote himself more 
fully to the business of his library. A year later Miss 
Mersland and other members of the Center caused & corpora- 
tion, know as the Oriental Esoteric Society of the United 
States of America to be organized, and caused the "Bulletin", 
which had theretofore been published as the organ of the Cen- 
ter end recognized es its property, to be transferred to this 
‘Society. Thereafter Dr. Stokes designated his library as 
the Oriental Esoteric Library, the designation, Library of 
the Griental Esoteric Center, peing practically, if noi al- 
together, abandoned; and he advertised it in the bulletin 
as "affiliateà with the Ortental Esoteric Society". It was 
suggested at that time that Dr. Stokes advertise the li- 
brary as the Library of the Oriental Esoteric Society, fus 
stead of Library of the Oriental Esoteric Center, by which 
term it had theretofore been most frequently advertised, 


at least not to any considerable extent, 
but the suggestion was not followed/ because some of ihe mem- 


bers of the Society objected so to holding out the library 


on the ground that the Society might become liable to third 

persons for debts which Dr. Stokes might incur in connection 

with its operation. Dr. Stokes continued, as before, to 

neet the expense of the publication and issuance of the Bul- 

letin, using & section of it for the advertisement of the 11 

brary end for the publication of such articles as he desired. r ; 
This close association of the library with the Society was 
undoubtedly of great aid to the Society, as it had been to . 
the Center, bringing to the Society a vast amount of publici- 
ty and a continuous increase in its membership, probably 95% | 
being brought in through this agency and Dr. Stokes" personal 
letters. 

The leaflet, published by the Center until the organ- 
ization of the Society and after that date by the Society, was 
called the "Bulletin of the Oriental Esoteric Center" and it 
was mailed as second-class matter, The incorporation of the 
Society was disapproved by the authorities of the Supreme Coun- 
cil of the Initiates of Thibet, who refused to recognize it or 


allow it to be associated with the work of the Order, finally 


expelled the officers of the Center and closed it, and threat- 


ened to proceed to prevent the Society from using the name of 
the Center, or claiming to be connected with it. Not desir- 
ing to change the name of the Bulletin, because of the be- 
lief that if changed there might be some difficulty in contin- 
uing to mail it as second-class matter, and fearing that the 
General Inspector or his representative would proceed as he 
threatened, Miss Narsland and some of her associates proceed- 
ed to organize a corporation knovm as the Oriental Esoteric 
Center of the United States of America,and thereafter certain 
of the members of the council of the originel Center, who had 
been eroded by the decrees of the General Inspector conveyed 


or attempted to convey to the new corporation their intercst 


in the property rights of the ori~inal Center. Té library - 


was not, however, considered part of the property of the orig- 

inal Center but the property of Dr. Stokes, and that no attempt 

was made to transfer it is made flear from the fact that the : 
property transferred was estimated to be of the value of only 
$490.00, while the value of the Limran at that time reached 

into the thousands. This corporation, Oriental Esoteric Center 

of the United States of America, has never had any connection ` O€ X 
whatever with the Order of the Initiates of Thibet, was —" | 
ized solely with the view to protect its incorporators against 

that Order in the use of the name Oriental Esoteric Center, aid 

no work except elect officers up to the Summer of 1912, and was 
disowned and repudiated by the General Inspector. 

During all the foregoing period from 1906 to 1912, the 
library was under the entire control of Dr. Stokes, who provided 
quarters for it in his house. With the exception of a handful 
of books given to him at the outset, he purchased all the books 
it contained, he paid the salaries of all employees, of which 
there are now about twenty, and paid all advertising bills and 
all expenses of every kind inoident to its operation; and while 
both the original Center and the n bene fitted largely by 
his work, the service rendered 5 an entirely voluntary on his 
part and he was not — M i or subject, ‘to the control of, 


either the Center or the Society. 


ep 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this ) 9€ day 


of Octoher, A. D., 1912. 


| 7499 PPP PEE letaro k 
| \ | 1 
tas ; of aio i TO--WIT: 


I, Ernest N. Brown, being first duly sworn on oath 


state as follows: T. vas a foundation member of the or- 
iental Esoteric Head Center of Washington from 1908 to 1. 
1910, which was a semi-religious, voluntary association. 


It was an unincorporated body, organized under rules and 


d 


regulations prescribed by an Order known as the Initiates 
of Thibet, to which it was subject and of which it was & . 
Center, to the miles and regulations of which all its men- 
bers subsoribed, and was under the direction and control 
of the General insssutom of the Supreme Council of said 
Order, who had his haadniartor in the City of Paris, 
France, and by whom the Head Center had been founded, 

On account of my experience and business training, 
Miss A. E. Harsland, who Glained to be the representative 
of fhe. General Inspector, was anxious to have me take an 
active part in its finencial affairs, and caused me to be 
selected as a member of the Directing Council and designat- 
ed as First Councilor therein. Subsequently, I was elect- 
ed Vice-President. During the period of my membership, I 
was brought into intimate touch with the financial end of 
the work. The Genter had no aanital and depended for its 
sunport entirely on dues and contributions from its members. 
It was frequently found e hard tb kees within the limits 
of the income and deficits were frequently made up by me 
and by Dr. H. Ne Stokes, who was also a member of the Direct- 
ing bonne, with the title of Deputy. He was perhaps the 
most ardent supporter which the Center had and from time to 
tine contributed very largely to its support. | 

Then I became associated with the work, Dr. Stokes had 


a nirculating library, whict. e? gondaueteé from his house at 


N u Es Lie Lu K 
E A "TA € 


1443 Q Street, Northwest. | The Center also had its head- 
quarters at Dr. Stokes! house, The Center had no control 
whatever over this library, made no contributions to its. 
support, and received no accounting from it. Tt 14117 C ps 
recognized at that tine that the library belonged solely 
to Dr. Stokes and represented his personal Wok; and when 
plans for the construct ion of a temple were under consider- ee i 
ation by Miss Mar sland, although the Library then employed 
a considerable force of clerks, no account whatever was tak- 
en of it in the projected plans for the Center. 
| Under his direction, the business of the Library grew 
to such an extent that in the year 1909 he resigned a lucra- 
tive position with the United States Government in order to 
devote his entire time, energy and capitel to this work. 
Hp need his Library to further in every way he could the 
work of the Center. He made a specialty of providing and 
advertising books which would inte rest readers in the work 
of the Center. He freely advertised the Center in con- | 
nection with the Library; in fact, for the purposes of ad- 
vertising the Center, he tractically loaned the Library to 
it and in many of his advertisements, I thihk, called it 
the Center's Library. All, or practically all, the ad- 
vertisement received by the Center was that given in the 
advertisements of the Library, which were nublished wholly 
at the expense of Dr. Stokes, and in a leaflet knom as 
"The Bulletin", which was published in the name of the 
Genter, which also carried the süvertisenents of the Li- 
brary, and which was published at the expense of Dr. 
Stoxes, the Center scarcely contributing enough to pay the 
cost of mailine the sane to its members. 


About the year 1910, a controversy arose between 


iss Marsland end the General Inspector as to the cdnis- 


Sion of members, election of officers, and other matters 
relating to the conduct of the Center, which matter, in 
accordance with the rules and regulations of the Order 
E subject to ‘the approval of the dons rl ingpeouers 

In order to free herself from the control of the Order 

in e det tors, she oansed the Oriental Esoteric Soci- i 
ety to be incorporated, with the idea that this nooiety o 
should be & preparatory body to prepare candidates for ad- 
mission to the Center. The dissension aroused by this 
and other actions taken under the 4780 bon of miss | 
Marsland resulted in the removal of her and her follow~ 
ers from their offices in the Center and their l 
from membership in the Order. The Center was thereupon 
temporarily olosed by decree of the General Inspector and 
Miss Fannie C. Willis was designated by him, on behalf of 
the Order, to take charge of the Center, with all its 
property, until such time as it should be properly and 
regularly re- opened. Miss Marsland thereupon caused a 
corporation to be organized known as the "Oriental Eso- 
terie Center of the United States of America", the incor- 
»orators of which had been expelled from original Center 
which alone was part of and subject to the "Order of the 
Initiates of Thibet", and she aleo sought to cause 211 the 
property of the original Gentes to be turned over to her 
incorporated society or incorporated center, and to trans- 
fer all the members of the original Center to the society, 
withont the non-resident members knowing anything whatever 
of the expulsion of her and her followers from the origi- 
nal Genter, and from the Order of the Initiates of Thibet. 

In none of the disoussions relating to these changes 


was it ever suggested or intimated, so far as I ever heard 


or knew, that the Library, which Dr. Stokes e running 


— 


a. . a 


Oo C€ 


24 


at his own expense, belonged to the original Center. 
No attempt, to my knee dee, was made ta transfer 1t. 
to either of the new corporations. On the contrary, 
from and efter the incorporation of the Sooiety, the 


ibrary, hion was then called the oriental Esoteric 


Library, was ae merely as bedne "affiliated 
with the Oriental Esoteric Society” . 


day of October, 1912. 


^ aet 


— " % gung 
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY CF OHIO, CITY OF VHEELING, E "i Du 


ze 


On this day of October, A. D. 1912, persondlly appeared 
before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and for the State and 
County aforesaid, E. C. Ewing and Margaret V. Ewing, both being personal- 
ly known to me, who having been by me first duly sworn, deposed as i 
follows: B 
About the month of December, 1908, they became members of the 
Oriental Esoteric Center of Washington, D. C., the headquarters of which 
were at 1445 Q, st., H. v., Washington, D. C. Sometime thereafter they 
were elected members of the Council, which was the governing body of the 
Center, and they continued as members of said Council until the year 1910. 
As menbers of said Center and Council, they were present at 
deliberations affecting the financial matters of the Center, were familiar 
with its affairs and management and had personal knowledge with reference 
to the library which was used in connection with and in the promotion of 
its Work. They always understood that said library was the personal and 
private property of Dr. H. H. Stokes, that it vas purchased and maintained 
by him from his private funds, and that neither the Center nor the Council 
had any property right in said library or in the operation thereof; and 
while they were members of said Council, neither said Center nor Council 


ever made any claim to said library or attempted to exercise any control 


over it. 


Taken, sworn to and subscribed before me this day and year above 


written, as witness my hand and notarial seal. 


Notary Public. 


My commission oxpires bes, 77; 


i a rd . f- C/ E 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN, 


oo Xr wy " : f. „ 
| being duly sworn, depose. - and My cs . ... 7015 — ev 2 


] 
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r . e NEP AEN 


Ph Le if 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, this...... x. Sd EDD barones ^ === day Of ! 


i men Q Aoter: Bes Pets hand SS 144.2, 
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Notary Public, County op Atco 5 tenus 


My commission expires sette 190 


A ( p : My cembiesion expires Dec. 16, 1914 
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" DISTRICT OF COL WI, TO-WIT: 


vere ety appeared be fore me, 


Notary Publio, Mrs. Mary Elite STERN, who veins first 


duly sworn on oath deposes as follows: 


— e 


wee, 


She has been a resident of the District of Columbia 
for the past four years, hör present address being 1022 
Ve mont Avenue, Northwest. About the year 1907 or 1908 
She became a member of the Oriental Esoteric Center of 
p Washington, D. C., which had its office or cuarters at 
us 1443 Q Street, iorthwest, and about the same time she 
E So became a nenher of the Directing Council, which was 

fron which- Council shé-resigned ahout two years later. 

the governing body of said Center] ^ The said Center was 
& branch and sith je ct to the control of the Order of the 
Initiates of Thibet. The Center was an unineorporeted, 
semi-religious, voluntary association, and was governed 


by the rules and rezulations of said Order and under the 


ae ‘direction of the General Insvector of the Supreme Council 


"d 
— 


of said Order, who had his. headquarters in Paris, France. 


~ 


N The hsaüonarters of the Center ed in tho house of Dr. 
02 . N. Stokes. In addition to providing the house for 
id z 
= the use of the Center, Dr. Stokes conducted a circulati ng 
8 library therein, which he used in co-oneretion with the 
E Center and in furtherance of its worn. This library was, 
rb CQ " 2 
885 so far as I ever knew, under the control am sunervision 
£ : of Dr. Stokes. The library vas at no time discussed by 
E. the Council durinz my membership therein, and 3t wes not 
bi E claimed or suggested br anyone connected with the Center, 
£ 


in nj rresenoe, that the Center had any control whatever 


e 
4 


bod 
Netohe 


over said Liprary,tat. ites recognized by all the nen. hers 


* 
we 
- 


of the Souneil that Dr. Stokes, through the Tery, war 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO-WIT: 


I, Sarah F. Fitzgerald, being first duly sworn on oath 
state as follows: ö 

1 vas President of the Oriental Esoteric Head Center of 
Washington, which was organized under the direction of the General 
Inspector of the Supreme Council of the Initiates of Thibet prior 
to . When & library vas started in a small way by Dr. Stokes 


4) at 1443 Q Street, Ne * about 1905 or dd pis remember giving three 
/ 


Pa books, "Ghostland" and — e DEH being among 
the number. These books were donated by me to Dr. Stokes for his 
library. There was no active Center in Washington at that time, 
there had been no library while l was president, and I understood 


that the library belonged to hin. 


October, A. D., 1912. 


— 


"Washington, Aug. 14 7108. 


oC 1 n "91 


| | Ip " 
My dear Sister: AU Let 


XX XXX X X X X My personal feeling is that the end of the 
Oriental Esoteric Center as a broad practical force has come and 
just at the moment when it was most promising. x x x x What fur- 
ther there is back of this, I do not now, but 1 know that every 
doubt and Buspicion I ever had as to the forces.back of this par- : 
ticular work have now come to the front and are persuading me not 
to sacrifice library one bit for anything which even at the 
best must be an ü kai nty to me at present. I have thought of 
a provis'onnl program for myself, which I hope you will be willing 
to talk over with me in the spirit in which we have so long worked 
together. 

I. . The publication of the blotter and leaflet, and their 
distribution, as well as necessary advertising, to be carried on 
at the expense of your friends--whoever they are; the amount so 
saved to be devoted to pushing the mailing library, to paying of- 
fice expenses, and to keeping me out of the hole into which said 
friends have placed me. 

II. The advertisements of the Center in various periodicals 
to be replaced by smaller ones, but more of them, stating that 
books may be borrowed free, eto, but without reference to the work 
of the Center, which would take too much space, besides introduc~ 
ing complications. 

Ill. Arrangement with any reputable and well established oc- 
cult organization, with a future before it, such as The Theosophical 
Society, The Vedanta Society, to carry on the work under their patron- 
Age. 

. IV. My practical withdrawal from the work of the Oriental Es- 
oteric Center, and devotion to circulating literature exclusively. 

V. Reorganization of my work and revision of printed matter 
eto, in accordance with the above. x X XX XXX X X 

If you had given me your confidence, x x x X X x and,had dis- 
cussed ways and means and the needs of your work with a little 
patience x x x x with the forces which were slowly but surely work- 


Ing in the right direction for the Oriental Esoteric Center, there. 


would have been no break in its progress. But your abrupt action 
in the matter, no opportunity for discussion, no explanation fur- 
ther than it took too much of your time to concern yourself with 
my affairs, has brought about a condition which will not be rea- 
soned down. I have hesiti ated whether to write or simply to let 
things go their own way. On the whole it seemed better to do 
1 I could towards opening the way towards an arrangement which 
might.be satisfactory to both of us and which would enable you to 
devote more time to your work, and to have better facilities ani 
freedom from anxiety, while it would also make it possible for me 
to work with the old Esoteric Center as well as in the field which 
has opened itself for me. : ; 


Yours fraternally, 
(s.) H. N. Stokes." 


"The Windmere, Rehoboth, Del. 
m Aug. 15th, 1908. 


My dear Brother: 
x XX XXX x With regard to your provisional program which 
you ask me to discuss, I notice that the first item 1s untrue in 


the last clause, since no one has put you in any hole, unless it 


Cub 


on, 
^ 


DSSUREOR OF COLUMBIA, TO-WiT: 
A Fannie C. willis, being first duly sworn on oath state as fol- 
lows: 55 MET 
I have been closely associated and identified with the work. ,of; 
the Order of the SAATIN of Thibet, from its beginning dn Waehinston 
&bout 1902. I was one of the foundation members of thé Oriental 280 
terio Head Center of Washington when it was re-opened in 1908, a mem- 
ber of its Directing Council and General Secretary. In 1910 i re- 
si med as General Secretary and was made Member of Merit of the order. 
After the incorporation of the Oriental Esoteric Soctety and the ex- E 
puls'on from the Onder of those connected with said Society, I was 
made Representative Delegate of the General Pi ges TAON of TE Order, 
/ in charge of the work of sald Order in the United States. 
y^ I have been familiar with the work of Dr. H. N. Stokes in the con- 
duct of a circulating library since it originated in 1905, and fully 
understood its relations to the Center. The library was always un- 
derstood to be his exclusive property and at no time did the Center 
attempt to regulate the library or to exercise any authority over it. 
The use of the letter-head of the Center and ‘ts name in his adver- 
tisements, correspondence and printed matter was recognized as being 
to its great advantage in making ‘ts name and work known to the pub- 
lic and in securing new members, In 1910 Miss Marsland and ot eee 
who had been expelled from the ori uem Center, undertook to trans- 
fer their interest in its property to the Oriental Esoteric Center, 
which had been incorporated by Miss Marslend and her expelled as- 
soc*ates, The library st that time was not claimed by them or in- 
tended to be transferred, the value placed by them on the pro rty 
they attempted to transfer being only about $400.00, whereas the 


library alone mist have had a value of several thousand dollars. 


Subscribed and sworn ta before me this Ad. day of Oct- 


eein Sina 


27 ul ed 


ober, Ae De, 1912. 
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(Exhibit G, pace 2) ^o i: 


be yourself, certainly not those whom you repeatedly call "your 
frienás" mwaning mine but not yours, 
No. II. Tou are already doing. 
No. Ilii. You have tried before. 
Nos. IV ami V - lie entirely in your own sphere. I cannot ad- 
vise you in anyway. You must do what you think is right, and what- 
ever you do you may count on me to help you all I can. x X x 

Yours fraternal 17, 

(8. ) A. E. Mars land. 
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Form No. t. 


Chis Agreement, made this. F. f. th day of.. September : 
N. D. 1.908. between A. D. ADDISON of the frst part JJ 8 Š 
5 CN — N of the second part; mem ww 


- 
n 


" WITNESSETH, that the said pert. y. el the first part do eghereby demise A 7e TET 


vod 


g ( : m ` 
i er of the second part, as- a tenent-for-the- term- n-of-one sei da. pub. D 


tet 


4 


E and f premises known as ——Ó n Ror EI 
ER ——Ó 8 pete e " 


That said part.y..of the second part hereby agree gto take and hold the said premises as. .& .Lenant 
as stated. above. and to.pay therefore for the said term the sum. or. 
-pent-of Fivo hundred and forty (540.00) Dollars, same to he paid . 
—menthly—in-sdyenoe-—in-twelve-equal-monthly-instabments eech of. 
cpgortysfiva [$45.00] Dollars, .— ue du on Lue uu Lec 


the first payment to be made on the-165t day-of Oct. 908, and the subsequent payments to 


be made in- advance on the First. day of each and every mont... The said 
part - . of the second part agree 8 that he. will pay all gas and water- rent bills l against the 
premises during....hig..occupancy; that he. will not use the said premises, or any part thereof, for any 


unlawful or dangerous purpose, but will occupy the same only as a —dwelling-.and will not sub- let the 
premises, or any part thereof, or transfer possession thereof, carry on any business therein . except a8... 
—gforesgid--—— "without the written consent first had and obtained from the said part... y... of the first 
part, and at the expiration of... higs...tenancy will deliver up the premises in the like good order in which 
they now are, ordinary wear and tear and damage by the elements only excepted. 

The part...y...of the second part further agrees that if any installment of rent shall not be paid when 
the same shall be and become due and payable, as hereinbefore provided (whether demand shall have been 
made for the same or not), or if - He. shall in any other respect violate any of the conditions and covenants 
contained in this agreement, then it shall be lawful for the said part. . of the first part to recover 
possession of said premises, the said part.-. of the second part hereby waiving all right to claim a 
thirty days’ notice or other legal notice to remove from said premises. 

It is further understood and agreed that the covenants and agreements contained in the within agree- 
ment are binding on the parties hereto and their legal representatives, and no waiver of one breach of any 


covenant herein shall be construed to be a waiver of the covenant itself, or of any subsequent breach thereof 
—]1445-further-underetood-end-agreed-that.tho.premises.are not to. N 
—be-nsed—as--a-boarding-house..and that no room rent or boarding. signs 
-are--to-be-exhibited.on..the.house..or..in.front.of the premises. 
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Witness our hands the day and year aforesaid to this a 


Witness at signing: 


" 
May 10th, 1912. 


Dr. H. H. Stokes, Vice President 0. E. A. 
lip deer Brother, 
I have been much grieved for many months past to see 


your gradually waning interest in the work of the Society and the 


Holy Cause, and to observe your present attitude of criticism and 


went of confidence in its Leadership. . 

We all give you credit for good intentions, and believe ‘ 
that you ere obeying the judgment of your isikuna in the stand 
that you are now teking. Under the circumstances, however, .since 
you can no longer endorse the ideals and teachings for which the 

Society has always stood, it will be impossible for you to work 
harmoniously with the body of the Trustees in Love Union end Peace, 
as we are all pledged to do. What would appear Wisdom to you | 
would seem Folly and Error to us; your temporary withdrawal from 
this position of responsibility will therefore be in order. 

The By Laws of the Society have provided for this contin- 
gency in Art. 1. Section 4, "When any lember of the Corporation is 
uneble to attend to the business of the Society ho may be retired 
by e three fourths vote of the Board of Trustees. When such dis- 
ability is removed he may be re-elected." 

: We are all deeply appreciative of the good work thet you 
have done in the past, and regret with-ail our hearts the necessity 
for the present action. As an Active Lembor you vill have the 
to serve the Society » end to give 


same right ES you 


have elways had 


‘it your moral and materiel support, without assuming responsibil- 


ities you cannot conscientiously perform. 
Will rou kindly remit to. the Treasurer the amount of 
your promised contribution (which trusting to your word the Society 


hes edvanced) so that your neme may appear upon the books in good 


Yours always fraternaliy, 
A. E. liarsland, 


ES DC 4 


Fresident, C. Z. 8. 


I ae „ dedu ied ecu Ss CELUM 


"Mey 15, 1912. y A 1 f 


~ 


Pd 
s 


Dr. H. Ne Stokes, Librarian, 
1443 Q Street, N. We, 
Washington, D. Cs 
| My dear Brother:- m 
wy In consequence of recent publications of yours 
i! which are adjudged to be detrimental to the best interests 
of the Oriental Esoteric Society, you are hereby notified 
that there is no longer any affiliation between this Society 
and your Library. 

This relation being therefore annulled, we trust 
that you will take the necessary measures for removing from 
all of your printed matter, from the Critic, from all book- 
lists and circulars, the words "Affiliated with the Oriental 

. Esoteric Society". E | 
E .freternally yours, 


A. E. Mars Land, | 


1.9.8. 


President, O.E.S." 


c a 
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(Written on letter-head of Oriental Esoteric Society of the 
United States of America.) di. i 
M TR yon AL 


Uis j 
A^ : " 
"May 20th, H 


Dr. He N. Stokes, ' is 
My dear Brother: 
will you please make arrangements as early a8 pose 
sible to take the Society's name off the letters and announce- 
ments of the Librarye Since our ideals and teachings are no 
longer in harmony, the Society is not willing for its name or 
fr) symbol to be so used. Any paper that you may have on hand we 
rji shall be glad to pratis by arrangement if it would be agree- 
able to you. 
l i Peihnps you could arrange to have on our paper a 
few only of the slips Leopold is now making and the rest later 
when you have your own let ter-heads. ö 
Yours fraternally, 


Ae Eo Marsland $ 
7 e WES Pres," 


— 
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dd 
(Written on letter-hesd of Oriental Esoteric Society of ie {08 
United States of America.) Zor i 


Y m PL 
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"May 218t, 1912. * 


Dr. H. N. Stokes, 
My dear Brother, . 
In regard to the matter of which I wrote you yes- 

2 terday, I hope I made it clear that ‘the terns Oriental and 
Esoteric apply to the Society and, now that you have repudi- 
ated the most sacred teachings of Esoterism and pride your- 
self upon your Occidental methods, they cannot, in the in~ 
terests of truth, be used on the Library letter~heads or 
other printed matter.. 

ö Yours fraternally, 


A. E. Mars Land, 


Pres. O. E. 8. 


Pou 04 "n 
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DELIVERY bIVIBION United States Post Office 


WHH WASHINGTON, D. C. 


May 28, 1912, FW E 


Mr. H. N. Stokes, 8 8 t : | 
Librarian, Oriental Esoterio Library, 
1443 Q Street, N. V., Washington, D. C. 


Sir: y : ba D 


Receipt is acknowledged of your communica- 
" tion of this date, relative to the disposition 
of mail addressed to The Oriental Esoteric Library, 
and in reply you are informed that Mrs. A. E. 

(P Marsland, The Hawarden, 1419 R Street, N. W., has 
today been ádviséd that inasmuch as you dispute 
her right to control mail so addressed, it will 
contime to be delivered to you until she shell 
have established her right to control its disp 
sition. 


Very respectfully, 
2 | 
4 , 2 , 


2-JD 


L^ 


(On letter-head of Oriental Esoteric Society of the United, States 
of America.) RU IW 


n 


E s 
I» poc n £ 
; /M d Lead 
"June 13, 1912. "n 
Dr. H. R. Stokes, 
1443 & Street, EN. W., 
Washington, D. C. 5 


Hy dear Brother,- 


I nave received the current issue oi "The Critic" 
and regret to note that the words "Oriental Esoteric" still con- 
tinue to appear in the Title of the publication. I am also sorry 
to observe your continued use of our library name. 


This use of our name cannot longer be permitted, for 
you can very readily see that it would but lead to a confusion 
thet would be detrimental to us both. 


You are still an active member of the O. E. Society, 
and, &s such, it is your privilege, and, michi I add, your duty, 
to "give the Society your material and moral support according 
to the extent of your powers“. 


Surely, you would aid, rather then hinder the good 
work, ard this confusion of names is but a drag on all our er- 
forts, -- yours, in the carrying on of your work, which ve vould 
help in, if allowed; ours, to carry on the work of the Society, 
vith „our cooperation, and that of all vno sre willing to lend 
tneir eid in the end eavor. 


As the meetings of the Society have been discontin- 
ued for the summer, a committee has been appointed to dismantle 
our Lodge-Room and remove all- the effects of the Society from 
your none. IT convenient to you, this will be attended to 
between now and next Monday or Tuesday ^ 


Will you please gather together any books or records 
that you may have belonging to me personally, or to the Center, or 
the Society. There was an old Scrap-Book to wnich I contributed 
a number of leeflets in 1904 and 1905, end other data, and these 
I should like to have. 

Yours fraternally, 
A. Ey Marsiand, 


President O.E.S." 


„ 
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"1443 Q Street, H. W., 
Washington, D. C., 
June 19, 1912. 


liss A. E. Xersland, i | gee 
President, 0. E. S. | cU XX 2 
4 
Dear Miss mars land: . . 
. UE £ unn " 
5 Referring to your letters of June 13 ena Pure 18. f Gate 
1212. i wep" er 


. I sent to you the items in the scrap book to which 
Jou refer. I do not think I have anything else belonging either 
to the Center or Society, or to you personslly. If I find any 
I shall send them at once. ; ” 
, With refernce to your objection to the pi 
Library of the words "Oriental" anà "Esoteric", I feel sure a 
there are some points which you nsve failed to consider. 


cA ,  ,.,. First. The incorporated name of the Society is 

A The Oriental Esoteric Society of the United States of America", 

^j While that of the Library is "The Oriental Esoteric Library," 

e which is quite a different thing. The words “oriental” and 

A "esoteric" are common English words, to be found in eny diction- 
ery. The incorporation of the Society gives it the right to 
the use, exclusively, of its name as a whole, but it does not 
give it the monopoly of the dictionary or of the English leng- 
uage, so as io deber others from the use of the common English 
words which may form a constituent portion of its title. All 
of these words are in common use by numerous societies, in- 
stitutions and firms. 

Second. The words "oriental" and “esoteric" 
exactly describe the class of literature of which the Library 
makes a specialty, and which, as you very well know, it is 
its chief aim to circulate. They constitute an advertisement, 
if you wish, for drawing to it the class of patronage which 
it desires. 


Third. These words were in use by the Library 
long before either the Society or the Center were incorporated, 
and no objection was ever raised to their being used, and by 
their use the Library has built up a business in selling and 
loaning oriental and esoteric books. 


Fourth. The Library is known everywhere, 2mong 
tnousands of people under this name, and io change it would 
lead to endless confusion. i 


Fifth. The Library is my exclusive personal 
property, as vell as the business of whatever kind connected 
with it. It has been built up entirely at my expense and by 
my efforts, and the Society nes never contributed financially 
in any wey whatever. Besides, the patronage of the Library 
nas been secured at my expense, through advertising. Far from 
the Library owing its existence or present standing to the 
Society, or being in any way under its control, the Library 
has given the Society an enormous amont of gratuitous adveriis- 
ing at a very large expense to itself and at an expenditure 
of money which could very well have been better employed, if 
congidered trom e commercial standpoint, in other wars. Fully 
nine-tenths of the membership of the Society consists of those 
who Seve oisel the SceLety on ny personal restric cst ion, 2s 
Litrerian. Besides, I kave in whe past contributed very cor- 
siderable sums to the expenses otf the Society, either in ny 
Own neme or thut of tbe Library, end for several years paid 
pregvicslily all the costs of issuing anë Zietrikutinse tie 


Bulletin. e, £0, 4) 


— * 


(Exhibit N. page 2) 


Sixth. The Library has thousands of dollers, probably, 
invested in printed matter, book catalogs, etc. all of which bear 
its present neme, and which could not be changed or rejected with- 
oui great loss. 


Seventh. Under its present name the Library has ac- 
counts with & very large number of publishers here and abroad, 
and any change would only result in contusion. 

Eighth. Such confusion as has resulted in the past 
in the public mind between the Society and the Library has re- 
sulted only because both the Society and Library encouraged people 
to think that they were affiliated. The use of the letterhead 
of the Society by the Library has not been of any special advant- 
age to the Library, and while it may have caused some confusion, 
it was done solely with the object of spreading the name of the 
Society among the patrons of the Library. Any confusion which 
has resulted, therefore, has been to the advantage of the Society 
rather than the Library. With the pending adoption of & new 
letterhead, bearing the name of the Library only, such confusion 
will rapidly cease. 


In short, the present name of the Oriental Esoteric 
Library not only does not conflict, in any legal sense, with that 
of the Societ;, but it also represents a fixed investment in 
capital and a large "good-will," which are my personel property, 
end which cannot be lightly laid aside or attacked. 


f jou wiil consider these points, I think you will 
understand that I have very cogent reasons, of a financial nature, 
for declining to change the name of the Librery. 


In order to be perfectly sure that I am right in tak- 
inr this position, I have laid the matter fully before my attorneys, 
Messrs. Leckie, Cox & Eratz, and am assured that not only am I 
right in adhering to the present nane from business considerations, 
but that there is no conflict legal ly considered, with the rights 
of the Society, and thet the law and the courts would support me 
in the use or the present name. 


Certeinly it is my wish, as you suggest, to help the 
Society in any wey that I feel that I properly can. i nave no 
wisn for anything but the most cordial relations with it. But 
I think that such relations would be decidedly enhanced by your 
dropping this matter of the name of the Library. from now on. 


Yours fratemally, 


H. H. Stokes" 


(On letterhead of Oriental Esoteric Centre of Weshington, D. C.) 


"June 26, 1912 UT xL 
Í em Sew 
Dr. H. N. Stokes, Vice-President O. E. C. Ine. . " 
| j par d 
1443 Q Street, N. Wes j 7n lok w 


Washington, D. C. / 


Iy dear Brother, 


Your letter of June 19th has been communicated to 
me. The facts in the case are briefly these: Some seven years 
ago, Our Center (at thet time active in my person and through 
the Open talks I wes giving under the authorization of the 
General Inspection) committed to your charge the nucleus of a 
smail loan library, the books of which had been contributed by 
various members of my classes. You undertook to increase 
this Librery, to care for the books, and to collect the dues, 
al, of which were to be turned back into the Library Fund. 


All of these facts are clearly printed in our 
Bulletins, and these particular items were drawn up by yourself. 


We have advertised the Library widely, sometimes 
devoting half of the space of the Bulletin to thet purpose and 


to the publishing of Book-Lists. We have also permitted you 
to handle all the receipts thet have come in without report- 
ing the same in deteil. e knew you to be a loyal brother, 


and we believec implicitly in all the asseverations that you 
mede to the effect that you hed no other interest than to aid 
the society and to help it carry out its aims. 


All the documentary and other evidence in the case 


goes to prove indubitebly that the Library is ours; therefore 
your Fifth contention is preposterous. If you had been celled 
upon to act in the same capacity in "All Soul's Church" for ex- 


u 
ample, do you imagine that you would have been allowed to claim 
tne Church Library as your essét et the end of Sven years, hovever 
much money you might personally have put into it? 


I therefore, as President, demard an account of the 
present financial status of the O. E. Library in detail, and a 
list of its books, catalogues, etc., freparatory to our removing 
then. 
Yours fraternally, 


A. Z. Mars land, 


President, O. E. C. 


» 


\ 


LEG ARS ß 
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ORIENTAL EsorERIC CENTRE 
2 ö 
Was HIN STO, D. C. "s au ME 
T " i A 
Mr. Frank Mayo, , S 
526 Hyde Street, j pee qm 
San Frencisco, Cal. b 


My dear Brother: 
There is, at the present moment, a crisis in 


I . the affairs of our Society in vhich you, as one of our most 
Ki loyal Members, are called upon to act. 
td You will have noticed, if you read "The Critic", the 
\ claims that ere being made by Dr. Stokes, the Ex—Librarian, to 


the Oriental Esoteric Library es his "own exclusive perscnal 
T property"—claims which we cannot allow. Nor can we permit him 
to conduct his personal business under our name, as he still 
insists upon doing in spite of our protest. 

The Oriental Esoteric Library is, as its nare im- 
plies, the Library of the Oriental Esoteric Center. It was 
founded in 1905 by myself and certain of my students; and if 
you have any Bulletins for the years 1907--9 you will find it 
invariably spoken of in them as "The Oriental Esoteric Center 
Library", or the "Library of the O. E. Center". Dr.Stokes was 
officially named Librarian of the Center, October 5th 1909. 

In Kay.1910, the Oriental Esoteric Center Library 
assumed the name of "The Oriental Esoteric Library", and was 
affiliated with the Oriental Esoteric Society, a sister Socie- 
ty which had also had its birth in the activities of the Cen- 
ter, end whose especial function it vas to work actively in 
the world and disseminate the Truths given throvgh the Center. 
These three are One, a veritable trinity in unity, and they 
‘cannot lightly be separated. They have grown up side by side 
and each is essential to the other end to the whole Work; and 
it is planned for the Library to return to its affiliation as 
soon as peace is restored. 

You well know by your own experience, how vital an 
issue the Library is to our Members as well as to the public 
at large. It is indeed impossible for me as President to car— 
ry on the work efficiently without it. Wor is it just thet any 
single member, however much energy and means he may, unsolici- 
ted, have put into it, should endeavor to take for himself 
"exclusively" the fruits of all our united work during these 

‘past seven years. | 

It is therefore proposed that each and all of cur 
Members stand loyally shoulder to shoulder with the Directors 
end uphold them with their moral and material support in order 
to recover from Dr.Stokes the Center Library; or, if this 
should not be held ee then to provide ourselves rith 


4 2 i ri 4 
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another library equal to the one we have always had. 

Each Member is asked to contribute to this end 
$10.00 (ten dollars). Those who can give more than this, 
will, I know, gladly do so; for the function and use of the 
Library is well understood and always appreciated for good, 
practical work, Those of our sincere well-wishers who can- 
not give so much should nevertheless send whatever they can. 
to aid us at this crisis. 

Contributions should reach us, if possible, by 
September 15th. 

Will our friends also please mail in to us (not 
to the Library) samples of all printed matter they may have 
of ours, on which the Library is mentioned as being part of 
the Society or of the Center. We also need clippings of all 
our advertisements that you can find (1909-1912) with note of 
the date and name of paper in vhich they appeared. By thus 
co-operating with us you will prove that our teachings of 
loyalty and service are a real power in your life, leading to 
action. 
As one of our Brothers writes: "This is a glorious 
opportunity to find out of what stuff we are made.* 


Yours very fraternally, 


President, 0. E. C. 


TA 


ee dx sending them books, 
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Action and Reaction, People who live in 
recommended not to throw stones. ee, s 
Karma. : D 
Though the mills of God grind: slowly, yet they grind 
exceeding small; 
Though with patience he stands waiting, with exactness 
grinds he all. ' 


glass houses are 


The Best Remedy for corns, spiritual or otherwise, is not to 


attempt to pick the pocket of the man who treads on them, but to 
go to a chiropodist. 
The Theosophical Society is the chief exponent in America 
of the doctrines of Karma and Reincarnation. The Karma and 
, Reincarnation League, to which any one may belong who is inter- 
‘dsted and wishes to extend the popular knowledge of these practical 
teachings, has its headquarters at 7228 Coles Avenue, Chicago. 
O. Ii. Library Brotherhood Fund. Received June 27-July 10. 
Cash from A. A., A. B., C. B., M. B., Mrs. C. G., E. C. G., Mrs. 
S. C., N. II., W. P. I., W. Y, II., J. A. L., G. D. M., Mrs. L. 
N., II. I. P., F. R., G. R., H. L. S., Mrs. M. V. S., J. V., F. 


II. W., $13.75. Books from V. A., Mrs. A. H. B., Mrs. M. I., B., 


H. D, F. E., H. H., M. M., J. B, C. W. S, B. &, I. R. T, 
R. T., Anon., est. $18.07. Total, $31.82. 

Don't be Scared away from the Library because you cannot 
meet the terms. If you are in difficulty just explain frankly and 
we shall try to treat you well all the same. 

The Former Secretary of the O. E. S. can be addressed at 

Box 314, Washington, D. C. 
The Occult Review, monthly, $1.75 a year; specified or current 
numbers, 15 cents; sample copies free from the Librarian. 


4, | The Theosophic Messenger, monthly, $1 a year, sample copies 


ten cents from the Librarian, O. E. L. The official organ of the 
Theosophical Society, and free to members. 
n The O. E. Library Critic, every two weeks, 25 cents a year. 
organ of the O. E. Library. : 
Send To Us for some of our postcards to distribute among 


* 


your friends. Vou can't do them a better service than putting them 


in touch with the Library. 


Think of the Stay-at-Homes 


Now that you are preparing for your vacation, don’t forget 
the many poor people who can't afford to get away or who are sick 
or in prison, and to whom our books would be helpful. It is the 
object of the O. F. Library Brotherhood Fund to help these people 


. If you cannot send cash for the Fund, send the books you can 
spare, ‘They will be used or sold for the Fund, and will be doing 
something while you are boating or playing tennis, . 
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THE O. E. LIBRARY CRITIC 


Published biweekly at 1443 Q St., N. W., Washington, D. C. 
BY 


The Oriental Esoteric Library 
Vol. I Wednesday, July 17, 1918... kd * 


ONE YEAR, 25 CENTS 


SIX MONTHS,|5: CENTS 


REINCARNATION AND KARMA. 


Scientific belief is arrived at in one of two ways?-'One of these 


consists in direct observation of facts, the other, in inferring that 


certain things are true, not because they can be directly observed, 
but because their assumption is rendered necessary in order to 
explain known conditions. We believe in that which we can see 
with the naked eye, with the telescope or the' microscope, but such 
belief forms only a small fraction of what we are pleased to call 
knowledge. Most of us now-a-days believe in atoms, but no one 
has seen an atom. The atom is simply a convenient hypothetical 
thing which anybody is at liberty to dehy, but which, all the same, 
serves as the connecting link for myriads of scientific observations. 
Assuming the atom, we get a long way towards seeing why things 
are as they are; denying it, they bécome a mass of incoherent rub- 
bish like the words in a dictionary, each fact for itself. The 
world behaves as if it were built of atoms. Nobody has soared 
high enough to see that the earth is round. Nobody has been 
able to fix himself in space and note that it is revolving. Yet we 
have a large mass of astronomical and geodetic measurements 
which would mean nothing at all, which would be absurd and con- 
tradictory, did we not assume that the world is a slightly flattened 
sphere rotating about its shorter axis. The observed facts, taken 
in toto, don't fit in with the notion that the earth is flat and fixed. 
Yet men used to believe this. 

And quite the same line of thought applies to the wonderfully 
complex life of man, both as an individual and as a member of 
society. You may, if you wish, follow the plan of those men of the 
middle ages and neglect to look for any underlying principles in 
the horrible jumble of life and just judge by appearances. You 
may, if you wish, limit yourself to noting that man consists of 
say a hundred and fifty pounds of bone and flesh, that he is born 
of a woman and spends seventy years in toiling, worrying, suffer- 
ing, preying on his neighbors and now and then by rare chance 
enjoying his existence, and finally dying and turning into carbon 
dioxide, water, ammonia and a residue of phosphates. These arc 
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the observed facts, to which it may be added that, force, not justice, 
is apparently running the show. 

lf ihat goes against your stomach, you may assume, as the 
current belief does, that man consists 'of a visible body and an 
invisible soul, that the soul comes into existence simultaneously 
with the body, that partnership is established and carried on under 
the most diverse conditions, some favorable, others unfavorable, 
and that when death comes, it leaves the body to decay, but sends 
the soul into some heaven or hell where it is rewarded or punished 
eternally for actions for which its environment rather than itself 
is largely responsible. » 

This represents an important step forward, because it assumes 
that the body is but the overcoat of the soul, but it makes the 
somewhat bizarre assumption that the soul, while immortal, can be 
redeemed or ruined by the use to which it puts its one overcoat. 
It offers no explanation of why some souls are allowed to start out 
clad in gorgeous raiment, while others have to go from start to finish 
in tatters. It offers no plausible excuse for the apparent failure of 
the Intelligence it assumes to be behind things to have made a good 
job of Its work. Tt talks of eternal justice, while it insults it. And 
even today those who hold to this theory have not been able to 
explain why sin and suffering exist or how they can be in harmony 
with eternal love and justice. The theologians are still hanging 
each other over questions which result from the one overcoat theory 
and have proposed a theory of salvation which, while perfectly 
delicious for those who happen to be lucky enough to get under 
cover, is horribly uncomfortable for that large part of the race 
which has, through ignorance or otherwise, to stay out in the rain. 

There is but one theory yet proposed which fits into all the 
facts, which offers an explanation not only of the vicissitudes in 
the life of the individual, -but of the extreme differences in social 
conditions, and which, like the atomic theory, serves as the center 
about which all the facts may be grouped. It does away with the 
conception of a justice which is half injustice, of love which is 
half malice, of a God who has to admit that His creation is more 
than half failure. It shows that Divine Love and Divine Justice 
are one and the-same. It gives an explanation and interpretation 
of evil as well as of good. And as it thus serves to connect all the 
facts and to afford a reason for them it stands on just the same 
basis as does the atomic theory. Like the atom, it cannot be 
directly observed as a matter of personal experience—except in 
special cases—but it can be inferred from the way things behave. 

Briefly stated, this theory denies that the soul is limited to one 
coat and that when this is worn out it must go naked ever after; 
that it must abide by the use to which it has put this one garment. 
lt assumes that our immortality extends not only forwards, but 
backwards also. The soul, that is, the persistent and real part of 
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tianity ($1.25-.09). 


Group 5. Great Masters. Schure; Krishna and Orpheus 
($0.75—06). Besant; Esoteric Christianity: or, The Lesser Mys- 
teries ($1.50—13). Carus; The Gospel of Buddha (51.00.10). 

Group 6. Esoteric, etc. Johnston; Translation of the Bhagavad 
Gita ($1.00-.10). Besant; Three Paths to Union with God; and 
Dharma ($0.75--07). Kingsford; The Perfect Way. or, the Tind- 
ing of Christ ($1:50-.14). Kingsland; The Esoteric Basis of Chris 


Group 7. Psychic. Leadbeater; Claitvayance ($0.75—.06). 
Flammarion; Mysterious Psychic F'orces ($2.50—19). Leadbeater; 
The Other Side of Death (51.50.22). Podmore; A Critical His. 
tory of Modern Spiritualism, 2 vols. ($6.50 the set—postage, each 
.15; not sold singly). "m 

Group 8. Ethical and Devotional. Collins; Light on the Path” 
($0.40—03). Blavatsky; The Voice of the Silence ($0.50—01) 
Kempis; The Imitation of Christ ($0.35-.05). 

Group 9. Leadbeater; Man Visible and Invisible, colored plates 
($2.50—14). Besant and Leadbeater; Thought Forms, colored 
plates ($3.50-.11). Leadbeater; The Inner Life, vol. 1 ($1.50—.09). 
Leadbeater; The Inner Life, vol. 2 ($1.50—.12). 

Group 10. Special Forms of Occultism: J. evi; Doctrine and 
Ritual of Transcendental Magic ($2.50—17). Leo; Astrology fot 
AM, part I ($3.50-.21). Westcott; An Introduction to the Kabalah 
( $t. 25.06). Sepharial ; The Kabala of Numbers ($1.00—08). Old; 
Lao-Tze's Tao-Teh- King; The Book of the Simple Way ($0.75- 
.06). IHeindel; The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception (Western or 
Christian Occultism ; $1.50—.16). 2 

Group 11. Mystical Experiences. James; Varieties of Relig- 
ious Experience ($3.20—21). Jones; Studies in Mystical Religion 


($3.50-.17). ug 


Group 12. Advanced. Sinnett; The Growth of the Soul 
($1.50-.12). Besant; A Study in Consciousness (51.50.12). Bes- 
ant; The Pedigree of Man ($0.75—.06). . 

Group 13. Secret Doctrine. Blavatsky; The Secret Doctrine, 
3 vols. and Index Vol. ($16 the set; odd volumes can sometimes be 
supplied as follows: vols. 1, 2, 3, cach $5; Index Vol., $2.50: also, 
single second-hand vols.). Kingsland; The Physics of the Secret 
Doctrine ($1.50-.10). 

Group 14. Miscellaneous. Whyte; II. P. Blavatsky; an Out- 
line of Tler Life i Hartmann; Váfe and Doctrines of 
Paracelsus (52.50. 1). Seott-Hlliot; The Story of Atlantis ($1.25- 
7). Donnelly; Atlantis, the Antediluvian World (sctentific evid- 
ences ; $2.00--.13). 

lor continuous study: Light on the Path: The Bhagavad Gita. 

For reference: Hoult; & Dictionary of Some "Theosophiqal 
Terms ($1.75—.09). 

The Librarian will be pleased to give further suggestions or 
advice, or information regarding the Theosophical’ Society. 


a member, and it rests with the member to became a irte Theo- 
sophist. Quoted from an announcement of the. Theosophical 
Society. . w^ : 

The Librarian will be pleased to give to correspondents in- 
formation regarding membership in the Theosophical Society, and 
the addresses of local Lodges. 


Liberal Course in Theosophy for Deeper Students 

These books are'selected with the view of giving a scientific 
and philosophical basis. "They may be rented from the Library on 
the usual terms. The price and postage on each book are given. 
'The postage is to be disregarded if the books are bought. 

Make your requests on our Standing Request blanks, or check 
the books you wish on this sheet, stating the number to be sent 
at a time and how often, and enclose it to The Librarian, O. E. L., 
1443 Q Street, N. W., Washington, D. C., with your name and 
address and the usual credit of two dollars, if you have not such 
a credit already. 

Students preferring a briefer course should ask for Theosophy, 
Schedule C (16 books), or Briefer Liberal Course in Theosophy 
(30 books). 

The student is recommended to practise daily meditation, and 
all esoteric reading should be in conjunction with the New Testa- 
ment, especially the Four Gospels. These groups should be taken. 
in the order indicated, * s 

Daily Meditation. Marsland; Noontide Meditations for the 
Esoteric Disciple ($0.50—.03). . stus 

Group 1. Introductory. Leadbeater; An Outline of Theo- 
sophy ($0.25-.03). Rogers; Hints to Young Students of Occult- 


ism ($0.50—04). Besant; The Ancient Wisdom ($1.50—09). — 


Besant; Karma ($0.35—.03). 

Group 2. Psychological. James; Principles of Psychology, 2 
vols. ($5.00 the set—postage, each, .24; not sold singly). Recejac; 
Bases of the Mystic Knowledge ($2.50—15). Myers, IIuman Per- 
sonality and Its Survival of Bodily Death, abridged edition ($3.00- 
21). i 
ien 3. Ethical, etc. Alcyone; At the Feet of the Master 
($0.40—02). Besant; In the Outer Court ($0.75-.06). Besant; 
The Path of Discipleship ($0.75-.05). Besant; An Introduction to 
Yoga ($0.75-.05). Besant; Thought Power, its Control and Cul- 
ture ($0.75-.07). 

Group 4. Philosophy and Religion. Max Mueller; Three Lec- 
tures on Vedanta Philosophy ($1.75-.10). Besant; Four Great | 
Religions—Hinduism; Buddhism; Zoroastrianism; Christianity 
(50.75.07). Besant; The Wisdom of the Upanishats (50. 75-05). 
Leadbeater; The Christian Creed ($1.25-.10). 


us, of which the body is but the covering, has existed from ages 
past and will continue to exist indefinitely in the future. It re- 
turns time and time again to the physical life, each time having a 


new body, but always being the same soul. The passage of the“ 


soul through these successive lives has been aptly compared to a 
boy going to school day after day, and this is more than a mere 
simile, for the object of these repeated incarnations is to afford it 
the chance to learn and to grow by learning. The soul, like the 
boy, is at school and is learning by butting up against the problems 
and difficulties which life affords in abundance. When the body, 
following the law of all material things, wears out, the soul goes 
to rest for a time, but returns again —the, next day—and with a 
new body takes up the lessons it had left unfinished the day before. 
And so, life after life, it accumulates knowleflge, or in this case rath- 
er strength and character, until it has, like the boy, learned all it can 


in this particular school and graduates into a higher school be- 


yond our present knowledge. It must be obvious to anybody that 
so far as real progress is concerned, we make but little advance in 
one lifetime. We may, if we have been industrious, have solved 
a problem or two, or learned one or two rules of spiritual grammar, 
but we are far indeed from having mastered the language or the 
arithmetic, we are not much nearer pesfection than at the start. 
Which is more rational, to suppose that after our one day’s school- 
ing we must take up again the thread where we dropped it, or that 
having gone to school for a single day we earn the privilege of a 
never ending vacation? that we must go through the whole curri- 
culum or that we shall be allowed to enter Paradise as ignoramuses ? 
We do not assert that you or we can prove this point of view, for 
there are but few who can remember their past lives, but we 
ask you to consider it as a provisional theory and try to interpret the 
meaning of your own life and that of others in its light. If you do 
this, you will gradually find, as we have done, that a great illum- 
ination will be thrown on many dark places. And further, it will 
give you the great advantage of a broad view. The difficulties of 
life will no longer be overwhelming; you will see that what looks 
to you like au irremediable mistake or misfortune is really no- 
worse than an error in doing a sum, or misspelling a word. You 
will get to look on life, not as something to be gotten through 
anyhow, and then to play, but as part of a training for a later 
life which is infinitely more important than this, and fuller. 

This idea of reincarnation is not single; it is a twin. And the 
twin theory is that which is commonly known under the name of 
Karma, because in the West we have not known it long enough 
to have invented a word of our own so we have had to go to the 
East, where men have thought much longer on these things. Karma 
means simply the law by which you must abide by the result of 
your own actions. It means that if you are a good boy in school, 
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vou will get ahead fast; if you mind your own business and do 
-that for which you are there you will progress, while if you are 
a bad boy, and are idle, or careless, or waste your time in amus- 


ing yourself, you will have to do today’s sums over again to- 


morrow, till you cau go on. The doctrine of Karma is that while 
the teacher may guide you, or the boy on the néxt bench may work 
out your problems for you, you really don’t; learn anything till 
you do it yourself. The examiner is a very loving and kind one, 
but he positively will not let you pass to the| next grade till you 
have mastered your sübject—there is no evasiqn, no favoritism, no 


begging off, no cribbing or cheating. Your ond reward comes from 


doing well, your sole punishment that which/you bring on your- 
self. As you sow, so shall you reap; that is the whole idea of 
Karma in a nutshell. You are sure to be found out. Your neglect 
of today's lessons may not show today, but it will inevitably do so 
tomorrow. If you have not learned today's lesson, tomorrow will 
-find you in all sorts of perplexities. If you have not behaved in 
this life, in the following life you will have to suffer for it. The 
advance of the soul is quite as mechanical, inſone sense, as that of 
the scholar. It would do you no good for the teacher to do the 
work for you; he can show you the way, but you yourself must do 
the work. ‘ l , i 

Tbis is but a very brief outline of thése fundamental doc- 
trines. Those who study them deeply are often given to fine dis- 
tinctions, very important, no doubt, to a full; understanding of the 
subject, but not needed by the'average man until he has learned to see 
life in the light of the elementary principles. Mr. Leadbeater tells 
us that the astral and mental bodies are chahged with each incar- 
nation, as well as the physical, and he describes the whole process 
of dressing and undressing. Brother Atisha distinguishes about 
thirty-three different kinds of Karma. Welt and good. But what 
you and we want first to know is that we hve to dress and un- 
dress. It matters little whether we get intq our shirt or trousers 
first; whether we are directed to our new bodies by the great Lords 


of Karma, or whether we seek them as instinctively as the toper 
Loseeks the rum shop or the student the library. The first and main 


thing is to get the point of view, to see that we are aways given 
another chance, that we come back to school day after day, but 
always under better conditons the better we have deserved it. It 
is very interesting to study the various ways in which the law of 
Karma works, but the first point for the'scholar is to learn the 
plain rulé that he must do his best, and that while cheating, lying 
and stealing his neighbor's lunch may be very nice for the moment, 
he will have to pay up, if not today, then tomorrow. 
Ine ideas of Reincarnation and Karma are intensely practical, 
for they not only explain life as the atomjc theory explains chem- 
istry, but they are at the same time highly optimistic. They show 
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you that/ you can win out in the did if you will, and that your 
sufferings, if you have any, are not [he result of inexorable, fate, or 
of injustice, but either your own[fault, which you can, remedy. 
or else / thanks to the overruling Lbve, but the tests by which you 
can train your spiritual muscles to/greater strength. And you will 
have the satisfaction of fecling thyt you are ever so much more of 
a mah for having to fight your own way than if you were depend- 
ing on some Power to pull you ouf and hoist you over fhe wall into 
'arádise—a saintly, mollycoddle. { 


Notice 


The working “affiliation” which has existed between the Orien- 
tal Esoteric Library and the Oriental Esoteric Society having been 
dissolved, and the headquarters of the Society having been removed 
from the Library Building, all correspondents of the Library are 
urgently requested to send their communications directly to The 
Oriental Hsoteric Library, 1443 Q Street, V. IV., Washington, D. C., 
and to avoid the use of the words Society or Center in their address. 

Business relating to the Society and the BuLi should be 
addressed to 1419 R Street, N. W. l 

The address of the Critic is the same as that of the Library. 


The Library will forward communications and remittances ad- 


dressed to it, but intended for the Society, but will not hold itself 
responsible for delays or mistakes resulting from neglect to observe 


‘the above precautions. į 


No statements concerning the Library are to be considered as 
authorized unless appearing on its lists or circulars, in the CRITIC, 
or over the signature of the Librarian. The Library, is in no way 
responsible for the Society, nor the Society for the Library, finan- 
cially or otherwise. : ' 


What Is Theosophy? 
Theosophy is the body of truths which form the basis of all 
religigns, and which cannot be claimed as the exclusive pofsession 
of a! It offers a philosophy ‘which renders life intelligible, and 
which demonstrates the justice and love which guide its evolution. 
It puts death in its rightful place, as a recurring incident in an end- 
less life, opening the gateway .of a fuller and more radiant exist- 
encd. It restores to the world the science of the spirit, teaching man 
to know the spirit as himself, and the mind and body as his 
servants. It illuminates the scriptures and doctrines of religions 
by unveiling their hidden meanings, and thus justifying them at the 
bar of intelligence, as they; are ever justified in the eye of intuition. 
Members of the Theofophical Society study these truths, and 
Theosophists endeavor to live them. 0 
te be tolerant, to aim high} and work perseveringly is on as 


Every one willing to study, 


HISTORY OF THE ORIENTAL ESOTERIC LIBRARY 


In the years 1904 and 1905 a number of Courses of Instruction 
in the Oriental Philosophy and Comparative Religion were given 
hy Miss A. E. Marsland, the Representative of the Oriental Eso- 
terie Center of Washington, D. C., at her home, first at 1522 Six- 
teenth Street, N. W., and afterwards at 1443 Q Street. N. W. 

Towards the Fall of 1905, the attendance at these Open Talks 
increased and became steady, and there was a great demand for 
books and literature to serve as collateral reading and as an aid to 
the instruction. 

In answer to this appeal, the members of the classes ‘were in- 
vited to give, or lend, to the Center thcir books on esoteric subjects 
to form the nucleus of a Library. There was an immediate and 
cager response, and before the end of the year several hundred 
books were upon the shelves of the Lecture IIall. 

Already within two weeks of the first initiation of the “Library 
of the Oriental Esoteric Center” when but few hooks were actually 
in hand, its work of usefulness began: a set of Rules and Regula- 
tions was formulated and posted up, and the Library was declared 
open to borrowers. 

Tt was announced that all gifts to the Library and loans of 
books or MSS. would be held for the benefit of the Center’s Li- 
brary; all dues and receipts from the loan or sale of books were to 
be put into a Trust Fund, which was to be used for. the purpose of 
buying new books so as to increase the collection and thus enlarge 
its sphere of work. Dr. H. N. Stokes was put in charge of this 
Trust Fund as Librarian. 

During the remaining months of 1905 and the whole of 1906 
and 1907 the work went steadily forward; every Sunday and Wed- 
nesday evening, Miss Marsland spoke on some topic of esoteric 
interest; after the talk, questions were answered and books recom- 
mended for collateral reading. Whatever new books were needed 
for special reference were procured from the funds in hand and 
from gifts; and thus the Center built up its Library day by day and 
week by week. 

In these early days every one was personally interested in the 
work of the Center and Library aud in the circulation of the Bur- 
LETIN, which had been begun in 1904 as the Organ of the Work in 
all its branches, and much assistance was given by voluntary clTort 
for several years. On Thursday and Friday afternoons, especially, 
numbers of those students who were profiting by the Teachings 
were accustomed to come together for work, and the Center was a 
hive of industry on those days. ` 

All of this activity caused the Library to thrive, financially as 
well as otherwise. 

In November, 1907, the Librarian suggested to the Represen- 
tative of the Oriental Esoteric Center an increase in the work of its 
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ASTROLOGICAL FORECAST . 


for the lunar month beginning August 12th, 
1912. 


This forecast applies to the United States 
particularly. The influences of the lunation are 
general in effect, but individuals are affected 
much or little by it according to its relation- 
ship to their personal horoscopes and the pres- 
ent condition of the latter. £A 


With the satellitium in the 9th house square to Jupiter near the 
Ist and the major planets also quite adversely aspected, one of the 
most conspicuous features of this lunation will be a contentious, dis- 
putatious tendency among those interested in any way with law, 
politics, science, philosophy, medicine and studious matters gencrally. 
Much energy and time will be wasted in bitter, fruitless, non-perti- 
nent discussion and criticism. Occult students and others interested 
in the search for truth rather than personal glory and victory should 
keep in mind constantly the ultimate ends they are sceking during 
this period rather than any temporary advantages that may present 
themselves. Like all other so-called adverse periods, it may be used 
as a means of growth by the true and sincere student. It resolves 
itself mainly into a choice of controlling and utilizing the unusually 
powerful influences generated by such a grouping of plancts or of 
being swayed and driven by them. The majority of us are unable 
or unwilling to use more than the mild and so-called beneficent in-. 
fluences. This period will afford opportunity to many to practicc 
control of the more powerful. 

Railway and marine accidents will continue to furnish news for 
the daily press, and children and women on plcasure bent will suffer 
mostly in them. Financial matters will show rapid changes, some 
decidedly good, some not. People with weak lungs and chest should 
use much care and discretion during this lunation, as bronchial and 
pulmonary ailments will be prevalent, as, well as acute diseases of 
the digestive tract. 

The President's opponents will be active and critical, but he has 
powerful, stubborn influences at work in his favor and it is likely 
that the working class will be more inclined in his favor than for 
some time past There will be but little progress in legislation. The 
Equal Suffrage question will be one of the prominent subjects under 
discussion in political circles and elsewhere during this pericu, 
though but little apparent advance can be expected. E. W. 
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DARE! KEEP SILENCE!" 


DO! 


"WILL! 


Rest not! Life is sweeping by, 

Go and dare, before you die; 
Something mighty and sublime 

Leave behind to conquer timel 
Glorious ’tis to live for aye, 

When these forms have passed away. 


Haste not! rest not! calmly wait; 
Meckly bear the storms of fate! 
Duty be thy polar guide; — 
Do the right what’er betide! 
Haste not! rest not! Conflict past, 
God shall crown thy work at last. 


— Goethe. 
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BULLETIN 


OF THE 


ORIENTAL ESOTERIC CENTER 
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THE ORIENTAL ESOTERIC LIBRARY 
PREAMBLE 


It will, I know, be a great surprise to you all, as it was to us, 
to learn of the claim that is being advanced by the ex-Librarian of 
the Oriental Esoteric Center to the Oriental Esoteric Library as “his 
own exclusive personal property." We are therefore giving herc- 
with a short and succinct history of the Library from its foundation 
in 1905 to the present time. This account all of you who are inter- 
ested in the matter can supplement for yourselves by reference to 
the back-numbers of your BuLLETINs, in which scarcely a week has 
passed since 1906 without reference to our Library activities. 

We have always represented the Library to you as an integral 
part of our Work, as it undoubtedly is, and always has been from 
its inception, and we feel, therefore, that the pretension so suddenly 
advanced at this time calls for some explanation from us, we have 
been shocked at the nature of this extraordinary claim. 

There is no evil, however, without its accompanying good. In 
times of trouble true hearts draw neater to each other, for it is at 
such crucial moments as the present one in the life of an organiza- 
tion that “The Great Sifter” sifts; and, as He sifts, the good grain 
becomes separated from the chaff, the constructive elements from 
the destructive, the loyal member from the indifferent one. Each has 
his opportunity of approaching nearer to the center and of becoming 
more active and of greater usefulness to our Society, and thus to 
the World, i ' 

These opportunities are milestones on the Path of the true 


disciple. 
isciple : HS 77 , 


diem 
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MEDITATION 


: We say to the disciple, when he asks the way to the little Path, 
One of the doors is Self-Sacrifice," because we know that this is 

the outward sign of that inward growth which he craves. 

Ihe possibility of making a sacrifice. is the sign that the soul 

is beginning to assert itself over the body and its desires, and he 

who would increase that power must live a life of Self-Sacrifice; 

that is, he must allow his soul full sway and as it grows strong 


within him, so will his outward life bear the impress. Soul means . 


Sacrifice, yet, paradoxical as it is, for the true disciple there is really 
ny such thing as sacrifice. 5 

In those moments when he gives of the Great Deptli of his Soul 
to some Sacred Ideal, to touch some profound depth or to rise to 
some sublime height, which he knows has to be reached by him and 
which he strives after with all his might—in those moments his feel- 
ing is far from that of sacrifice, in the sense of depleting himself. 

Deep calleth unto Deep," and though to the onlooker he seems to 
make great sacrifices to his own consciousness the reverse 
of this is more nearly true. 

When the Deep within answers to the Divine Deep, it cannot 
then be sacrifice! How gladly does the disciple answer “Here am 
I, send me!" How fully does he realize that all he can give and all 
he can do, his noblest deed and most unselfish thought, are not sacri- 
ficed, are not parted from him, but are only tributes which his lower 
self pays to his higher self to further the expansion of his own 
Being. 

THE LAW ‘OF SACRIFICE 


1. Thy life is naught without sacrifice. The more thou givest, thé 
more thou shalt receive. Thot receivest only that thou mayest 
be able to give. i 


NC 
772. I beseech you therefore, brethren, that ye present your bodies a 


living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your rea- 
sonable service. 

Think not that outer sacrifice unites thee to thy Higher Self. 

Detter than the sacrifice of any object is the sacrifice of wisdom. 

It 5 ever the fire from above that kindles the sacrifice upon the 
altar. 

When a man sacrifices himself to the idea that he defends, by 
his act he creates in the astral, and in the spiritual world 
above, currents of wondrous power. This is the occult reason 
for the effect produced by persecutions and martyrdoms in 
stimulating and aiding the future development of the race. 

7. To those who know the true nature of Virtue, Self-sacrifice does 

not exist, for it is no sacrifice but a joy to give. 
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library by adding to it a Mail-Order section, with the intent to bring 
in sufficient funds to make the Center self-supporting. This sug- 
gestion was favorably received, the more especially since it offered 
an opportunity of giving out the Teachings more widely than here- 
tofore; and the work, thus increased, spread rapidly. 

It had always been customary to insert announcements of Miss 
Marsland's Lectures in the local papers, week by week; these ad- 
vertisements also drew attention to the Library; but from the year 
1907 and the establishing of the Free Mailing System, the Center 
began to turn its attention to a wider and more systematic publica- 
tion of the advantages offered. A much larger field was thus opened 
up, and advertisements of our Center and its Library will be found 
in many of the New Thought and other magazines of the years 
1908 and 1909. It is clear from these announcements that the 
Q. E. C. Librarian spoken of in them was indisputably in charge of 
the Center’s Library, and not the owner of iti 

When the Oriental Esoteric Center was reconstituted, May, 
1908, with Miss Marsland as President, at the first meeting of the 
Directing Council, May 8th, 1908, the Librarian in charge gave a 
full report of the condition and work of the Library; and a few 
months later, October sth, 1909, Dr. Stokes was officially named 
Librarian of the Center, although the name "Librarian" had been 
semi-officially in use before. è 

The Records in the Archives of the Center show continued in- 
crease in its Library work through 1909 and the carly part of 1910; 
and in May, 1910, the Oriental Esoteric Center Library was affili- 
ated with the Oriental Esoteric Society, a body which had been 
recently incorporated in order to carry on the outer or less recondite 
part of the Center’s work. The Oriental Esoteric Center Library 
was permitted to assume the “workable” name of “The Oriental 
Esoteric Library,” by which it is now generally known. The Library 
still remained, however, belonging to the Center. 

From the time of this affiliation, during the past two years, 
the O. E. Library has been very active and has done much good 
work with the Oriental Esoteric Society, whose name, prestige 
and influence it has been permitted, without question, to use; and 
the Library has proclaimed itself, and has been declared by the O. I. 
Society in all ways and at all proper times, to be au integral part of 
the Work. The Library has even, up to the time of the present 
claim, used exclusively the official stationery of the organization, 
first of the Center and afterwards of the Society. 

Yet, in spite of all this, the ex-Librarian now claims our Li- 
brary as his own persohal property! 

It is true, the Librarian in charge contributed largely towards 
the upbuilding and carrying on of the work in both time and labor 
freely given, and moncy voluntarily donated to the good of the catse, 
as was stated and believed by all concerned. But has one the right 
to give, and then, later, demand back? 
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The Bulletin is published weekly by the Oriental Esoterle Soclety 
at Washington, D. C. . 


Annual Subscription, $1.00 — Six months, 50 cents 


Three months, 25 cents 


Entèred ns second-class matter June 19, 1900, at the Post-office at Washington, D. O., 
undor Act of March 8, 1870 


must stand with apybody that stands right, st 
is right, and part with him when he goes 
Wier de Boe 
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BULLETIN 


THE Burtethy, the official publication of F a Esoteric 
Society of America, is one of the few weekly publications in the 
world devoted to oXcult and esoteric teachings. It contains edi- 
torials presenting in\simple form the tapings of the Society as 
applied to everyday lite. Its Answers } Correspondents tell you 
what you want to know and cannot get/from any other source. Its 
weekly "Meditation Pagà" gives you x thought with which to start 
each day of the week and keep Joy of the rut of routine and 
worry. It has a parents’ page; a young people's section; astrology 
for the month; comments orkcurrefit events from the esoteric stand- 
point, etc—An important meanb of communication between the 
Society and the world. Subsckiption price, $1.00 per year. 


The pin of the Q E. S. is slightly smaller than the 
given cut. Iy shows in the Center the Sacred name 
(of deep Esóteric nieaning) in white lettering, and 
from this point there pour forth rays of Wisdom, Love 
and Powey upon all belngs throughout the whole Uni- 
f verse. The Kaf, whichis shown in gold, symbolizes: 
our Society receiving/these rays, collecting them and giving them 
forth in spiritual truths to the whole world. The background is the 
dark blue of Space and the curved surface represents our world or 
sphere. E 

The Kaf is ihe 


l third letter of the alphabet of the Magi; it is 
the ineffable sym l of the Sacred Science and represents the power 
of the Initiates and also the realization of that power. Our Society 
has chosen thi$ symbol to represent its characteristics of strength 
and activity in serving the world, and also to \ignify the place it is 
designed to occupy and the part it has to play in the New Era. 
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, o ADVANTAGES OF MEMBERSHIP, 

Advantages of membership in the O. E. S. are: J 

1. Affiliation with the Universal Brotherhood, and ab” 
mote or less vital according to the development of each one, wi h 
Those, Who are directing the Great Work of human progress./ : 

2.\ The privilege of sharing in a united and systematic move- 
ment to‘further this great work; of aiding it by individual effort 
and influence, or by contributing financially; and the opportunity 
of personal! association with its leaders. . ' 

3. The`receipt of such lessons as accord with the degree of 
membership. x a " 

4. Admisslon to the meetings of the Society for study. w 

There are nòw two degrees of Corresponding Membership. 
These are: , 

1. Student Members who receive a course of carefully graded 
lessons at the rate of one in six weeks, with occasional question 
sheets and lists of books for collateral June They have the 
privilege of sending in practical questions on the problems of life 
which are answered in Tux BurtETIN/Correspondénce column, as 
space permits. i x $ 

$ Dues $1.50 a year. For countries requiring foreign postage, 
2.00. * / 

2. Corresponding Student mémbers who are in closer personal 
touch with the Officers of the Society. These receive courses o 
instruction suited to their individual needs with all the privileges 
of the first degree and, in addition, that of receiving letters of per- 
sonal advice from Officers and Members of the Society on their life 


issues. Their collateral reading lists are longer and more varied. 


than those of Student Members. This degree is recommended to 
more advanced students who are able to go more quickly than the 
first, having acquired some degree of control over themselves and 
their conditions. / 


Dues $3.00. For countries requiring foreign postage, $3.50. 

Active Membérship in the O. E. S. is\for more advanced 
students than those in either of the Corresponding degrees, Full 
information regarding qualifications and regulations governing 
Active Membership may be obtained from tlie Sectetary. 


, í — 
BOOKS BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE Q, E. S. 


Those interested in occultism will find the following books by 
the Presidént of the O. E. Society helpful in obtaining an introduc- 
tion to the subject: What Esoterism Is—paper 35 cents, cloth 50 


cents; First Principles of Esoterism—cloth $1.00, limp yellow 


leather $1.50. Other books by the President: The Way—daintily 
bound in paper, 10 cents; Noontide Meditations—paper 25 cents, 
cloth 50 cents, leather $1.00. 
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defendant, 
sver to the bill of complaint, 
answer thereto rre hereby 


part hereof, 


THS SUFRE COURT CP. TEN DISTRICT 


SSCTHRIC CENTER OF THE 

STATSS OF ALZRICA, a corporetion, 
ESOTERIC SOCIETY OF THE 

STATES OF AiSRICA, a corporation, 
ESOTERIC LIBRARY OF THE 


STATES OF ALSZRICA, a corporation, and tne 


ESOTERIC LIBRARY, 'a corporation, 


~ 


Pleintiffs, 


VS. 
STOKES, 
Defendant. 
STOKES, 
Cross-pleintiff, 
vs. 
ZSOTERIC CENTER OF THE 


oe OF ALERICA, @ corporation, 
SOTZ2IO SOCIETY OF TEE 

STAT 28 OF ALZCzCICA, & SOrporBtton, 
SOTEPIC LIBPARY OF THE 

374: "BS OF AiGREICA, a corporation, 
SOTZRIC LIBRARY, a corporation, end 

LARSLAID, 


Cross—defendants. 
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OS-BILL OF EEIRT N. STORES. 


Leave of 


Henry H. Stokes, 


this defendant (plaintiff herein) files this, 


the Court first being had and obtained, and the 
(plaintiff herein) having filed his &n- 
which seid bill and the defendant's 


referred to and preyed to be read as a 


his 


eross-bill, against the plaintiffs in the original bill, Oriental 


Esoterie 


Society of 
Bzcteric Library of 


pnd the Oriental Dsoteric Library, è 


fenésn^t 


Center of the United States of Ame 


the United States of America, € 


Y 1 
d 


the United States 


we — 0 XS 


herein! end 2180 against nones l 


rica, 


of Americe, 


Oriental Esoteric 


corporetion, Oriental 


€ corporetion, 


corporation, pleintirfs, 


E ^ 
3 saten 4 
se à EL [zd lex Neg 


£ tng Digtricu of 


( àc- 
t citizen oZ 


Colunbis, vno 


is hereby made a party to this cause, and sued in her own right, 
end respectfully shovs to the Court as follows: 
l. About the month of May, 1905, this defendant began a cir- 
 culeting librery at 1443 Q Street, Northwest, where he lived at the 
time. He conducted the same at said number until about the middle 
of September, 1912, since which time it has been conducted by him at 
1207 Q Street, Northwest. 
2. At the time seid library was begun, the defendant, Agnes 
E, IErsland, was the representative in the United States of an Order 
known as the Initiates of Thibet, and as such representative she was 
giving lectures in the parlor of the house aforesaid with a view to 
establishing or rather re-opening in the District of Columbia a branch 
of said Order mom es an Oriental Esoteric Center, and by her said 
lectures wes attempting to interest and instruct those who attended 
in the knowledge of oriental philosophy and occult science as taught 
by seid Order. 
3. The pleintiff herein, not desiring to conduct seid library 
in his own neme and desiring to assist said cross-defendant, Agnes 
Z. Larslenó, in her efforts to re-open seid Center, called and al- 
lowed his librery at that time to be designated as Library of the 
re Esoteric Center, although at that time no such Center vos in 
overetion or in ective existence. About the Fall of 1907, heving 
decided to circulate peeks is begen to advertise said librery in 
various magazines and to send out circulars, and printed matter in 
reference thereto. ‘The said Agnes E. Marslend, having secured a 
sufficient number of adherents, was cble to establish or re-open a 
Center of said Order in the District of Columbia in the year. 1908, 
Upon the formetion of said Center the plaintiff herein eifilieted 
his libvery therewith, es the Librery of the Oriental Esoteric Conter, 
end co-operated with said Center until the Spring of 1910, when theercss” 
defénügnt Oriental Esoteric Society was incorporated, after which 
seid librery wes effilieted with seid Society until the Summer of 


912. 


2 Frou tho beginning of the library in 1905, up to the forr- 


I 


2 E 2 uotum 2 tt m $4.3. c 2 
ation of seià Center, during the time of its so 1111 ti on with ecid 


Vail 


C enter and also during the time of its affiliation with seid Society, 
the pleintiff herein provided its quarters, paid 211 expenses of every 
kind in connection with it, received no contributions of eny kind what- 
ever, either from said Center or from said Society, toward the support, 
maintenance or circulation of said library, and held controlled and used 
the same es his sole and exclusive property. 

. 5. Up to the time of the incorporation of said Society in 1910, 
the libvery hed been usually designated as the Library of the Orientel 
Esoteric Center, although also frequently advertised as Library of Oc- 
cultism. Upon the incorporation of ihe Society, she name of said li- 
brary was chenged to 88 Esoteric Library by which name it has 
since been, and stiil is, known end designated, and to show that said 
library wes separste and distinct from the Society, in the Society's 
Bulletin or leaflet in which this: ‘Plaintitspaver tisea, and which was 
used for the benefit of the Society (the expense of publishing end 
circulatine the sene, however, being borne slmost exclusively by the 
plaintiff herein) the library was alveys advertised es being “effili- 
ated vith the Oriental Esoteric Society. 

6. During all the period aforesaid from 1905 to 1910, the 
ei "forts of this plaintiff through said library contributed largely 
to the formation of the original enter, tom the increase end growth 
cf se d Center from 1908 until 1910, end eso to the increase end 
growth of the membership and incore of seid Society from 1910 up to 
the Summer of 1912. In addition to reer ine the oxpense of publish- 
ing the Bulletin for seid Center andfor the seid Society. as well, 
after its organizasion, end to recomending. membership in seid organ- 
ications to, the patrons of his library in his correspondence vith 
then, he ellowed the seid Center from 1908 up to 1910, and the said 
Society from 1910 up to the Summer of 1912, to keep end maintain 
their headausrters in his residence et 1445 Q Street, Vorthwest, 
where his library wes slso conducted, without mexing eny cherge 


vhetever age inst. said Center or seid Society for the use of his prem- 


ises. Furthermore, Gurine all of said period, && will epnear by 


time to time to assist seid Center end Society in the conduct of 


7, In the year 1909 plaintiff herein resigned his position 
“under the Government of tho United States in order to devote his 
time, energy and resources to the building up of his library. Since 
thet time he has expended thousands of dollers in the purchase of. 
books. He hes likewise expended large sums of bna d advertising 
said library, and under his efforts the circulation ena Sale of 
books have grown to such an extent thet it is necessary for him to 
maintain a force of about twenty-one clerks to cerry on its work. 

B. In the Summer of 1911, some objection having been made to 
articles published by him in that part of the Bulletin alloted to 
his use, he begen en independent publication for the library mon 
es the O. Z. Library Critic. Although the pleintiff herein had 
borne practically the whole cost of the publication end circulation 
of the Bulletin as aforesaid, it was issued es "published by the 
Oriental Esoteric Society". The Critic, however, wes issued as 
published by the Oriental Esoteric Library. 

9. The cross-defendant, Agnes B. Narsland, having taken per-, 


T3 


sonel offence at certain articles published in the C. E. Library 
Critie about the months of, lay, 1912, caused or at leest £t 
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to cause the pleintiff herein to be retired from the Board of 
Trustees of the Society. Thereafter, on or about the 13th day 

of key, 1912, as Fresident of the Society, she notified him of the 
termination of the affiliation between the Society end the Librery, 
and directed the pleintiff to remove from his publications and 
book-lists the words "affiliated with the Urientel Esoteric Society", 
which words hed been published thereon since the incorporetion of 
the Society in 1910. The plaintiff, having complied with her re- 
quest on or ebout the 2lst day of May, 1912, was requestcd to 
cease using the words "Oriental" end "Esoteric", | as pert of 
e rone of the library or on its literature, end evout the same time 


GS ills 
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the seid defendent, on behalf of the society, rede claim at the Post 
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office for all ma 
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ater hevine refused to deliver 
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upon, on or ebout ihe 21st day of Key, 1912, caused the pleintiff 
corporation, Orientel Esoteric Library of the United States of 
America, to be formed. Thereafter, on or about the 13th day of 
June, 1912, as President of the Society, she demanded that the de- 
fendant no longer use the name "Oriental Esoteric Library", which 
she claimed as "our library namen. The plaintiff herein having 
edvised her, declining to abandon said name, the. said cross-defend- 
ant, Agnes E. Lersland, on or about the 26th day of June, 1912, with- - 
out notice to hin, illegally undertook to remove him as a trustee 

or director of the corporation nom es the Oriental Bsoteric Cen- 
ter of the United States of America, of which corporation he was en 
incorporetor, a trustee and officer from the time of its organize- 
tion dom to the present time, and on or about the same day she mede 
demand on him as en officer of said incorporated Center for en ac- 
count of the finencial status of the library in detail, 2 list of 
its books, catalogues, %., preparatory to removing them from his 
home, Thereafter, on or sbout the 9th dey of August, 1912, she 
caused the other pleintiff corporation, Oriental Esoteric Librery 

to be organized, and thereupon circulerized the members of the So- 
ciety and the subscribers ta the Bulletin, soliciting funds for 
taking away from the plaintiff herein his seid library. About the 
sare time she also procured tho purchase of premises 1445 Q Street, 
Horthvest, in which he had lived since 1905, and in which he had 
ellored the original Oriental Esoteric Center to ma inte in its hesd- 
quarters from 1908 to 1910, and the Orientel Esoteric Society heve 
its heedauarters from 1910 to 1912 .free of cherge, by some person 
not knovm to the pleintiff herein, who ther ef ter refused to extend 
or renew the lease which expired on the 50th day cf September, 1912, 
thus forcing him to remove from said premises. The plaintiff 


herein, having removed his home and library to 1207 Q Street, North- 


weet, the said defendant, Agnes E. ler sland, ceused possession of 
seid premises to be taken in the name of the library corpore tions 


vhich she had organized, caused notice to be published in the 


Bulictin thet ell books of the Oriental 


eri. Library should be 


returned to said library at 1443 Q Street, Northwest, end made de- 

mand upon the Postmaster thet 211 mail addressed to the Oriental 
] usoteric Library should be delivered at 1443 Q Street,Horthwest. 
The Postmester. having been apprized of the facts in the case and 
heving refused to comply with her request and continuing to deliver 
tre mil addressed to the Oriental Esoteric Library to the plain- 
tiff herein, who had been receiving it in that name since 1910, 
she thereupon began the proceedings in this cause. 

10. The plaintiff herein respectfully shows to the Court that 
none of the plaintiff corporations in the original bill have any 
right or interest whatever in seid library, as more fully appears 
by reference to the exhibits ettached by him to his answer to the 
rule to show cause, issued upon the original bill on the Srd day of 
October, 1912, which exhibits are hereby referred to and prayed 
to be read as & part of this cross-bill. 

11. He further shows to the Court that the neme, Oriental 
ngoteriec Library, hed been in use by him long before the seid 
corporetions, Oriental Esoteric Library cf the United Stetes of 
America, or Oriental Esoteric Library had been incorporated, the 
nare navikn been used exclusively ty him from about the date of 


1770 
she or genizat ion of the Oriental Esoteric Society in 49e, and 


the words "Oriental" and "Esoteric" hevine been used as part of 
I 
the name of his librery for & long time before the foundation of 
the Oriental Esoteric Center in 1908; that- ihe words, "Oriental" 
and "Esoteric", while common English words, describe ihe class of 
and that 
literature of which his librery makes a specialty,  .Zne library 
TESLA apenda tiy d 
has been made Imomm at great cost to the plaintiff herein by shat 
neme among thousands of people, has lerge quentities of printed 
netter, bools andcatelpyues, ete. bearing thet name, end accounts 
with & lerge number of publishers with which it deals. 
12. He is edvised end believes that the conduct of the 

evoss-Cefendsnts end seid ides Mersiand in adopting & nero identicel 
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fovrvevly occupied by him, and at ezine vo secure whe return 


2 
books and mail intended for the de fendent, constitute on the ir part 
unfair competition end unjust md inequiteble effort to depri ve him 
of his property end to interfere with his established business. 

WREREFORE, the prenisss considered, he prays: 

(1) That process of the Court mey issue to said cross—de~ 
fendents, requiring ther to appear and answer saié oross-bill. 

(2) That en injunction may be issued against the cross—de- 
fendants, restraining and prohibiting them, or any of them, from 
further asserting eny cla im or interest whatever on the part of 
any of them in the library of the pleintiff herein. 

(3) That seid defendants be enjoined,pendete lite, and upon 
the termination of this Suit permanently, from using the name, 
Oriental so ter c Mif ary, or Orientel Zsober 10 Library of the 
United States of America, and from attempting, by the use of such 
names, or other similsr nemes, to obte in possession of mil or 
ether property belonging to the plaintiff herein. 

(4) mat they also be enjoined from £tteieting, by the use 
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of suck names or other Similar names, to injure or disturh the 


i 


plaintiff herein in his business. : 


And for such other end further reiief es to the Court 


may geom necessary end proper. 


Attorneys for Cross<—p 
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eee, le "rins 


I. Henry . Stokes, on cath stete thet I have read the 


foregoing Cross-bill by me subscribed and know the contents there- 


of; that the matters end things therein stated as of my own person- 


al knowledge are true, and those stated therein upon information and 


| 
belief I believe to be true. | 


T 

| i subscribed and sworn to before re this 227 6 of 
October, A. D. 1912. 
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IH THE SUPREME COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 


ORIEHTAL ESOTERIC CENTER OF THE ) 
UNITED STATES OF AM=RICA, et al, 


j 
Plaintiffs, j - 
v8. | ; EQUITY NO. 31,317. 
HENRY H. STOKES, ME 
5. — y Q^42 
Demise p, : 001 2019 
ry 4) Í & td 
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ANSWER OF DEFENDANT. "n | AR 


The defendant, Henry N. Stokes, reserving to himself 


211 benefit that might be taken by exception, demurrer or other- 


wise to the imperfeotions, uncertainties and defects contained 
in the bill of compleint filed herein, for answer to said bill, 
or such parts thereof as he is advised it is necessary or mater- 
igl for him to answer, s&yeth: 

1,2 & 2, Answering paragraphs 1, 2 and 3, he admits the 
incorporation of the plaintiffs and his citizenship and resi- 


dence, as alleged, but he denies that he holds any books, names 


` or accounts belonging to any of the said plaintiffs, or any 


monies in which they have any interest whatever. 

4 & 5. He denies that the corporations, Oriental Esoteric 
Library of the United States of America and Oriental Esoteric 
Library were incorporated bof Che purpose of preserving to the 
plaintiffs their own library and its name and business. He 
denies that any librery had ever been placed in his yasni by 
any of the plaintiff corporations or any of their predecessors. 
He denies that he was ever appointed librarian by the unincor- 
porated Center, as alleged. He denies that any trust fund was 


ever created on behalf of any of said corporations or that he 


appropriated the plaintiffs' name of Oriental Esoteric Library 
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or anything whatever belonging to any of said plaintiffs. He 
is informed and believes, and therefore admits, that an Oriental 
Esoteric Center, known as the Oriental Esoteric Head Center, 

. was founded in the United States about the year 1902 by Dr. A. 
de Sarak, but he denies that ssid Center so founded had BS con- 
nection whatever with any of the plaintiff DOFporsktondy On 
the contrary, he avers the truth to be that the said Dr. A. 
de Sarak founded said Center as General Inspector of the Supreme 
Council of the Order of the Initiates of Thibet. The said Cen- 
ter was closed about the year 1905 and re-opened under the di- 
rection of the authorities of said Order about 1908 and again - 
closed by said authorities about 1910. 

6. The defendant denies that any Bulletin was pub- 
lished by the Oriental Esoteric Head Center from 1905 to 1908 
but he says that Agnes E. Marsland, the E of the 
Order of the Initiates of Thibet, was issuing a one page leaflet 
giving information about her lectures, the name of which some 
time prior to May, 1908, was changed to the Bulletin, and which 
under that name was transferred to and became the property of 
the original Center when re-opened, in 1908. 

Te He denies the allegations of paragraph 7. He 
denies that the Center started any library in the Fell of 1905 
and says that no Center was in existence or in operation at that 
time but he avers the fact to be that he began a library in the 
Fall of 1905 in the premises 1443 Q Street, Northwest, the rent 
for which was being paid by him at that time, as it has been 
ever since up jo the first day of October, 1912. He says that 
after he began to loan and circulate books, & few persons gave 
or loaned books to him, perhaps not exceeding one dozen in hum- 
ber. He says that such books were given to him individually 
for use in the library by means of which he co-operated with 


the said Agnes E. Marsland in creating an interest in occult 


and esoteric subjects. 


c 


8. Ee denies the allegations of paragraph 8, except 
that he says the Library was called the Library of the Oriental 
Esoteric Center or Library of the 0. E. C. and that it was so 
called because he did not wish to aivertide & library in his own 
name, being then doniedtet with the scientific government rebus 
and because it was believed both by him and by Miss Marsland that 
by identifying it with the Center and using ius Bender name, 
he could, without any expense to her and without any increase of 
expense to himself, make familiar to the public and to persons 
likely to M interested therein the name of the Center, which 
Miss Marsland Jas then attempting to re-establish and re-open. 

He also admits that he adopted the name Oriental Esoteric Library 
when he affiliated with the Society in 1910 and to show that they 
were not identical, it was advertised thereafter on the printed 
matter of the 8906 46 C and the Library as being "affiliated with 
the Orientel Esoteric Society". 

Js Answering sewers 9, he says that it is true that 
he used the Library from its beginning down to 1912 to assist in 
every way he could the work of the Oriental Esoteric Center until 
1910 and the Oriental Esoteric Society after that time. He de- 
nies, however, that it was astatiltshed as an adjunct of the work 
of the Center; that he was appointed Librarian by the Center, or 
that he was at any tine in the conduct of said Library in anywise 
subject to said Center's control. On the contrary, he says that 
under the rules and regulations of said Center no such officer 
as Librerian was authorized and that when for the purpose of more 
closely identifying the work of his Library with that of the Cen- 
ter the said Agnes E. Marsland sought to ha ve him designated as 
Librarian of the Center. by the authorities of the Order of the 
Initiates of Thibet, her recommendetion was rejected and over- 
ruled. 

10. He denies the allegations of paragraph 10 as being 


untrue and misleading. He says that in the Fall of 1907 he 


adopted from the Theosophical Society the idea of having a mail- 


22 
ing library; that he informed the plaintiff, Miss Mars land, of his 


| 
plan and explained to her how he could assist her by continuing to 
advertise the library in the name of the Center, which she hoped to 

re-open and how by co-operating with the Center after it was re- | 


opened, its membership and income might be increased. He says 


that at that time the Center was unknown; that it was immaterial 
to him what name he adopted and that it was not for his own advan- 
tage, but solely with the view of helping the prospective Center 
that he called his library by its name. l 
11, 12 & 13. Answering paragraphs 11, 12 and 12, the defend- 

ant admits that about the time the Center was being formed in 
1908, as a branch of the Order of the Initiates of Thibet, the said 
Agnes B. Mersland announced that she had nominated him as deputy 
and librarian but that the General Inspector of the Supreme Council 

of the Order of the Initiates of Thibet refused to approve the 

same, and he ssys that he was electea/. deputy and not as deputy 
and librarian. . The defendant admits that he explained to the Cen- 
ter and iis members from time to time how its work was being ad- 
vertised and how he was recommending in his correspondence with 
the patrons of his library ‘that they. e become members of the 
Center. He s&ys his advertisements, his correspondence with the 
patrons of the Library and his recommendations to them to join the 
Center was the cause of more than 90% of the increase in the mem- 
‘bership of the Center and the Society's membership. He admits 
he wrote a letter to Dr. A. 49 Sarak, General Inspector of ihe 
Order of the Intiates of Thibet, expleining the operation of the 
Center and the Library. He says that at the time said letter vas 
written the work of said Agnes E. Marsland as President of the 
Center was being criticised and found fault with, one of the 
grounds of objection being that the Center was identified with a 
commercial library. Inasmuch as the said Agnes E. Marsland did 
not desire to give up the affiliation between the Center and the 


defendant's library, because tile Center was dependent upon his work 
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and efforts through the Library for its increase in membership 
and income, the defendant, with the view of assisting her and 
obviating the objections made against her work, wrote said let- 
ter to the General Inspector. The same was not written, how- 
ever, because the Library was recognized as subject to his jur- 
isdiction, but in the hope of pacifying him ana relieving Miss 
Marsland of his criticism. The view of the Inspector as to 
the affiliation of the Center with the Library was shown by his 
letters to the said bees E. Marsland, T of which he re- 
ferred to this defendant aH 8 "book-seller, a librarian whom 
we did not even consecrate who has taken x x x our WOrk, our 
Bulletin, our esoutheon, to tranform it at his pleasure and for 
his ends of business". 

14, 15, 16 & 17. This defendant admits that the Oriental 
Esoteric Society of ide United States of America was incorporated 
on avenue of differences which arose between the General In- 
spector of the Supreme Council of the Order of the Initiates of 
Thibet ana those in charge of its branch in Washington. He also 
admits that the Library which he then had control of te "fna Lib- 
rary now in his Susteseton, Sb et since the Spring of 1910 
‘its work has largely increased in consequence of the time and 
attention he had given to it and the large amount of money he has 
invested therein. As already explained, however, he was not hold- 
ing the position of Librarian for said original Center. Upon the 
organization of this Society which ettempted to assume and take 
over as far as it could the work which had therefore been con- 
ducted by the original Center, this defendant affiliated his 
library with the Society in practically the same relations it 
had therefore sustained towards the Center. TO prevent such mis- 
understandings, however, as hed arisen before end to show that the 


Society and the Library were separate and distinct, the defendant 


named and designated the Librery as the Oriental Esoteric Library 
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and on his booklists and circulars, as well as in the Bulletin of 
the Society, he thereafter advertised it as being "affiliated with 
the Oriental Esoteric Society". He admits that the corporation. 
known as the Oriental Esoteric Center of the United States of 
America was chartered about August 23, 1910 and that the incorpora- 
tors had formerly been members of the directing council of the orig- 
inal Center. He denies, however, that the original Center was in- 
corporated. On the contr&ry, he says that the organizers of the 
incorporated Center had been expelled from the original Center and 
from the Order of the Initiates of Thibet. He denies that the 
reason that actuated the incorporation of this Center was to have 
transferred to it the 9885818 of the original Center, but on 
the contrary says that it was organized because the authorities of 
the Order of the Initiates of Thibet were threatening to proceed 
against the Society to prevent it from using the name Oriental 

` Esoteric Center on its Bulletin and from holding itself out as the 
successor of the original Center. Some of thos associated with 
the Society and who were engaged in the publication of the Bulletin 
under the auspices of the Society did not desire to change the name 
of the Bulletin, among other reason, because such change would ne- 
cessitate re-entering it in the Post Office as a second-class pub- 
lication and with & view to protecting themselves ageinst the Order 
of the Initiates of Thibet in the use of the name Oriental Esoteric 
Center on the Bulletin, they caused said corporetion to béformea. 
He denies that the Library, its name or anything belonging to it 
was & part of the original Center; he denies that the original 
Center had any interest ii it or any control over it or that the 
foundation members of the unincorporated Center attempted to trans- 
fer the said library or any interest in it to said incorporated 
Center, but avers that it was his sole and absolute property, as 
evidence of which he refers to Defendant's Exhibits B to I, which 


are filed herein as part of his answer ‘he rule to show cause 


issued on October 13, 1912. He further denies that the plaintiff 


; . 
—— E 


Oriental Esoteric Center of the United States of America, or thet any 
corporations are the successors of the original Oriental Esoteric 
Center. On the contrary, he says said corporations have no con- 
nection whatever with said original gen ber having been organized | 
not only without the Spro of the Order of the Initiates of 
Thibet, of which the original Center was a pert; but in the face 
of the express disapproval of said ovate; all of the members and 
officers of the original Center who becsme members of said Society 
or incorporators of said Center having been expelled from said Order. 
18,19, BO & 5l, This defendant admits that he celled his 
library "Library of the Oriental Esoteric Center", advertising it 
frequently, however, as Library of Occultism from 1907 to 1908. 
He says that the said name was adopted and used for the benefit of 
the Center; that during said time he spent large sums of money in 
advertising; that he used the Bulletin of the Center as a medium 
of advertising, one-half of its space being allotted to him for his 
use; that he not only paid the expense of advertising but he pro- 
vided the funds for the publication and circulation of said Bulletin, 
the Center contributing scarcely enough to pay postage on the same 
to its own members; that in his correspondence with the patrons of 
his library he recommended that they join the Center; and that his 
Erl during all of seid period were, as heretofore set out, of 
the greatest benefit to the Society. B 
22, 25 and 24. The defendant admits it to be true that prem- 
iges 1443 Q Street, Northwest have. bees used by him since 1908; 
that he has paid the rent thereon and that he allowed headquarters 
therein for the Center up to 1910 and for the Society from 1910 to 
1912, all at his own expense. He also admits that airing said time 
he hes contributed in other yeye in &ddition to those herein set out 
to the advancement of said Center and said Society. He alsa admits 


that he caused a telephone to be installed in said house in his own 


name and that he allowed the name of Miss Marslend and the Center 


| 
and Society to be listed thereunder. He says, however, that in . 
all these matters his acts were voluntary; that the privileges 

granted could have been terminated by hin at any time; and that 
while the use of the telephone, house and library were of great 
benefit and advantage to the Center and Society, he did not sur- 
render his rights in or ownership to the same and it was never 
understood by the officers of the Center or Society that he did 
80. He says that in the year 1909 he resigned his position under 
the United States Government in order to devote all his time, 
energy and resources to the conduct of his library. He admits 


that in consideration of using the Bulletin as an advertising med- 


ium and having one-half of its space allotted to him, and because 
he desired to see the Society maintain a publication in its name, 
he caused said Bulletin to be published and circulated not only 
among its subseribers, but “among the patrons of his library, and 
paid practically the whole expense of its publication and circula- 
tion, as before set out. | 

25, 26 & 27. The defendant admits that in the Fall of 
1911 he began the publication of the O. E. Library Critic because of 
the fact that objection was made to some of his methods of conduct- 
ing the Library and publishing the Bulletin. He says that said 
Critio was issued as the organ of the Library; that before be- | 
ginning the issuance of the same he notified the trustees of the 
Society of his purpose, as will more fully appear by reference to 
Defendant's Exhibit "A" filed herein as part of his answer to afore- 
said rule to show carse; that no objection whatever was mede to his 
cource of action and no suggestion or intimation made that the Lib- 
rary was not under his exclusive control; and that at no time prior 
to the Summer of 1912 was any such suggestion or claim ever made or 
advanced by said Center or said Society or any member oonneóted there- 


with. 


28, 29 & 30. Answering p. agraphs 28 to 50, the defendant 


eas 


denies that the name Oriental Esoteric Library had been adopted by 
any of the plaintiff corporations before the same was used by hin. 

He admits that he used the name of the Center and of the Society on 
ids dot os hende used in connection with the Library, but such use 
was made solely for the purpose of advertising the Society and the 
Center and was not of any special benefit or advantage to him. He 
admits it to be true that about eight (8) of the foundation members 
of the original Center, of whom this defendant was one, transferred 
or attempted to transfer all the interest they had in the property 
of said original Genter to the incorporated Center but he denies 

that they attempted to transfer any interest in the Library or that 
it was so understood by any of the parties at that time. He admits 
that the work of the Library has grown and increased and now employs 
about twenty-one (21) clerks in various capacities and that he loens 
and sells large numbers of books. Up to the Fail of 1911 he re- 
ceived the subscriptions for the Bulletin under an arrangement with 
the Center and subsequently with the Society, by which it was pro- 
vided that he undertake to issue seid Bulletin for the Society and 

to make up the deficit between the amount of said subscriptions and 
the cost of publishing and mailing the same, he to have the exclusive 
use of one-half of said publication for such articles and advertise- 
ments as he desired to publish therein. Under such arrangements, 

as was well known to the Society, the amount received for subscriptions 
was scarcely more than enough to cover the postage to the members of 
the Society, leaving a large deficit of from $30.00 to $50.00 a week 
to be made up by him. He admits it to be true that none of the plain- 
tiff corporations or any person connected with them have ever at any 
time called upon him for an accounting nor have they claimed any 

such right as to seid library. He denies that it was ever under- 
stood by any of said plaintiff corporations or eny persons connected 


therewith that he transferred any interest in said library to any of 


them or that he recognized their interest in the same. Ee denies 
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that there are any books whatever in said library belonging to the | 
plaintiff corporations, or any therein that were ever contributed by 
any of said corporations or to any of said corporations. 

51 & 32. Answering erga 31 and 32 the defendant denies 
that he had not until vosently made the "slightest intimation of 


personal ownership of the library and its effects", as alleged and 


attempted to be shown in said paragraphs. On the contrary, he says 1 
the truth to be that no contrary claim has ever been made until the 
Summer of 1912; that in his correspondence with Agnes E. Narsland 

in 1908 he distinctly claims the library as he own and she recog- 
nizes his claim thereto, as more fully sppears by reference to 

Exhibit "I", attached to this defendant's said answer to the rule to 
show cause, and that his absolute right to said library was recog- 
nized by hex up until the month of June, 1912 will further appear by 
reference to Exhibits "M", "N", "O" and "Q", also attached to his 

said answer to said rule. mE * 

33, 34 & 35. The defendant admits that of necessity some con- 
fusion followed the termination of the affiliation between the Society 
‘and the Library so far as the public is concerned, because of their 
610 88 identification and be cause of the efforts of this defendant to 
interest the patrons of the Library in the Society and the Center. 
As hereinbefore pointed out, the said affiliation had been the source 
of ende re ii and income to the Center and to the Society. Just as 
the defendant was willing to allow the Center and Society to have | 
quarters in his home and to allow them to use his telephone, he used 
his library to give such ssaieténde as he could to their develope- 
ment and growth and so far às he was concerned, he was entirely  - 
willing to continue the affiliation and to continue recommending 
membership in the Society to patrons of his Library, even after he 
started the publication of his own known as the 0. E. Library Critic 
and efter he had been removed, or at least after the said Agnes E. 


Marsland had attempted to cause his removal as a trustee or director 


of the Society, as will be verified by an czamination of the files of 


the Critic up to May 22, 1912. He says that to prevent confusion: 
he gave notice to his patrons and advertised in the Critic the fact 
that the affiliation had been terminated and did what he could to 
prevent confusion as far as possible and to insure to the Society 
and to the library what belonged to them respectively. 

$6 to 42.  #$Answering paragraphs 56 to. 42, this defendant 
shows that the plaintiffs, having terminated the affiliation between 
the Society and the library, instead of doing what they could to ob- 
viate the confusion, have deliberately and intentionally done all 
they could to bring about the greatest confusion possible, to in- 
terfere with the defencant's business, and to injure, harass and an- 
noy him in the conduct thereof, as will appear by a recital of the 


following facts, which as the defendant believes, constitute a com- 


plete answer to these paragraphs: Said Agnes E. Marsland began her 


attack upon this defendant about May, 1912, g that certain 
articles which the defendant had panidanea in the Critic were in- 
tended as an attack upon the Society and upon her personally. She 
thereupon removed or attempted to cause his vétibvad from the Board 
of Trustees of the Society and on May 13th notified him that the af- 
filiation between the Sooiety and the defendant's library Ha been 
terminated, and directed him to remove from his book-lists and lit- 
ereture the words "affiliated with the Oriental Esoteric Library". 
The defendant complied with her requests and that he did not return 
his attacks will be shown by the-filea of the Critic in which he 
continued to recommend membership in the Society. On May 20th he 
was further requested by her as President of the Society to take the 
Society's name off all of his announcements and to cease to use its 
letter-heads. On May 21st, she requested him to cease using the 
words "Oriental" and "Esoteric" as part of the neme of the library. 
About the same time she made claim at the Post Office Department for 


mail addressed to the library to be sent to her av 1419 R Street, 


Ne We The Post Office, having refused to recognize her claim, she 
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caused the plaintiff corporation, Oriental Esoteric Library of the 
United States of America, on or about the Zlst day of May, 1912, to 
“be incorporated and thereupon she wrote to the defendant about June 
15, 1912, that the use of "our library name" 80 0 no longer be per- 
mitted and directing hin io gatker together any books or recoräs that 
he had belonging to her, to the Center or the Society. The defend- 
ant in the meantime having advised her of his reasons for declining 
to abandon the name under which he had conducted the library since 
1910, she thereupon illegally undertook to remove him as trustee of 
the corporation known as the Oriental Esoteric Center of the United 
States of America, and about the same date she made demand upon the 
defendant for an ace ount of the financial status of the library in 
detail and a list of its books, RT etc. Thereafter, on 

or about August 9,1912, she caused the plaintiff corporation, ori- 
ental Esoteric Library to be organized and began the solicitation 
of funds for the taking of the library away from the defendant. 
About the same time she also procured ine purchase of premises 1443 
Q Street, N. W., in which the defendant had lived since 1905 by Es 
person who refused to extend his lease, which expired on the 30th | 
dau of September, 1912; thus forcing him to remove his home and li- 
brary to his present quarters at 1207 /Q-Street, N. Y. ‘Thereupon, 

on or about the first day of October, 1912, having taken possession 
in the name of the corporations which he had organized of said prem- 
ises 1443 Q Street, N. W., she caused notice to be published in the 
Bulletin that the books which had been loaned by the Oriental Esoteric 
Library should be returned to said library at 1445 Q Street, and 
about said time in the name of said corporations she made demand up- 
on the Postmaster that all mail addressed to the Oriental Esoteric 
Library should be delivered to the representatives of said corpora- 
tion at 1443 Q Street. The facts in the case, however, having been 
submitted to the Postmaster and by him to the Post Office Department, 
that official again refused to cause said mail to be delivered to 


the plaintiff corporations or even to apply for a receiver as he was 


authorized to do in the case of a bona fide dispute as to the owner- 
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ship of mail. All of which will more fully appear by reference to 
this s en nie exhibits marked L to U, inclusive, attached to his 
aforesaid answer to the rule to show cause. 

Further answering, the defendant shows to the Court that 
the said Agnes E. Marsland had no right to make the defendant cor- 
poration, Oriental Esoteric Center of the United States of America, 
a party to this cause; he says that he is one of the trustees and 
officers of said corporation, the others being Miss "e E. Marsland, 
dd M. E. Brown and Miss Hs C, Gray, all of whom were elected on 
the 24th day of March, 1912; that in &ddition to said officers the 
only other active trustee is Mrs, Florence Louise Lyon; that the 
said Hrs. Lyon ana Miss Gray and this defendant have not authorized 
the institution of any such suit on her part but are opposed to the 
same; and that the said Mrs. Lyon and Miss Gray disapprove thereof 
and deny the truthfulness of the allegations in said bill, as will 


ape by their affidavits attached to this eee s answer to said: 


rule, as Exhibits B and E. He, therefore, avers that the Oriental 
Esoteric Center of the United States of America is not rightfully a 


party to this cause. 


And now having fully answered, the defendant prays to be 


hence dismissed with his reasonable costs in this behalf most wrong- 


fully sustained. 


„ Henry F. Stokes, on oid state that I have read the 
foregoing Answer by me subscribed and know the contents thereof; that 
the matters anā things therein stated as of my own personal knowledge 
are true, and those stated therein upon information and belief I be- 


lieve to be true. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 


October, A. D, ? 14912. 


HOZARY PUBLIC, D. J. 
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IN THE SUPREME COURT Oi TEE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


ORIENTAL ESOTERIC CENTER of the 

United States of America, 

: A Corporation, et al., 

M Plaintiffs, 


j - V5- 
k ye 
HENRY N. STOKES, 
i Defendant. " 
| Equity No. 31317 
HENRY K. STOKES, 
Cross-Plaintiff, 


; , - yS- 
A | 
ORIENTAL ESOTERIC CENTER of the. 
United States of America, 
A Corporation, et al., 
Cross-Defendants 


District of Columbia, ss: 


TYLER & RUTHERFORD, on oath depose and say that from an in- 


| 
| F 
Charles G. Warden, a member of the incorporated fim of 
| 
| 
! 

spection of Lease Agreement between TYLER & RUTHERFORD, in- 

i 

| 

d 


! 
& Rutherford, incorporated, Miss Agnes E. Marsland leasoy | 
um des a ; H- 140% ` 

1443 Q Street, Northwest, Xetr—by—yesr, f rom „„ : 


{ 
$368, to the lst of October, 1908. | 


Maare edanda, 


| 
' 
| 
Subscribed and sworn to before me tnis 18th day of Norm 
| 


t 


ember, 1912, CL Ia LES 


7 


Surety Bond 


In consideration of the letting of the premises above described, and for the sum of one dollar, do J 
hereby become surety for the punctual payment of the rent and performance of the covenants in the within | 


_ written agreement mentioned, to be paid and performed by. 66666444 
| and if any default shall be made therein. hereby promise and agree to pay 


` 


| 
[EE n — such sum or sums | . 
of money as will be sufficient to make up such deficiency and fully satisfy the conditions of the said agreement, ’ 
without requiring any notice of non-payment or proof of demand being made. | 


| Given under .. hand ‘and seal the ———.— day of.......... ———— —ͤ(Iůõ — rr tty 190 ä 
| Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— ` EM . . 2. s | l 
| | 
| | 


——— M — —— — o- 


Witness at signing: 


nh o OO 


EQ & RUTHERFAMDS, bac, EE 
j : Ar Cn ry : 
— D ma 


TYL 


, ⏑ IONN Valu 


i 
! 
’ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


St. 


n Z 
per month. 


RUTHERFORD 


INCORPORATED) 


J o 
— 


f STREET. NORTHWEST 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


1907 


“TYLER 
REAL ESTATE AND INSURANCE 


| Tyler & Rutherford (Ine) 


Payable. ka, eX. CE Corl EE C 
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a 


— — — — 


mA AT M cement EDI Ge, . yapaa mare K... 
y * " 


——U ! 8 


Lo 


TM ; — | 


f x 
"uy 


J IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
7 
ORIENTAL ESOTERIC CENTER OF THE ) - %, 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, : 2 tht 
A Corporation, et al, ) 2 4 
5 : id= $$. 
Plaintiffs, ) » Pim dy à 
vs | EQUITY HO. 317317 Jl 
HENRY N. STOKES, j "od 
° * 
Defendant. ) 


ANSWER TO RULE TO SHOW CAUSE. 


The defendant, Henry N. Stokes, for answer to the 
rule to show cause issued herein on the 3rd day of October, 
1912, and to so much of the bill of complaint as he is ad- 
vised it is necessary for him to answer, answering sayeth: 

The defendant, who is a citizen of the United States 
and resident of the District of Columbia, has, since 1905, 
conducted a circulating library. It was located at 1443 Q 
Street, Northwest, from its beginning until about the middle 
of September, 1912; and since that time at 1207 Q Street, 
Horthwest, its present headquarters, This library was found- 
ed by him, the idea having been suggested by the Library of 
the Local Theosophical Lodge, of which he was a member. It 
has been condwted from the beginning solely at his own ex- 
pense, He has paid the rent of the quarters occupied by it, 
and all expenses incident to its spe en, including the pur- 
chase, circulation and distribution of books and the payment 
of all clerk hire and office expenses. He has conducted it 
always aS he saw proper, and no one prior to the 26th day of 
June, 1912, ever suggested or intimted that it was not his 


/ 
sole and exclusive property. Even the Treasurer of the two 


first-named plaintiff corporations, whom he employed as Chief 
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Clerk of the library, was paid by him and summerily dismissed 
without question. 

The history of VfR and affiliation of his 
library with the Oriental Esoteric Head Center of Washington, 
unincorporated, (which was a branch of the Order of the Initi- 
etes of Thibet ana sub ject poo the General Inspector of the Su- 
preme Council of that Order)/with the plaintiff corporation, 
Oriental Esoteric Society of the United States of America, a 


corporation, is in brief as follows: 


ffiliation with original Center (Order of Initiates of Thibet). 
When the library wes begun in 1905, there was no act- 
ive Esoteric Center in existence in Washington. Miss A. E. 
bars land, who returned from Europe about April, 1905, brought 
suthority of the General Inspector of the Order to conduct pub- 
lic meetings in its behalf; but she was not President of the 
Center, there was no council, organization or officers of any 
kind, and she hed no euthority to appoint any officer whatever. 
The defendant who, like liss ars land, was interested 
in theosophical and occult studies, began the library by rent- 
ing his own then small collection of theosophical books to per- 
sons interested in the subject st the rate of ten cents per 


week for any book he had. A few.other persons, seeing the use 


he wes making of his library, gave or loaned him , perhaps al- 


together, a dozen books to use in the seme wey; bui no other 
pooks were subsequently donated to the librery. The amounts 
he received as rentals were at first very trivial. He added 
such books as he bought for his ovn use and others thet he 
thought would be of interest, expending considerable sums of 
money in this wey. Soon after, the librery wes begun, he be- 
gan to buy and sell nicks: taking end using the profits as he 
sev fit. In the Fall of 1907, he adopted from the Theosophi- 


c 


cel Society the idee of having a meiling librery. He in- 


forres kiss Uearsland of his plan, but that he got permission 
* 


uL 


from her to adopt it, as claimed by her, is not true. He did 
not wish to advertise a library of theosophy and occultism in 
his own name, because of his then connection with a scientific 
Government Bureau, and he pointed out to Liss Marsland, who was 
trying to re-open a Center or branch of the Order she represent- 
ed, how he could, without increased expense to himself, adver- 
tise the Center to the public at large by advertising the libra- 
ry in its neme. As she approved, at his sole expense, he had 
circulars and advertising books printed, and inserted &Bdvertise- 
ments in various magazines, using in many of them the name of 
the Oriental Esoteric Center, but also advertising as the Li- 
brary of Oocultism, 

By the Summer of 1908 Hiss Marsland had secured a 
sufficient number of adherents to enable her to have the Center, 
which had been closed for three yeers, re-opened. It had few 
(10) members and little resources. By identifying the Center 
with the library, it was believed that the defendant's edver- 
tisements end circuletion of books could be used to increase 
the membership of the Center, iiss Karsland accordingly 
sought to have the defendant designated by the General Inspect- 
or of the Order as Deputy and Librarien of the Center, not be- 
cause the defendant was giving his library to the Center, but 
. in order thet the Center might get the benefit that would ac- 
crue from being identified with the library. As the regula- 
tions of the Order, however, made no provision for a librari- 
en, tne General Inspector repudiated the recommendation, ap- 
pointing the defendant as Deputy only, an office which he con- 
tinued to hold until 1910. The title, Librarian, was one 
which the defendent adopted for himself. 

The librery, however, was still edvertised es the Li- 
brary of the Center for the purpose of giving publicity to the 


letter. It was agreed that a leaflet Imown es the "Bulletin" 


should be the orgen of the Center. The defendant arreed to 


=f 


use this Bulletin es an advertising medium for his librery, 
one-half its space being set aside for his advertisements and 
Such articles as he desired to publish, and to make up the de- 
ficit between the emount received from subscribers end the cost 
of publication, In addition to sending it to subscribers he 
cirdisted it at his own expense among all the patrons of the 
library, and as the amount received from subscribers was very 
small, practically the whole expense wes borne by him. Up 
to 1910 the library was elways referred to in the Bulletin 
and in circulars issued as the Library of the Oriental Esoteric 
Center, and by means of the circulation which the defendant gave 
this Bulletin, through the books which he circulated and through 
the personal letters he wrote to the patrons of the library, re- 
comsending that they join the Center, its membership, as well as 
its income which arose from the dues and contributions of its 
was very largely increesed. The work of the library 
head grown to such an extent by April, 1909, that the defendent 
resigned his position with the United States Government in order 


to devote his time, energy and resources to the extension of its 


Affiliation with plaintiff, Oriental Esoteric Society of. U. S. A. 


In April, 1910, owing to dissension between the mem- 
bers of the Center and the Generel Inspector of the Supreme 
Council of the Order of Initiates of Thibet, some of the mem- 
bers, among them the said Miss lersland and the defendent, 
formed the corporation known es. the Oriental usoteric Society, 
one of the pleintiffs herein. The "Bulletin" of the Center 
wes transferred to the Society end thereafter issued as being 
published by it. The defendant at the same time affiliated 
his library with the Society, adopting the name Orientel Eso- 


teric Librery, the other name under which it hed been aüver- 


tised being thereafter prectically abandoned. Upon objection 


ot 
^ 
F 


by some of the members of the Society to the library being helä 
out in such a way that the Society might be mede liable for 
debts incurred by the defendant in the conduct of the library, 
it wes edvertised beginning with the Bulletin of May 20, 1910, 
as "Affiliated with the Oriental Esoteric Society". The rels- 
tion of the library to the Society was thereafter the same as 
it had been to the Center. Defendant continued to use his Sec- 
tion of the Bulletin, paying practicelly the whole cost of its 
issuance and circulation and continued to recommend membership 
in the Society to the patrons of the library; and, as had hep- 
pened in the case of the Center, the membership of the Society 
wes largely increased as a result of his efforts. In the Sum- 
mer of 1911 objections were made to some of ihe articles pub- 
lished by the defendant in the section of the Bulletin ellotted 
to hin. He thereupon, to prevent discord, notified the Soci- 
ety, as will appear by reference to his letter to the trustees, 
dated July 17, 1911, copy of which, marked "Defendant's Exhibit 
A", is attached hereto and made a part hereof, that he would 
cease the use of the Bulletin end start B publication of his 
own for the library. He thereupon began to publish the "0. Be 
Library Critic" without objection on the part of the Society or 
eny one connected therewith, or the intimation or suggestion 
thet the librery was in anywise subject to their control. In 
this Critic he continued to advertise the library, however, as 
"Affiliated with the Oricntal Esoteric Society" and to recommend 
to its patrons membership in the Society up to the Summer of 
1912, when he was directed by liss Merslend, as the President 
of the Society, to discontinue advertising any affiliation be- 
tween the library end the Society, as will appear by reference 


to her letter of that date hereinafter referred to and filed 


as an exhibit. 


Esoteric Center of U.S.A. 
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Relation to pleintiff Oriental 3: 


The action on the pert of iiss iersland and her as- 


-6- 


sociates in forming said Society and transferring the Center's 
Bulletin to it, as aforesaid, increased the dissension between 
her and the General Inspector end finally resulted in the sus- 
pension of the officers from the Council of the Center and the 
expulsion from the Order of Liss Marsland and her associates in 
the Society, including this defendant. The representatives of 
the Order in the course of the dispute threatened proceedings 
to prevent the use by the Society of the name "Oriental Esoter- 
ic Center" on the Bulletin and inasmuch as a change in the name 
of the Bulletin would have made it necessary to secure re-entry 
to the mils as a second-class publication, those engaged in 
the publication of the Bulletin, in order to protect themselves 

in the use of the name, Oriental Esoteric Center, thereupon 
caused the corporation known as the "Orientel Esoteric Center 
of the United States" to be formed. This corporation never 
had any connection whatever with ihe Oriental Esoteric Head 
Center of Weshington or with the Order of the Initiates of Thi- 
bet. On the contrary, it was formed by members who hed been 
expelled from said Center and said Order, solely for the pur- 
pose of protecting thenselves in the use of the name, Oriental 
Esoteric Center, on the said "Bulletin", then being published 
by the Society. l 

After this Center had been incorporated, certain of 

the foundation members of the original unincorporated Center 
claimed that the physical property of the Center from which 
they hed been expelled belonged to them individually, and 
signed en agreement by which they trensferred whatever inter- 
est they had in said property of the original Center to the in- 
corporated Center. mat the library of the defendant ves not 
cleimed as the property of the originel Center and that it was 
not intended to convey or to attempt to convey it to the incor- 


porated Center, is shown from the fact that although the libre- 


a ^ 4- 3- ~ 
ry slone was of the velue of several thousand dollars, the wo- 


perty trensferred was estimated to be of the value of only 
about 7400.00. 

This incorporated Center from the time of its or- 
genization down to the Summer of 1912, did no work whatever, 
held no meetings, except annual meetings for the election of 
officers, and maintained its nominel corporate existence 
solely with a view to protection against attacks by the re- 
presentative of the Order of the Initiates of Thibet. 


Proof thet nei 


ther originel 5 Societ; 


Affidavits of officers and foundetion members. 

To show that the foundation members of the orig- 
inal Esoteric Center and the Directing Council thereof ful- 
ly understood end recognized that the defendent was the ex- 
elusive owner of said library, that it was identified by 
him in name with the Center for the benefit of the latter, 
he attaches hereto and makes part hereof the folloving af- 
fideavits: 

Affidavit of Edith C. Grey, who vas 2 student of 
iiss Merslend from 1906. to 1908, a foundation member, secre- 
tary and member of the Directing Council of the Oriental Bs- 
oteric Bead Center, unincorporeted, and incorporator, trust- 
ee and secretary of the Orientel Esoteric Society from its 
incorporation to the Summer of the present year, and a 
trustee end secretary of the Oriental tsoteric Center, in- 
corporated, since its incorporation up to the presont tine, 
merked defendent's"Exhibit B". 

Affidavit of Ernest H. Brorm, who was also a 
Sounaation member, vice-president and member of the Dircct- 
ine Council of the originel Center, end incorporator of the 
Criental Esoteric Society, incorporated, merked “nxhibit C". 


Affidavit of E. C. Ewing and Irs. Lsrgaret J. 


FRE 


Iwing, mianbers of the Directing Council of te original 


Center from 1908 to 1910, marked "Exhibit D". 

Affidavit of Florence Louise Lyon, foundetion mem- 
ber of the original Center, representative delegate to the 
Order of Initiates of Thibet, and incorporator, director and 
trustee of the Oriental Esoteric Society, and incorporator 
end director of the oriental Esoteric Center of the U. S. A., 
marked "Exhibit EN. | v: 

Affidavit of Lrs. Lary Elise Binghem, member of 
the Directing Council of the original Center from 1908 to 
1910, marked "Exhibit F". 

Affidavit of Mrs. Sarah F. Fitzgerald, President 
of the originel Center from 1902 to 1905, marked "Exhibit 
G", | 

Affidavit of Fannie C. Willis, foundation merber, 
me ber of Council and director, and secretary, marked "Ex 


hibit HN. 


Admission of Agnes B. Mersland . 


. .. te ee Se 
That the President of the plaintiff corporations, 
iiss A. E. Hersland, who swore to the bill filed herein, and 
who, as this defendant believes and avers, hes been ex- 
elusive control and direction of this litigation, at no 
time prior to June 26, 1912, cleimed thet said librery be- 
longed to the Center, but has explicitly recognized it as 
the exclusive property of this defendant, clearly appesrs 
from the letter of this defendant to iiss A. E. Marsland, 
dated Washington, August 14, 1908, addressed to the defend- 
ent et Rehoboth, Del., and reply of the said iiss Larslenó, 
de ted Rehoboth, Del., August 15, 1908, copies of which are 
annexed hereto marked defendant's "Exhibit I", as well es 


from the subsequent letters between them hereinafter men- 


tioned and filed as exhibits. 


Ovmership of House and Telephone. 

With reference to the house, 1445 Q Street, North- 
vest, defendant , says that he occupied seid house as his home 
continuous ly from April, 1905, up to September, 1912, and 
péid the rent for the seme during all of seid period. One 
of the series of yearly leases under vhich he held the same 
from 1908 is attached hereto es Gefendent's "Exhibit J". As 
the telephone, "North 250", cleimed by the pleintiffs as be- 
longing to them, the saia number was installed in his name in 
the year 1907, as will appeer by reference to the contract 
entered into between him end the Company, annexed hereto as 
defendant's "Exhibit Eu, and since its installation he has 
paid sll bills rendered for the use of the same. While it 
is true thet the original Center and the Society after its 
incorporation had their headquerters in his home and while he 
allowed Miss Merslend and the Oriental Esoteric Center to have 
their nemes listed under said telephone number, both the oc- 
cupation of the house end the use of the tele phone vere al- 
lowed solely by his favor and could have been terminated by 
him at any time and that the said house was recognized es his 
home es late as June of the present year will appear by re- 


ference to the letter of Iliss liarsland to him, deted June 15, 


1912, hereinafter referred to and filed as en exhibit. 


Development of pleintiff's Sein. 

Further answering, this defendant avers that the 
real pleintiff in this cause is the seid liss ilarslend, thet 
she is using the said plaintiff corporation merely as covers 
for attacks which she has been making upon him since April, 
1912, and which have culmineted in her present efforts to de- 
prive him of his librery end library neme, both of rhich he 
has mede velueble by years of herd work and by great expend- 


iture of money. Ee says thet certain erticles which he pub- 


— " "ye TCU 4 
lished in the Critic in April, 1912, which discussed general 


7er i 3 0 s 
principles in an impersonal way enc were in no sende por 


— 


sonal, gave offense to said Kiss Ir sland, being const rue d 
by her as an attack upon the Society end upon her personal- 
ly, with the following results: 

On lay 10, 1912, he wes notified by her, es Presi- 
dent of the Society, of his retirement from the Board of 
Trustees, as will appear by reference to her letter to him 
of that date, copy of which is annexed as defendant's Ex- 
hibit L". 

On May 13, he was notified thet the affiliation be- 
tween the Society and the defendent's library ("your library") 
no longer existed, and was directed to remove the words tafe 
filieted with the Oriental Esoteric Society" from all his 
book lists, es more fully appears from copy of her letter an- 
nexed es defendant's "Exhibit M". The defendant complied 
with her reauests, end that he did not return the attacks 
Will be shovn by the files of the Critic, in which he con- 
tinued to recommend membership in the Society to the patrons 

of the library. 

On Mey 20, he wes further requested by Hiss Mersland, 
as President of the Society, to teke the nam of the Society 
off all his amouncenents and to cease to use the Society's 
letter-head, (copy of letter being annexed es defendant's "Ex- 
hibit N"); which he had previously done for the purpose of 
advertising the Society among the library's patrons. 

On May 21, she advenced a step further and re- 
quested him to cease using the words "Oriental" and "Esoter- 
ic" as part of the name of the library or on its literature, 
the letter (copy of which ie filed as defendant's "Exhibit O) 
as the former letters, acknowledging the library to be the 
defendent's, but directing that it be not confounded with the 
Society by the use of any words in the letter's nene. 

About the seme time she made cle im at ihe Fostof- 


fice for mil addressed to the Oriental Esoterie Librery 


and on or about May 28, 1912, ves informed by the Postmaster, 


thet the meil would eontinzs tr | 

2 2 v JA Noddy 

l oro 
ent until she hed esteblisrsz her 


csition, as appears by letter 01 


A 


hereto ss defendant's "Exkitit Pu, 


Ther sip 
the 21st day of Mey, 1912, the caused the gleba. 

Mew um ig (s 
tion, Oriental Esoteric Librery of the UnitéX(8 


ica, to be incorporated. 


Having incorporated said gyotition 
President of the Society, she wrote Lhe aofenda 
that the use of "our librery name" 00070 ™ 
mitted, not questioning, however, '*!'? aot a 
his library, and asking him "to gat hen toco tho 
or records that you may hare be 1ong B nt. pe m * 
to the Center or to the Society", t! will je 
reference to a copy of saié le tt or a Mm LA 
"Exhibit Q". pe June $7 * I 
The defendant, in nis i iac eg hd BS? pth yf 
(copy of which is annexed és ae ro nnt Ld ine sr get p 
stated to her in full his resson" ee ibo 254 


first time made demand for £z 


Fh 


of the library in detail, ezi 


etc., preparatory to removirs 


by reference to a copy of ssid 


4 (4 ca 
"Exhibit 5". — * 6 
TN 7 TE of iu 
E è ; Ti 
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without notice to the defs-isn'! mU 
remove him as trustee of tre o 2 
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ontel Esoteric Center of :zs Un! -+E a 
Hr 
On or about the ich U , AAT 
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-8nized, end thereupon 227 
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the Bulletin in the issue of September 6, 1912, copies of 
which ere annexed hereto es defendant's "Exhibits T and U", 
soliciting funds for taking the library away from the defend- 
ant. ö 
About the same time she also procured the purchese 
of premises 1445 Q Street, in which he had lived since 1905, 
by some person or corporation not known to the défendant, 
but who thereefter refused to extend or renew the lease of 
this defendant, which expired on the 30th ae of September, 


1912; end the 


Ou 


erendsnt, thus forced, removed his home and 
library to 1207 Q Street, in the month of September, 1912. 

Thereupon, about the lst day of October, 1912, she, 
caused said premises, 1443 Q Street, N. W., to be taken pos- 
session of in the nemes of the corporations which she hed 
organized and c used notice to be published in the Bulletin, 
Gated September 27, 1912, thet all books which hed been 
loaned out by the Criental Esoteric Library should be re- 
turned to said library at 1445 Q Street, H. V. 

She also, about the sene time, in the nere of seid 
corpore tions, made demend upon the Postmaster that all meil 
Sad re 80 to the Orientel Esoteric Library should be deliv- 
ered to the representetives of seid corporations et 1445 Q 
Street, N. v. The facts in the cese, however, devine poss 
submitted to the Postmaster and by him to the Postoffice De- 
pertment, he again refused to cause said mail to be Geliv- 
ered to the plaintiff corporations or even to apply for 2 
receiver, es he was authorised to do in the case of & bona 
fide dispute as to the ownership of mail; and the delivery 
of mil addressed to the "Oriental Esoteric Library" has 


continued to be made to the defendant at 1207 Q Street, N. W. 


‘Bad faith of Plaintiffs. 


The defendant believes and evers thet the conduct 


of seid iiss iiarsland end her associates in causing the said 


corpore tions to be organized with names like that of defend- 


win 


ent's library, in securing possession in their name of the 
premises 1443 Q Street, N. W., and in attempt ing to secure 
the return to her of the books and mail intended for the de- 
fendent, constitute on her part and on the part of seid cor- 
porations unfair competition and an unjust and improper ef- 
fort to üeprive him of his dre ety BH to interfere with his 
established business. 

He further shows to the Court thst seid Miss Lars- 
lend had no right to make the corporation, Oriental Esoteric 
Center of the United States of Americe, a party to this cause, 
and that her action in doing so was without authority of the. 
officers and trustees of said corporation, and in violation 
of the wishes of & majority of them. He seys that the pre- 
sent trustees of said corporation consist of Miss A. E. 
Ir s land, lrs. F. L. Lyon, Hrs. llargeret li. Bailey and the 
defendant, who were the original incorporators, together with 
lis. li. E. Brown, Miss E. C. Grey and H. H. Mack, who were 
&ftervards elected as additional trustees; that seid trustees 
heve not been changed, and thet es late as Narch 24, 1912, 
iiss WMersland, irs. Brom, Iliss Gray and this defendant were 
elected officers of the said corporation. He avers, that 
on or about the 26th day of qune, 1912, said liiss iiarslend 
illegelly undertook to ceuse this defendant to be removed 
as trustee and had & record of such removal placed of record 
on the minutes of said corporation. He says thet no notice 
uhetever vas given to him of such action, thet st the meeting 
held for the purpose not more than two out of the seven mem- 
bers of the Board of Trustees were present, and thet a m jor- 
ity of the members of said Board have not consentea to or @- 
proved said ection nor have they consented to or approved the 
institution of this suit, but ere opposed to the sane, The 


effidavits of lis. Lyons md liss Grey are attached to this: 


enever Es exhibits, and two others of said trustees, Irs. 


ss 


Bailey and i. ick have been absent for a long time from the 
District of Columbia. 

The defendent admits that some confusion unavoidably 
followed the termination of the effilietion of the Society and 
library, but he says that he has teken scrupulous care to see 
that all mail which vas intended for the Society end which came 
addressed to the Library or to the Librarian, as occasionally < 
hes happened, was, together with ell monieg enclosed therein, 
transmitted to the Society. He also advertised repeatedly in 
the O. E. Library Critic, which went to all the patrons of the. 
library, distinctly advising them that the library end the So- 
ciety were no longer affiliated, and that the mail intended for 
the library should be so addressed, and that the mil for the 

See "Exhibit v".) 
Society shoula be so addressed._/ He avers, on the contrery, 
that the plaintiffs, by their unjust and improper course, have 
deliberately attempted to bring about confusion with the end in 
view of injuring the defendant and diverting his business to 


themselves. 


And now hevine fully enswered, the defendant prays 


thet the rule to show cause may be diycharge d. 


F 


AGC 
I, Henry N. Stokes, on oath state that I heve read 
the foregoing Answer by me SENSU, BRUN end know the contents 
thereof; that the matters and thing therein stated es of ny 
ovn personal knowledge ere true, end those steted therein upon 


infornation and belief I believe to be 


Subscribed anā sworn to before me Ta of 


October, A. D., 1912. 


| S EIHSIBITS. 


"July 17, 1911. 
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To the Board of Trustees 


DCT 201912 

of the Oriental Esoteric Society. Lo Fd 

] D i z^ UY Dr 

After*very Qsreful, n 
consideration, and with no other desire than to render Re 
Society every service in my power, and at the same time to 
eliminate friction and to avoid making the Society appear 
responsible in the eyes of the public for any views of my 
own, or for any metnods of the Library, I have come to the 
conclusion that it will be better to carry on the publica- : 
tion work of the Library apart from the BULLETIN. t 


^ 

The Library, while founded and carried on with 
no other object than aiding the propaganda, appeels to all 
sorts of people, most of whom are at the start entirely 
unecqueinted with esoterism or occultism, end who ere prompt- 
ed by every conceivable motive. These people have to be 
taken at first on their own ground and supplied with the 
literature they wish, not with what we might choose for 
them; they must be met by an indirect method, not by di- 
rect attack. The Library hes also a business aspect Which 
requires a publication of a different order from one which 
is intended to appeal to a special class or limit itself 
to a special ,teaching. The publication in the BULLETIN of 
extensive lists of books which, however good they may be in 
their way, are not in any sense esoteric, may be thought in- 
consistent with the aims of the Society and calculated to 
bring on it the charge of commercialism. , 


The publication for which I am arranging will 
bear the name of the Library and the Library alone will be 
responsuble for it. While meeting the Library's require- 
ments as fully, or more fully than they are met in the j 
BULLETIN, it will result in a large saving of expense with- 
out restricting its circulation. It vill promote the in- 
terests of the Society in every possible way, without mak- 
ing it responsible for any views Which may be expressed, or 
for any methods followed. As far as practicable it will 
be open to the Society for original articles, notices, etc. 
It vill not be intended as a rival or competitor of the 
BULLETIN in any sense. 


I regret that -the means at my disposition at pres- 
ent are not sufficient to finence both publications at the 
sane time, and I shall therefore be unable to contribute 
meterieglly to the publication of the BULLETIN after the end 
ot the present month. I shell be glad, however, to sive it 
whatever aid I can in the wey of soliciting, receiving end 
trensmitting subscriptions, in keeping the subscription lists, 
in affording facilities for addressing and mailing, in get- 
ting envelopes at the lowest possible cost, end in any other 
wey Which will not be too great a financial burden on the 
Library. If the Library should adopt the eddressograph 
system, and if the BULLETIN list remains combined with the 
Library list, it will probably be possible to address the 
entire BULL II list at almost no cost to ine Society. Any 
ex.erience I have, and eny data as to publication, etc., are 
at the service ot the Society now and in future. i 


. I sinecereiy hope that a readjustment on this basis 
Will meet the objections ot those who have expressed dissat- 
istaction with my peculiar methods, which, howefer unesoteric 
they may be, have on the whole Gone something to create an 
ere de esoverism, end which have had no other object 
chen t , ; = vias : Sos) at : : 
chan tha I append a few deta with regard vo publication of the 
SULIZTIN, gubseri tions, etc, es fer as, they an be furnished at 
thas Mone E 7 e" = 1 il Ok 
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E DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


3 


IN THE SUPREHE COURT OF 


ORIENTAL ESOTERIC CENTER OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
A corporation, et al, 
Plaintiffs, 
vs 
HENRY N. STOKES, 
. Defendant.: > . i 
——— ae EQUITY NO. 31, 317. 
HENRY H. STOKES, | 
Cross-plaintiff, 


vs 
ORIENTAL ESOTERIC CENTER OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
A corporation, et al, 
Cross-defendants. 
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Cross-defendant, Agnes E. lia rs land, saving and reserving ` 


| 
i 
| 


7 
v 
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to nerself all manner of exception which she might have by reason] 


of her improper joinder as a cross-party defendant, when she was 
not a party to the Original Bill, and has no individual concern 
or interest in the subject-matter of said Bill save the life of 
the work itself, in which she is so vitally interested as to 

have given up her all to it, and saving and reserving to nea 


self all benefit that might be hers by reason of the many 


imperfections, uncertainties and defects contained in said cross- 


bill, and that she might show to exist by way of demurrer, or 


otherwise soever, for answer to said oross-bill and its exhibits 


or such parts thereof as she is advised are material and necessary 


for her to answer, says: 
1. Answering Paragraph 1, this orosscdefendant sayS that 
she denies that the cross-plaintiff ever began a cir- 
culating library at 1443 Q Street, northwest, or that he ever 
owned a circulating library on esoteric, theosophical and occult 
subjects at said house, and avers that the Library bn said 


subjects that was started in the parlor at said house in the 


ds 


| 
| 
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| 


| 
| 
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Fall of 1905 was the Library of the said Center; for which she 


not only individually contributed about forty books herself, 


but knOws. of several others who likewise contributed to the 


Start of said library besides said cross-plaintiff; that she, 


R^ 


in conjunction with Mrs. Bailey and said cross-plaintiff, 
prepared and hung at the same time a set of Center Library 
rules, and afterwards, as head of the esoteric work, whether 
for the Center or the Society, was always consulted with by 


said cross-pl4antiff concerning any important step in con- 


| 
| 
| 
templetion concerning the work and operation of said Library, 
although in matter of detail said cross-plaintiff, die had been 
placed in eee of said Library work by the Center from its 
commencement, and who continued in said office up to the Spring | 
of 1912, was allowed full scope of authoriy, especially as he | 
was advancing money by way of open gift to the advancement of | 
not only ts Library branch of the Center's work, but as well | 


in aid of other channels of its work. 


2. She admits the averments of Paragraph 2 to be true except 


i 
the one relating to the reopening of the Center at the 

j | 

time said Library was begun, which is inaccurate and incorrect, | 
and which she denies, as said Genter, established in 1902, con- | 


tinued until its dissolution in 1910, when its corporeal pos- i 


sessions, teachings and work were transferred to the then in- | 


acdpédabud Baer, and have since continued with said corporation 
up to the present tine 
3. She denies that the aroas p Am called and allowed 
his Library to be designated as the Library of the 
Oriental Esoteric Center, because said cross-plaintiff was 
desirous of concealing his identity or connection therewith, 


and avers that the Library was called originally the Oriental 
Esoteric Center Library, or the Library of the 0. E. C., or 
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on 


for shorter use the Oriental Esoteric Library, and was always | 
f l 

thereafter called by such names---all of which are 8ynonymous--- | 

because they were iis true and proper names, indicating and 


forming as they did an..indissoluble part of said Center's work, 


age? : 


i and were so impressed upon, received and understood by the 

| public, and are so accepted by the public today. | 

f : ` s d 

She likewise denies the averment that tha Gentes was not 


in operation and effect in the Fall of 1905 when the Library 


o 


was started, and avers that it was then in full force and effect. 

She admits said cross-plaintiff advertised the circulation 
of books by mail, but only after said answering cross-defendant, 
as representative head of the Garter at the time, had been 
consulted and expressed her approval of the plan. 

She denies that she reopened the Genter in 1908, as it was 
already open at the time, but she admits there was a reorgan- 
ization of the Genter's affairs in 1908. 

She denies that said cross-plaintiff ever affiliated this 
Library with the Genter and denies further the fact that he ever 
had a circulating Library of esoteric, £Keosophisal and occult 
books at 1443 Q Street, 8 although she admits that the 
cross-plaintiff not only cooperated with the Genter, but as an 
officer and its Librarian aided zealously at first in the work | 
of the Genter and Society up to the Summer of 1912. 

4. She denies the avernents in Teregraph 4 and says that 

the members of the ganter and Society and the public 
have contributed in moneys from the loan and sale of books, and 
in various other ways, to the running expenses of the Library, 
while said cross-plaintiff has never held control and used | 
` said Library as his sole and exclusive property until the | 


Spring and Summer of 1912, when for the first time he made open 


M m 


cleim to it and made it plain that he had made up his mind to 


: Claim the Genter's Library, name and good-will as his own, 


. | although still professing to be interested in the welfare and d 
&dvancement of the work, obviously for the purpose of con- K 
| TA l „ 

tinuing his deception of the public, mich had been lefd to E 


belieYe that the Oriental Esoteric Library was an integral — 
+ of the life and work of the Oriental Esoteric Center and the | 
Oriental Esoteric Society by cross-plaintiff himself as 

Librarian in his e ee and personal and public rep- 


resentations for a long period of time. 


5. She admits that the Library up to 1910 had been usually 


designated the Library of the Oriental Esoteric Center, 


although to have said "Always", or "nearly always", would have 
been more expressive of the truth, for she denies that the 


Library was frequently advertised as the Library of Occultism, . 
Shebelleves- 

and eave ee it was advertised in this way but in one periodical 

and in the same number on another page was the announcement of 


the Library of the Genter which comprised the same body of 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
books, | 
She denies that the neme of the Library was ever changed 
since the adoption of its name first in 1905,as the name Oriental. 
' Esoteric Library is the same name as the Library of the Oriental 


| 
| 
| 
Esoteric Center, or the Oriental Esoteric Center's Library, or | 
the Library of the 0. E. C., all of said nemes being c8ynonymous | 

| 


each with the other, used indiscriminately but all used for the 


Center, and indic&tive of this branch of the work carried on 


purpose of designating the Library of the Oriental Esoteric 
by said Genter and Society; and having been so held out to the | 
! 


public by cross-plaintiff himself as Librarian were so understood: 


1 
i 


and are so accepted by the public today. j 


P AR 


i 
—— À 


She admits that there was an affiliation of the Center's 
Library with the Society for the eb ber purpose of carrying on 
the Work, but she denies that the expense of publishing the 

Bulletin was borne almost exclusively by the oross-plaintiff, 
and avers that it was paid for fon the receipts coming in through s 
the different channels of the Center's work, as is more at large | 
set out in Paragraph 5 of the corporate cross-defendants' answer 
to the Cróss-bill. 

6. She denies that the Library had anything to do With the 

p 7* formation of the original Center, as the Center was 

founded fuse in 1902, while the Library $65 dt begun by the 

Center until 1905, although she admits that from 1905 to 1910 

the growth of the menbership of the Center was largely increased 
through its Library branch of work, and after it had affiliated 

its Library work with the Society in 1910 that the Library like- 
wise helped the growth of the Society, through which ihe Center 

vas then carrying on its activities, just as it had been con- 


templated would be the case with regard to their work when the 


Library was first established in 1905. 

She admits said cross-plaintiff gave the use of most of his 
house openly to the work, but believes now thgt it was done for 
the purpose of better enabling said cross-plaintiff to gain 
cónbrut over the Library and indeed the entire work of the 


Center, in order to ultimately claim the entire work as his own. 


7, She admits that said cross-plaintiff resigned his 
position under the Government in 1909, but such resignation was ö 
handed in, as he then stated, on account of inharmony between | 
himself and his official associates, because an outsider had 


been promoted over his head. If it was said cross-plaintiff's 


Library why, after he had resigned from the Govermnent, did he 
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not call it by his own name, or the Occult Library, or Some 

distinctive name other than that belonging to the incorporated 
cross-defendants , their predecessor or predecessors? True, (d i 
said cross-plaintiff has expended thousands of dollars, but : N | 
he likewise has taken in and received thousand of dollars, V 


and taking into account the present worth of the Library, 


with the good-will and incoming receipts from the loaning and 


selling of books added thereto, this answering cross- def endant 
on information and belief avers that said cross-plaintiff's 
disbursements about equel said Library's assets and the income 
therefrom. 

8. She admits the publication of the Critic and avers it 
was made by the cross-plaintiff in direct imitation of the 
Bulletin and meant to deceive the public into the belief that 
it was the Bulletin, or organ of the Center and Society, just as 
said cross-plaintiff, after he had been directly advised of his 
severance from said corporate oross- def endan ts and their work, 
continued to use the stamp and name of the Oriental Esoteric 
Center, as is better shown by the exhibits to the Origihal Bill | 
filed in this cause, which are prayed to be considered as a past. 
of this cross-answer. The Critic was not stopped when it first | 
came out because there was already a strained feeling existing | 
be tween the said cross-plaintiff and cross-defendants and it was 
in order that évery other means possible than open antagonism | 
be first tried in the endeavor of these cross-defendants to l 
again induce said cross-plaintiff to work in harmony with the 
teachings and faith of their work. It is true that the Critic 
was issued as published by the Oriental Esoteric Library, but | 
the cross-defendants failed to appreciate or understand that the | 


said cross-plaintiff was thereby making any personal claim to the 


oo 
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| 
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Library, which they believed to be one with the work, an4 only x 
understood thereby that cross-plaintiff desired a largeteegyg 


for his utterances than through the medium of the Bulletin, 


which was the official organ of the work. A 

9.. She denies taking personal offense Ez anything zaid 
cross-plaintiff may have said or written about her, al thongh 
ofriotaity she felt grieved that said cross-plaintiff, wh 
theretofore had done so much for the cause, should at first 
insidiously and later openly be working against the faith foy 
which he had always professed such enthusiastic veneration ang 
respect, and felt she could no longer, as the representative 
head of the said cross-defendants, tolerate in their mids¢ ono 
who was unfaithful, and in the month of May, 1912, the erogg. 
defendant, the Society, attempted to retire both Doctor Stopes 
and Miss Gray from its Bord of Trustees, as no longer to te 


trusted thereon, but that finding its: said action nugatory in 


4 1:4 $2 as * 
4 eee 


this respect, it , repeated the same on June 4th, 1912, and lster P 
on July 16th, 1912, followed it up by removing both the eross- E | 
plaintiff and Miss Gray from membership in the Society, az more ! 
fully &ppears from the excerpted Minutes of said Society zna 

copies of the letters afterwards sent out to both cross-pzeintiff 
and Miss Gray, which are appended hereto marked cross-defersant!® | 
Benivit 1, and prayed that the same may be considered ag zeug 

at lerge set out herein. It is true she wrote him as Prez: dent 
of said Society along through the Spring of 1912, to rere en 


1 
4 
* * E 


his work any and all'connection with the work of the crz;s- 


defendants, and she further admits that on behalf of 8222 1 . 
cross-defendants she made application to the Post Office : | 


authorities for said cross-defendants' mail, which the Feat 


D 


\\ 
to the Library, until said cross-defendants' right theres: M 


iis 


UA 
Office authorities refused to deliver when addressed epez eye! " 5 
Wve 


be made good through the Courts. She likewise admits the 


formation of the two later formed corporations for the purpose 


of protecting the Center and the Society from the Cross-plaintiff|: í 


himself using under corporate existence the name he was 


improperly and illegally claiming, as said name; the Oriental 


| Esoteric Library, belonged to said cross-defendants, as here- 


inbefore has been shown, and the better to insure protection for 


the public, who had under the representations made by the cross- | 


| plaintiff deult with the Library firm in the belief that it was 


an integral part of said cross-defendmts' work. 

She denies that said cross-defendants, or any of them, on 
or &bout the 26th day of June, 1912, without notice to said cross 
plaintiff, illegally undertook to remove him as Trustee or 
Director of the Center, but avers that the said cross-plaintiff 
was legally and properly removed from his position in the Center 
when it was seen that he was no longer in harmony with the work, 
or ín & position to longer serve as such Trustee, as is better 
shown by cross-defendant's ÉÍxnibit 2, attached hereto and made 
part hereof and prayed to be so TUN 


She admits making demands upon him as President of said 


| incorporated Center for an account of the official status of its 


Library, etc., and when he refused to give up what did not 


: belong to him, but did belong to the Center, she did seek aid, 


as President of said cross-defendants, and in her official 
capacity as such, to compel him to turn over what he was then 
and is now unlawfully attempting to keep as his own. 

It is true when said cross-plaintiff had apparently made 
good his possessory right to said Library, its name, mail, 


effects, and good-will, and when said cross-defendants saw there 


was no other alternative but to sit supinely by and allow said 


E 


t 


| 


cross-plaintiff to take their most valuable diant and pos- 
session for his own uses and purposes or to resort to the 

Courts for the udi rd of their own, they brought these 
present proceedings to that end, and for authorization therefor, 


if such were necessary, they append hereto a copy of said Center!s 


— — — — —— —-U—¼ meme re re seers —— — — 2 
` 


Minutes under date of July 6th, 1912, which is marked cross- 


defendant's Gxhibit 3, and is prayed to be considered as 


apart of this cross-answer. 
10. Said cross-defendant, answering said Paragraph 10, 
- denies — cross-plaintiff's averments therein in toto, and 
for more specific denial in answer to the therein referred to 
Exhibits, and taking them up in the order in whidh they are 
appended to said éross-plaintiff's Answer to the Original Bill | 
l | 


Exhibit A. She admits said cross-plsintiff sent the letter 


to the Board of Trustees of the Oriental Esoteric Society, of 
which the cross-pleintiff was himself one at the time, but avers: 
that it never dawned on her, as President, of said Society, that | 
said cross-pleintiff was making any personal claim to the ee 
| ship of said Library, which has always belonged to the Center, | 
being affiliated with the Society only for the purpose of con- 
| 
| 


venience. 


Exhibit B. Miss Gray knew nothing about the formation of 


the Library or its foundation, as she was not officially con- 


nected with the Center's work until 1908, having only been Miss 
Marsland's student before the reorganization of the Center, and | 
what her "understanding" might have been from secret conclave, | 

‘ ! 


this cross-defendant cannot say, but if anything is to be 
judged of from the signature of Miss Gray to the Minutes of 
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both Center and Society, it is somewhat difficult to iain 


how she could arrive at any such "understanding" as is now 
contended for; as the Minutes of both organizations are full 
of illustrations of Doctor Stokes! official position as Librari 
of the Center and the 88 6 be 
Miss day. is correct, however, in this, | that "prior to the 
Sumner of the preseit year the exclusive and absolute: right of 
Doctor Stokes to the title-and control of said Library was 
questioned" 
never to my knowledge" This was true because of the very 
obvious reason that such title and control had never. been 
claimed for or by him and because cross-defendant, with her 
other cross-defendants and the remaining officers, directors 
and trustees of both Center and Society, who were loyal to 
their faith, had never for one moment imagined such a claim, 
much less questioned it; neither had they any reason to believe 
that said cross-plaintiff would ever act the reverse of his 
then utterances, both oral and written and his repeated 
declarations that the work was all one, as indicated by his. 
resenting the expressions "your side" or "my side" as applied 


to the various branches of the work, particularly as applied by 


this cross-defendant to the Library branch of the work, as is 
better and more at large shown by cross-defendant's Exhibits 4, | 
5, 8 and 6, attached hereto, made part hereof, and prayed to be | 
considered às though at large set out herein. | 

Again Miss Gray is mistaken about there being no organized | 
Center in Washington from 1906 to liay of 1908, as there was, as 
is more particularly shown from said cross-defendant's Exhibit 4, 
wanes made a part of this Answer. | 

That early in 1906 it was as Miss Gray asserts: There were 
two or three shelves or more of books relating to esoterism, 


i 
i 
i 
t 
i 
l 
i 


which were loaned by said cross-plaintiff for a small hire, 
ds 


! 
! 


but she is mistaken about these books being included in Doctor i 
Stokes’! private Library, which he kept upstairs, as these books 
hav» been placed separate and apart in the parlor of this cross- 
defendant's house for the very purpose of beginning a collection 
of books useful and in aid of the studies they were all then | 
professedly engaged in. | 

It is unquestionably true that this Library grew from | 
dónated books and from the receipts received from members of | 


the Center and the Public interest in the work, as well as 


personal advances made the work by said cross-plaintiff from 


time to time. 
It is somewhat strange that Miss Gray, as well as said 
-cross-plaintiff, insists upon the fact that said cross- 


plaintiff was not the official Librarian of said Center when 


in the Minutes from time to time, signed by herself and said 


cross-plaintiff, and in the Center's circular advertising, 


which was prepared by said cross-plaintiff himself, they both 
— in their respective official: capacities) and in the 
Exhibits to the Original Bill) herein made part hereof, it is con- 
' clusively shown that said cross-plaintiff was the officially 7 
appointed and recognized Librarian of the Center and that it was| 
— the cover of said position that the Library grew to its 
present proportions. As n evidence of such a fact, if the 
Bame were necessary, see the defendants! Gross-exhibit y to this! 
point, which is made a part hereof as though at large appearing 
We E Des | 


li. 
a 


Of course, the Library was an aid to the Center. That is 


— what it was organized for. mat is the purpose for which it isi 


established. These cross-defendants would not have continued it 


if itwere not kx useful to them in the advanc emen t of their 


Azain, enough has already been said as to the real reason 


| 

| 

faith and in the promotion of their said cause. | 
| 

| 

-11- | 


Doctor Stokes gave up his position in the Governnent, although 
these cross-defendants believe that at the time said cross- 
defendant had made up his mind to devote his life and energy 
of purpose to the work of the said one set Beau but later; 
Aa he could dio control the entire work ani conduct it es 
he wished, he thes made up ES mind to take what he could for ge d 
himself. | * 
jitsu n knows that sata | cxoss-pleintiff was himself as- 


active in the incorporation of the Society as cross-defendant 


ever was, end this answering cross-defendant avers that the said 


Center was incorporated under and by the i advice of Mr. Cox, 


L eee evt ‘Defendant, 
who was then employed for that purpose by or Stokes ana tid. 


Thereafter, it is asserted in said Exhibit B that Doctor 
Stokes designated his Library as the Oriental Esoteric Library; 
whereas, if it was his and he claimed it, why did he not claim 
it under some distinctive name end not use again the name adt 
these cross-defendants T t changed form which the 
omission of the word "Center" made, end which marks no real | 
difference of name? 


“If it was suggested to Miss Gray that Doctor Stokes 


Orte na! Esoterce:: 
advertised the Library as oy mien’, ofthe Dziontsl Eantesio- 


Sees ge beds some of the Trustees were afraid that the 
| 
Society might become liable for debts, etc., it was a —Ó 
that never came to the ears of this cross-defendant; but it could 
scarcely make any difference whether the Society might thereby | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


become liable or the Center, as they were bothfone and 


d 


| 
- would seem rather extraordinary that such a trivial point should hav 


ito the Society. Of course it wes. The Center and Society, which wer 


WKL 
bu t one in purpose, had their different channels throuen „their work we 


| 

Mn raised. 

i Again, it is urged in Miss Gray's affidavit that the close 
| 

| 

advanced, end the object of their existence helped and aided } and of 


m their Library branch was one, and one of their most importent sources 
i 


db whence said aid was received. If was their own work. Why should 


lit not have been of advantage to them? 


As for the averment contained in the seid affidavit of Miss 


1 
i 
i 


‘Grey to the effect that the authorities of the Supreme Council of the 


" 


i! 


Initiates cf Thibet expelled the officers of the Center and closed it, 


li 

per ‘ " > 

i this cross-defendsnt says the same is untrue, and that the only member 
| 

I 

i 


| 


who was expelled wes Dr. Stokes, as more particularly appears from ex- 

| cerpts of the Order Report, marked "Cross-Defendant's Exhibit 8" end 

l 1 

“prayed to be considered herein as part hereof. | 
Ihe Center could scarcely have been incorporated for the 

purpose alleged by kiss Gray, namely, the taking over of the Bulletin, 

i l 


because the Bulletin had already been legally transferred to the Society 


j 
i 


on liay Srd, 1910, while the Center was not incorsorated until August 23d, 


1910. 


| 
1 
| 
: Dr. Stokes was one of this answering cross-defendant's | 
associates end one chiefly instrumental in bri about not only tue uni 
corporation of the Society, but as well that of the Center. j 
As for the'attempted'conveyance of the property rights of the 
original Center, it vas done in obedience to the regulations governing | 
‘such matters among then, and ves done upon tne legal advice of Lr. Cox, 
| 
i and ü ege ross-defendan? 

who hed been engaged professionally by Dr. Stokes, to help the Center 
thrcugh the trcublesome time it was experiencing in 1910. | 
t 
The Library was considered a part of tre property of the : 

been sterted for the very purnose of helping 


s-lefenünnt has rc recollection 


L ters vork -- and tnis ensvcrine aros 


* 


of any $400.00 ever being mentioned at the time of said transfer, and 


— (— —— al ——MÀÀ—ÀI 


' does not believe it was made; but whether made or not, says that the 


: $950, CO at the time, although of inestimable worth to the Center. 


1 


m in question wes not of a salable value of more then 3300. C or 
| 
Esoteric Center of the United States of America has never had 22 arny con- 


| Again this answering cross-defendant denies that the Oriental 
| 
j 


! of the name Oriental Esoteric Center, or that iaia AX work except elec 


2^, 


| nection with the Order of the Initiates of Thibet or was organized solel 
i * 

| 

| 

ji 

1 


with the view to protect its incorporators against that Order in the u E 
| officers up to the Summer of 1912, and was disowned and repudiated by the 
| Generel Inspector, and says that on the contrary it has had and it doe 
have connection with the Order of the Initiates of Thibet; thet it wa 
| organized for the real purpose of — má — possessions i 
| the old unincorporated Center to the incorporated body, as well as to ; 
a its. name, and that it was always active in its work carried on 
! so far as its business affairs were concerned through its sister cor- 
oration, the Society, and that it was never disowned end repudiated by 


the seid General Inspector. | 


Furthermore, this crcss-defendant says that the entire con- 
cluding Feregraph pf said affidavit is untrue and is false and "T 
for while the Library was under the e of Dr. Stokes fro: 1906 to 


he expressly book charge of it in such representative capacity end not! 


i 


| 
S i 
1912jit was under his charge end control as the Center's Librarien, end : 


gas an individual; that he provide quarters for this Library is true, but 
| only since 1908, after the house becane his, and then he openly gave the 
Library quarters to the work -- as appears by the Society's iiinuves which 
show that said Library was ai the tine affiliated with said Society - 
just as ne gave tho rest of the house, save the one bed-room which he | 
retained for his own personal use. vith the exception of all the books 

| 
donated and contributed, it is true Dr. Stokes purchased all the books! it 
containei, but not with his ovi money, but with the monsy of the Center 
uhich hed come into Dr. Stexes' *izds,as Librarian, fron members and from 


the publie at large, which formed a trust fund that he vas bound to use 


i9 very jurpose of ae ilding 


v 


its Libre ry. 30 Likewise. es te the scleries of «11 esa 10. Ses, &l- j 
ce 1 
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| 
IC? OF COLULISIA, ‘to wit: 
Agnes Z. iisrsland on oeth devoses and says that she hes | 
d 


read the foregoing Cross-Answer by her subscribed, end imows ihe con- 


tents 


thereof. Tnet the matters and things therein ct:ted as of her 


own knovledge are true, and those set forth on information and belief 


she believes to be true. 


E: 


Subscribed end sworn to be this 18th day of November 


Notary Publ 
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EXTRACTS FROM KINUTZS OF THE ORIENTAL ESQTERIC SOCIZTY OF 


THE UNITED STATES OF ARA. Ioue 
. ` Lade. 
dm | Ji V 16 1912 
P, A 


Af why" ere "Ti 
June 4, 1912--Retirement of Dr. H. F. Stokes and Miss Cir gray 
RII from membership on the Board of Trustees. 


The following Trustees were oresent in person: Miss Marsland, 
Mrs. Brown, Dr. Smith. me proxies of Mrs. Bailey, Mr. Clark, 
Mrs. Smith, Miss Spence, Mrs, Lyon and Mr. Mack were cn the table. 

The resignation of Mrs. Lyon was read and , accepted. 

It having been brought to the attention o? the President that 
there was doubt in the minds of Dr. Stokes and Miss Gray as to the 
regularity of the vote taken on May 14th retiring them from the 
Boord of Trustees, the following motion was made, seconded and 
corried: 

That in view of the inability of Dr. Stokes and Miss Gray to 
cobosrate and pull with the organization they be retired from the 
Board of Trustees. The vote Vas, in favor; Hiss Marsland, Mrs. 
Brown, Dr. Smith, Mrs. Bailey, Lrs. Smith, Mr. Clark, Miss Spence, 
MT. Mack, This w2s aight votes of the ten Trustees now members 
of tne Board. 


July 16, 1912.-- Retirement of Dr. H. N. Stokes and Miss 3. C. 
Gray from nomo eee? in the Society. 


The follosing Trustees were present in person: Kiss Mereland, 
s. Prown, Miss Xisfer, Mr. Clark. 

The proxies of Lr. Mack, Miss Spence, Dr. Smith, Urs. Smith 
and urs. Bailey were on the table. ........... 

It was moved, seconded and unanimously carried that in view 
of the present attitude of Dr. H. N. Stokes and Kiss 2. C. Gray 
toward tne work and teschings of the Society, in view of tne fect 
mat they cannot harmoniously codpeorate with tne Society in the 
carrying out of its work and purposes , but ara on the contrary 
actively opposing tha same and in view of tne necessity that all 
workers in the Society should cotnsrate in Unity of Aim and Pur- 
pose, they be, and they are hereby retired from memhership in 
the Orient»?! Bsoteric Society of the United States of America. 


— ——— • ä¹ꝛäͤ — 
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July 20, 1912. 


Gen MM pv 1912 
Miss Edith C. Gray, | | Y Je 
P, O. Box 314, 3 | D du 


Washington, D. C. 
My dear Sister: 


I regret to have to inform you that you mere at a recent meeting of the Trustees 


of the Oriental Esoteric Society of the United States of American, retired from menm- 
bership in the Socioty. This action was taken by the Trustees bochuse they deemed 
that your continuance as an Activo Member, in view of =e present attitude toward 
the Society and its work, is incidontipts with that unity of purpose and cooperation 
among active workers in the Society which is indispensable to the proper conduct = 
propagation of the work and tenchings for which it stands. 
Will you please return to this office or to the President all lessons and 

other documents which you may have appertaining to the tenchings received by you 
1 rom tho Society during your — Ü 

Yours fraternally, l "NEM 


Corresponding Secretary, O. E. S, 


ThE 


Dr. H. NK. Stokes, Vice-President O. E. C. Inc., a 
1443 Q Street, li. V., 
Washington, D. C, 


My dear Brother: 


Your letter of June 19th has been communicated to me. The 
facts in the case are briefly these: Some seven years ago, our Center 
(at that time active in my person and through the open talks I was 
giving under the quthorization of the Generel Inspection) committed to 
your charge the nucleus of a small loan library, the books of which had 
been contributed by various members of my classes. You undertook to 
increase this Library, to care for the books, and to collect the dues | 


211 of which were to be turned back into the Library Fund. 


| 
f 
f 


jindubitably that the library is ours; 


All of these facts are olearly printed in our X MR "si t 
these particular ATON were | arawn, up by yourself. : s * 


1 


We have advertised the Library widely, adus i devoting half 
of the space of the Bulletin to that purpose, and to the purchasing of 
Book-Lists. We have also permitted you to handle all the receipts that 
‘have come in without reporting the same in detail. We knew fou to be | 
a loyal Brother, and we believed implicitly in all the asseverations that 
Jou made to the effect that you had no other interest than to aid the | 


‘Society nnd to hei bt to carry out its aims. 


All the documentary and ‘other evidence in the case goes to prove 
therefore, your. Fifth contention) 
is preposterous. If you had been called upon to act in the same capacity 
in "All Soul's Church" for example, do you imagine that you trould have 
been allowed to claim the Church Library as your asset at the end of 
seven years, however much money you might personally have put into it? | 
I therefore, as President, demand an account of the nresent | 
financial status of the O. E. Library, in detail, and a list of its books, 
catalogues, etc., preparatory to ‘our removing them. 


— — 


Yours Fraternally, 


President O. E. C. 


l 
July 20, 1912. i 
[ 
| 


Dr. E. N. Stokes, e 
1443 Q Street, N. V., i 
Washington, D. C. - | 


.My dear Brother:- | 
: | 
I regret to have to inform you that you were, at a recent | 
meeting of the Trustees of the Oriental Esoteric Society of the United 
States of. America, retired from montervhip in the Gooícotye This ection 
was taken by the Trustees because they deemed that your continuance as 
an Active Member, in view of your present attitude toward the Society, | 
and its work, is incompatible with that unity of purpose and corporation à 


among active workers in the Soolety which is indbspensible to the proper 


conduct and propagation of the work and teachings for which it stands. 
Will you please return to this office or the President 
211 lessons and other documents which you may have appertaining to the 


teachings received by yau from the Society during your membership? 


Your: u *ornalir, | 


i wf * 
EXTRACTS FROM :;INUTES OF THE ORIENTAL ESOTERIC CENTER 


June 26, 1912--Retirement of Dr. H. N. Stokes and Miss E. C. Cray from Foun- 
dation Membership. 


At the Orient of Washinston D.C. at the home of the Pres- 
denk a ses June 26th, 1912, the Directing Council met in 
Session. The Minutes of the last Meeting were read amd approved 
and signed. There were present in person or br proxy Miss Bs E. 
Varsland, Mrs. M. B. Brown, Mrs.F.L.Lyon, Frs. R. H. Bailey, Kiss E. C. 
Cray and Mr. H. H. kack. The Resp.. Bro. . Vice President, Dr. H. H. 
Stokes was excused. In consideration of the fact that the Bro.“ , 
Dr.H.N. Stokes has ani for some time past attacked the Teachings. Ju 
of the O. . EB. . Center and the Work in his publication "The ^j 
O.E.L.Critic," and having, moreover, recently claimed the Cen- SE 
ter's Library as his own personal property, he was declared tos 
have been suilty of a grave fault and was therefore retired from 
Fohndation-Membership by a three-fourths vote of all the Founda- 
tion Members. The Resp. . Bro.'. secretary, ks E. C. Cray, hav- | 
ing endorsed and defended the actions and views of the former . tie d 
Vice President, and having shown herself insubordinate and dis- 1 
respectful to the President and other Officers, wasialso retired 
from Foundation Membership by a three-fourths vote: of all, the 
Foundation Members. On oe 


ag ee 
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July 6, 1912---Dr.H.N. Stokes deposed oi office of Librarian e T 
President authorized to institute suit. ) Sd 


At the Orient of Washington, D.C., at the home of the Pres- 
ident, Apartment 51, The Gladstone, 1423 R Street, N. VW... . 
July 6, 1912, The Directing Council met in regular session pur- 
suant to call of the Resp’ Bro' President. There were present in 
person Resp:Bro* President Miss A.E.Marsland, Resp* Bro* Treasur- 
er Mrs. May E.Brown, and Bro: Lincoln R. Clark who attended by re- 

„ quest and acted as secretary of the mectinc. The Proxies of 
Brothers H. H. Hack, Mrs.Margaret H. Bailey and Mrs.Florence L. Lyon 
were held by the President. The minutes of the last mecting were 
read, approved and signed. ......... It was declared by unanimous 
vote of the Directing Council that in view of tne refusal of Dr. 
H.N.Stokes to turn over to the Oriental Esoteric Center on the 
demand of the President the Oriental Esoteric Library, in view of 
his claim to personal ownership of the Library, in view cf his 
retirement by the Directing Council from membership in the Orien- 
tal Esoteric Center, as set forth in previous minutes, and in 
view of his disloyalty to the Center. in his dealings with the 
patrons of the Library, he be now officially declared to be no 
longer Librarian of the Center. It was the sense of the Council 
that the vork of the Library be taken up by the Council itself E 
for the present, in view of the crisis of its affairs. It was Eiu 
unanimously voted that the Oriental Esoteric Center of the United 
States of America proceed bv and through its proper officers to. 
enforce its right and title in and to the Oriental Esoteric LibHa- 
ry by all proper means and by legal action if necessary; and the 
Resp' Bro* President vas specifically authorized to institute 
suit for that purpose if deemod expedient by her. 


Miss E. C. Gray, : l [ 
P. O. Bex 314, | P j| 
Washington, D. C. l i i 
My deer Sister: = 
I am sorry to have to inform you that at a 
recent meeting of the Directing Council of this Center, held | 
June 26, 1912, of which mecting you were duly notificd, you 
were resigned from Foundation Membership in the Center by a 
three-fourths vote cf all the Foundation Members. 
You will not, I think, be surprised to hear of this 
action of the Council. It has been taken in defence of the 
work and with reluctance after a long time of waiting for 
your retirn to that loyalty and obedience which have formerly 
marked your relations with the Center, your fellow Directors 
and your Leader. 


Yours fraternally, 


President O. E. C. 


My dear Brother: 
I 
| It is with great regret that I notify you that at a recent 
meeting of the Directing Council of the Oriental Esoteric Center, June 26, 
1912, you were retired from Foundation Membership in the Center by a | 
three-fourths vote of all the Foundatiog members. The Council took 

this step with reluctancd, in consequence of your recent actions which | 
it deems to be directly cpposed to the best interests of the work and to 
those ideals and teachings which it is the Center's mission to give forth. 


Yours fraternally, 


President 0. E. 0. T 


i à July 9, 1912. i 

Dr. He Ne Stokes, : l * | 
1443 Q Street, N. We, 

l Washington, D. C. | 

[j ] i 
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IM THE SUPFEME COUZT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


| 
“ORIENTAL ESOTERIC CENTER OF THE} 
UNITED STATES OF AHNERCMA, 


A Corporation, et al j 04, i: 
4 S I312 
Pleintiffs. M Lo bans 7 
Vs e. FA ae on 


HENRY N. STOKES; 


Defendant. 
EQUITY NO. 3131". 


e — E — es 


|HENRY N. STOKES, 


Vs. 


ORIENTAL ESOTERIC CENTER OF TEE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


A Corporation, et al, 


— Ce — See? See? — ———— ee —— ae —— —— — — — — Cl? Mme? 


_ Cross-Plgintiff. 
Cross-Def endants. 

District of Columbia, S. S.: 
Agnes E. Marsland, on oath says that she is the 


[President and representative head of the four corporate 


| defendants, plaintiff*s in the Original Pill, and 


| nas. veen such since their respective incorporations, and 


| 
'tion and the affiliation and the library in dispute with the 
i ok: i 

| Center and Society, as set forth by the cross-plaintiff in 


| 

lhis Answer to the Rule to show Cause, which issued on the 
i 

| Original Bill filed herein, further says that vhen the 


pawa was begun in the. fall of 1905, there was an ac- 
l 


ned never been closed, and this af f iant, who was the rep- 
1 
| resentative and delegate of the Center at the time mentioned 
I 
nad the following plenary authority foilowing: 


tive Esoteric Center in existence in Washington, as it 


| (Excerpted from Charter granted by Grand Master 
Ji 


| of the Order of Initiation to Agnes E. Harsland, August 


24, 1904). 


| taking up seriatem the so-called history of the associa- | 


—ů— — — 


WHETEAS, the Resp. Pro. Agnes E. Marsland unites 
|en the conditions required by the General Fegulations 
| of our Supreme Authority. 
Ve, Grand Master of the Supreme Council of the 
Order grant her full powers to constitute}at the Orient 
of Washington, Centers of Esoteric study and of initiation 
under her absolute responsibility * * * * * * 


aad 
which,power and authorization has never been rescinded 


*. 


or revoked, 


Ihe Library was begun by several persons donating 


| 

| 

K books they had on Theosophical and Occult studies; that 

| among these affiant and Dr. Stokes were the most liberal 
givers, he dcnating &bout forty or fifty books and affiant 
likewise donating about the same number, and each bringing 

we ren up-stairs in 1443 Q Street, where they were at 

| time, and placing them on shelves in the parlor; that 

| thereafter affiant with Mrs. pailey and Dr. Stakes formu- 

| lated Library Rules and Fegule tions, which were typewritten 

‘and hung adjacent to these books, providing for the loaning 

. out of any of seid books as aids to affiant's lectures at 


' the rate of ten cents per week for any one book; that it is 


true that soon after the Library was begun, Dr. Stokes, who 


had been placed in charge thereof, began to buy end sell 
books, although as to taking and using the profits as he 
saw fit, this affiant says that she always understood from 
' him that he was doing with this money as he had advertised 
| and stated to the We Te of said Center and to the public 
. at large whenever occasion arose for him to say anything 
about it, that it was going into a fund to be used for the 


purchase of new books and thus increasing the Library to 


the advancement of the work; that wherever he got his idea 
of having a mailing Library, he first suggested the pro- 


posed change to this effiant, and set-forth its advent&ges 


AS ameans of m aking the Cen ter S s o pperteng fenan ecally | 


not suggest or intimate that he proposed to advertise his 


| 

| Library fa the benefit of ihe Center, but always represente 

| it as the Center's Library and always that it would redound 
to the benefit of the work, which he, because of his financi 
&bility so to do, and because of his wish &nd endeavor to 
aid the work, ke e at nis cn dense, and 


the Prospectus Circulars, setting forth the aim and object 


i 
n i -95- 
ti 
! i , 
| tu the work, end this affiant agreed to its trial and use; : 
| 
| that whether he wished to advertise a Library of Theosophy 
| and Occultism in his own name or not, he certainly did 
4 of the Center, and stating that the Center had a Library, 

and stating that the Cross-Plgintiff, Dr. Stokes, was its 

Librarian end Officer, and that the moneys realized from 

the sale and loan of books, would constitutye a trust fund, 

which he, said Cross-Pl&intiff, gave eff ient further to 


understand would be used for the building up of said Library 
&nd for no other purpose, went out to the members of said 
Center, to their friends, and the publie at large, with thi 
| dis tinct understanding between affient and the said Dr. Sto es. 
A As before said, and now repeated by this affiant, 
| the Center was never closed from 1902, when first started, 
| up to the time of its dissolution in August of 1910, al- 
| though it was reorganized in the summer of 1908, with ten 
l active officers and a måiling list of from a thousand to 
| fifteen hundred of its Bulletin subscribers, which doubtles 
| had been increased up to that time by the estatlishment of 
| the Center's Library and the EE of the Uenter's 
n activities through the Library- branch of its work; that 
&t ihe time of the reorganization said cross-Plaintiff was 
| designated deputy and librarian in accordance with the 
regulations and in accordance with the direct authorization 
ef the General Inspector, as is more comrletely shown by 


Defendants! cross exhibits herein, which further show that 


the title "Librarian" was official, and was not one that 


| | 


wie 


said cross-Pleintiff adopted for himself, 
Aff iant further says that it was agreed that the 
| Bulletin, which was the Official Organ of the Center, should 
| be used es an advertising medium for the Library, but not 
| for Cross-Plaintiff's Library - for the Center's own Library, - 
| and that said Cross-Pleintiff agreed to pay and did pay to- 18 
| wards and on behalf of said work the deficit between the "Dues 
amount received from subscribers and the cost of publication; 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
i 
3 


that the Center's membership grew and largely through the 
medium of its Library, is true, but that this Library was 


Sen ten considered by said cross-Pleintiff, or any other 
person, as said Cross-Plá&ntiff's own individual Library, 
is not true, nor is it true that said Cross-Plaintiff — 
signed his position with the United States Government to 
devote his attention to his Library,as the real reason 

for bis resigning from said Government service was because 
he was disgruntled at the appointment of an outside man ove 
l him, end this not because of any lack of ability on his par 
but because he — tenpermentally unfit for the first po- 

|; sition in any organization, and it had been thus all through 
seid Cross-Plaintiff's life in other fields of activity to 
which he has lent bimseif, 

That on April 12, 1910, the Society was incorpor- 
ated and the Bulletin was transferred to the Society, while 
| the Center's Library was affiliated with the Society tn 
order that the business part of the work might be carried on 


p Bs 


[24 


the Society, while the spiritual side of the work was 


still retehed in the Center. The Oriental Esoteric Center 


Still kept its title to the Library, although after its 


affiliation with the Bociety, and for shortened or &bbre- 


' viated usage, it was known as the Oriental Esoteric Library, 


o —— —-— 


and affient further says she knew nothing about any objection 


raised "by some of the members of the Society to the R 


i being held out in such a way that the Society might be made 

| liable for debts" and certainly there was nothing official 

brought N the Society for it could scarcely matter to 

the Society or the Center - fot the same members composed 

both, just as the aim and — of both was one and the 

| Same - whether the one or the other should be made liable 
for the livrerifs debts; that with the Society, as with the 


Center, it is true the Library increased their membership, 


but it was their Library, organized for this purpose, and 


complished the purpose for Mich it had been established. 
That afterwards ,and in the summer of 1911, said Cross-Plain- 
tiff commenced to v rite distasteful and distressful articles 
in the Bulletin,and it became a constant fight between said 
Cross-Plaintiff and this affiant as to what he should be 
&llored to publish, and the said Cross-Plaintiff advenced 
the same argument then with regard to the ownership of 


the Bulletin, as he is now seeking to do with respect 


| 
| | 
certainly it would not have been continued had it not ac- ; 
| 
| 
for he paid most of the cost of it's issuance, etc, dtc», 

and it was only when he was thwarted and checked in his am- 

j bition to control the entire work of the Center and Society, 
| thet he commenced to claim as his OWng this Library which 


to the Library: That it was his to do with as he pleased, 
| 
| 
| 
| 
nad been founded and which hid grow up under the shield and | 
| 
| fostering influence of said Cross-Deferdant's name and pres- 


| 
! that 
2s Te gands 
| tige; and though, $ E oh "tie letter 
| said Cross-Pleintiff wrote at the time he established the 
| 


; Critic in exact imitation of the Bulletin Sre not con- 


| ceive it possible that it held out any claim to individual 


| 
| ownership of said Library, for it was so clear to her mind 
| 
| 


' Esoteric work, and always had been, and always would be, 


that sie never for one moment thought an adverse claim would 


be made to it, least of all by Dr. Stokes, who always 


| 
at the time that this Library was an integral part of said 
| 
| 
| 
i 


il 
| 
il 


| 


-B- X | 


i 


referred to said Library as the Center's Library, for iii 


when she might say to him, referring to some particular 
piece of work, this belongs to your brench of the work, 

or this is a part of the Library work, he would at once sayl, 
he work is all one, or words equivalent, and always re- 


esh 90 0 5. 


sented any suggestion that there vas any severance in. the 
work 


with regard to the ownership of 
their name and most valuable adjunct. That although the \ sh 
publication of the Critic by Dr. Stokes produced a feeling | Es 
of astonishment at first and later of resentment, # ETENA E 
cause of its insiddous claim to the Library which was not 


even realised at the time, but because he had so exactly 


copied and imitated the Bulletin as to deceive members and 


patrons of the work into the belief that it was one wih 
the Bulletin,and thus enable him to circulate under cover 
of the Bulletin's standingy whatever he might choose to 
write, without check or hind¢grence from herself, as author- 
itatrve head of the -—— she, said zffiant, did not 
make any comment thereon at the time, in the hope that her 
silence might placate said Cross-Pleintiff end bring him 
again into line with their work and with his old-timec 

zeal and enthusiasm and all the active industry and ebility 
that marked his best effórts in-zid of their work; but a 
said Cross-Plaintiff, instead of doing better, went rapidly 
from bad to worse, and commenced to openly attack the work 
and bring her personally as represen tative and EOM of the 
work into direpute with thése active memb=rs atid T Te rs 
of both Center and Socsty, and -did bring about the insub- 
ordina tion and disloyalty of Miss Gray, until both Center 
and Society were compelled to remove both Miss Gray and 

Dr. Stokes from their midst and from having anything fur- 
ther to do with their work. 


As the result of the fomentation started by 
Or Sarak, who claimed te be | 


+ 


idiss Willis, between fhe Gereral Tnpsector, and the Center, 
^- 


this affient was threatened with expulsion, and said Cross- 
Plaintiff was ectually expelled, as is shown by the cross 
exhibits herein, ich are prayed to be considered 28 & part 


| 
| 
| hereof; that the incorporation of the Oriental Esoteric 


the corporeal possessions of the unénrorporated Center, es 


| Center was had for the specific purpose of taking over all 
well as its name, and could scarcely have been designed to. 
| protect the name of the Bulletin, that publication having 
| already been transferred to the Society, Znà that the 

| 


| Library was not only intended to pass,but did pass in the TR 


transfer which had been professionally advised, is evident: 
from the paper itself, which distinctly says that the Foun- 
dation members, of which said Cross-Pleintiff was one, trans- 
| ferred £11 their property from the unincorporated Center to 
| the corporate body; and that again said Cross-Plaintiff is. 
| mistaken when asserting that the Center only held its annual 
meetings, 207 it held Weekly meetings concerning the spirit- 
| ual side of its existence, which was what the Center was forl, 
and its business activities were carried on by the Society, 
s was intended when the two corporations were respectively 
organized, — 
i That as for the affidavits made and attached to 
said Cross-Plaintiff's Answer to Rule to show Cause, whikh 
| Answer to said Fule vas made an Exhibit to his cross bill 
| herein, this affiant says they have elsewhere been disposed 
! of and need no further attention in this affidavit. 


80, Too, with regard to the claimed &dmissions of 


f 
| this effiant. | 


With reference to tne house 1442 (Street, seid cross-rlain 


~ 


nis paying rent therefor fron April ,130 


S) 


————À — 


tiff is escin mistaken about 
up to September, 1912, as is better shom by this cross-defendant's 

Iixhibit , although it is true that the said cross-plaintiff peid j 
for the telephone, but whether out of his personal funds, or whether { 
from the receipts end moneys received through the Library, she is not Hel 
advised, although she always understood thet the telephone belonged to 
the Center. As for seid cross-plaintiff allowing this affiant and th 
Oriental Esoteric Center to have their names disted urder said telephone 
nunbor, Es a matter of fact he advised said affiant that he had had th 
telephone put in for the use of the Center, and whether he peid for it 
ott of the Library trust fund, or whethsr he paid for it out of his 
pocket, affiant says she did not realize that he could give and later 


ask the return of his gift at any iine he might sce fit so to do. 


As to ihe developpent of cross-defcndants' claim, which ves 


made necessary; by the position assumed by seid cross-plaintiff, as it was 


gradually and finally unfolded to her, it was made necessary after it 


& 
was found out that seid oross-blaintiff was recily engaged in a eee 
attempt to are away and use as his own, whet had always baionged to Ee 


Center, and was a vital part of its life and usefulness of work, and 


then it was thet cross-Befendsrts felt compelled to remove from their 


inidst said cross-plaintiff and Hiss Gray, both from the work of the 


A A 
Center and Society, eni the same vas properly end legally effectel 


either by the personal presence of the necessary number of officsrs 


nd trustees, or with the use and aid cf their proxies. 


As for the alleged bed faith of the said eross-de fenden ts 
in seeking to protect Fuel od and recover their cm, doubtless said 
- Ex eu z ' 
cross-picintiff —cov1à have been better satisfied if seid cross~dofendents 
nas lb him take anything and everything he wanted, withcut protest of 
| 
eadeevor to recover the same. 
Affiant further says that the original Bill, filed in this 


cause vas duly avnthorized and thet the acticn of seid cross-defendants: 


wes not only with the cuthority of the officers ani trustees of said 
i l 
corporetion, but was dirsetly cutborized end lirected by them, for of i | 


E 


tke seven named trustees, viz; iiss A. E. iiarslend, iirs. F. L. Lyon, 


|] MIS. Largaret i. Bailey, Dr. E. E. Stokes, irs. ::. E. Brom, liss 2. C 


Gray end lir. H. H. Hack, said cross-deferdants held the proxes of s. 


. 


plaintiff is in error when he says Re of the members i X i. 


Lyon, Urs. Bailey, and had a proxy from Hir. Mack, which unfortunately | , 
/ 


and only lately has been lost or mislaid, so that again the said eross 


said Bosrd hawe not consented to or approved said action, nor have they. 


consented to or approved the institution of this suit, but are opposed 
to the same." 
Farther this affiant says that as to the confusion resultin 


Affi tration hetween the 
and unavoidably following upon the termination of the, Society and the 


Library, as a matter of fact said cross-plaintiff was using the envelope 
f ans alter 

stamp of the Center on his mail up to the very time he removed from 

; said 1442 4 Street, as more at large is shown hy the Exhibits to the 

| Originel Bill herein prayed to be considered as a part horeof, which 

| scarcely looks es though said cross-plaintiff had taxen scrupulous 

care to prevent further confusion. 


Qs e. Marland 


| Subscribed and sworn to before me this l6th dey of lovember, 


| 1215. 
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May E. Brown on oeth deposes and seys that she is the Poss M „Oriental TEA 


uy 


Esoteric Center of the United States of America, and has been such since the re- Me 
organization of the unincorporated Center in May of 1908; thet as such Treasurer 

she has taken an active interest in the work of the Center and has an intimate 
knowledge of the work as it has been carried on since that time fas also an inti- 

mate personal knowledge concerning the work of the Oriental Esoteric Society in- 
corporated in April of 1910, and the Oriental Esoteric Center of the United States | 
of America incorporated in August, 1910; that the work of both Center and Society 

has been carried on with the one aim and object in view of disseminating knowledge 
concerning their religious faith; that affiant's first connection with the un- 
incorporated Center detes back to the summer of 1905 when as a student she first 
commenced to attend the lectures of Miss Marsland who was then the representative 

end delegate of the Center; that at that time 1443 Q Street, N. W., Washington, 

D. C., was leased by Miss Marsland and used by her as such representative and 

delegate of the Center as the headquarters of said Center and the place where Miss 
Nersland's lectures were delivered; that the parlor, on the ground floor of the 
building, was at that time set apart for such use and later and in the fall of the 

seme year a small collection of books was deposited for use of the students in the 
parlor of said house; that at or about the same time there was prepared and hung 


adjacent to the book-shelves containing. said collection of books a list of Rules 


the 5th of July of 1912 said Library, es it grew in the intervening years, still 
remained where it was started and first placed, although as time went on and its 
growth was such as to necessitate increased space, additional rooms in said house 
were used to accommodate the same; that up until about July of 1909 affiant was in 
the employ of Dr. A. R. Shands, and as his assistant in certain lines of his work 


exc Regulations governing the conduct of said Library; that from this time up until | 
E TI 
enjoyed & lucrative position; that about the month of January, 1909, seid affiant 


aJe 


received a telephone cell from Dr, H. H. Stokes, who was then acting as Librarian 


of the Center nnd active in its affeirs end work, asking affiant whether she 


she didn't know, but that she would see him in reference to the same and accord- 


ingly within the next day or two she called upon the said Dr. H. H. Stokes with 


reference to the taking of said position. Affiant states that in the conversation 


would accept a position as his assistant; that affiant replied over the telephone 
then had it developed that the salary attached to the said position was not more 


than one-half what she was then earning, that the said H. M. Stokes was well ap- 


prized of this fact; that affiant nevertheless agreed to accept the position | i 
tendered by the said Stokes and come to the Library as his assistant, and that * 
this decision was reached upon the distinct understanding at the time between 2 
this affiant end the said H, N. Stokes that affiant was coming to work for the p 
Center end the cause for which it then stood and now stands; that this affisnt 
told the said 5. H. Stokes at the time he and she entered into their contract of | 
emoloyment as aforesaid that she considered the duty which she owed to the Center i 
and iis work outweighed financial considerations and therefore that she wes willing | 
to make the financial sacrifice involved for the sake of the Center, to all of which 

the said H. N. Stokes assented and thereupon accepted affiant's services upon this 
understanding; that the acceptance of this position thus entailed a direct pecuniary ! 
lossko this affiant, and one that she would not have taken unto herself whre it not 

for the chance of serving in her chosen feith; which had been her dominant wish 

and endeavor ever since she first joined the work. Affiant further states that 

about the middle of August of 1909, pursuent to the contract of employment entered 


into as aforesaid about January, 1909, she commenced her regular duties with the 


paid tne costs and charges necessary for the running of the Library, the funds for 


this purpose being in part received from the members of said Center and said Cen- 
ter's Library from the loan and sele of books, donations and contributions through- 
out the years from said 1909 to July of 1912. 

Affiant states that on July 5, 1912, she was summarily dismissed by said Dr. 


H. E. Stokes as an employee of seid Center's Library because, after said Dr. E. M 


Oriental Esoteric Center, elthough she was directly paid by Dr. Stokes, just as he | 


Stokes hed seen fit to at first insidiously and secretly and then openly atteck 


^" 


- m 
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the teachings and faith in which this affient was so vitally interested and 

af ter he had shown by his conduct that he intended, if possible, to dissever 
the Library from the Center and after he had attacked Miss Mersland, who was T 
their President and their titular head, she, said affiant, had sought to serve 


the Center and its Library and what was to her a holy cause rather than align 


herself in opposition thereto with the said Dr. H. N. Stokes personally; that 

on July 5th, 1912, when said Dr. H. N. Stokes had made plain his effort to 

bring about the disnuption of their work, this affiant openly remonstrated with 
him and said, "Well, Dr. Stokes, I don't see how you can claim this Library as 
your own, especially when you know tele Library lists were made up by 
voluntary workers in the old incorporated Center, end there are cards in the 

list showing inis," whereupon the said Dr. Stokes, who was very angry, sneeringly 
retorted, "Center--I will get MissWillis and everybody together end I will prove 
there is no Center," to which affiant, seeing that it was useless to remonstrate 
further concerning the ownership of the Library and its name, said nothing more 
at the time. This affiant states that there was never any question raised as 

to the true ownership of both Library and its name, the Oriental Esoteric 
Library, and that the same were always considered and understood to be a vitally 
necessary part of the Oriental Esoteric Center and the work it was seeking to 
cerry on, until Dr. Stokes, in the summer of 1912, without warning, suddenly 
declared it to be a fact that this Library and its name, which had grown up 

under the prestige and fostering care of the Center, was no longer a part of this 
work anc was his ovn individual property and possession, to do with as he 
pleased. 


Affiant further states that on a great many occasions sho has heard Miss 
Mersland and others interested officially in the conduct and manegement of the 
work say, in reference to the läbrery work, "Oh, you look after your branch of 


the work," or "Your side of the work will necessitate doing" such and such 


things, to which Dr. Stokes would reply, saying in a most resentful tone, "I don't 


like to hear you say my side of the work or your side of the work: ihe 


work is all one." 

This affiant further states that a great many times during 
her association with said H. N. Stokes in the Library work, and even 
within the last few months, said Stokes has asserted his devotions 
to the Center and Society and his interest in their work, stating 
very emphatically that he was doing his work for no other purpose than 
to aid the Center or Society as the case might be, expressing his 
seid interest end devotion frequently in the ‘atin. ma am I doing 
this work for, if not for the Center (or Society, as the case might be), 
or What am I working for, if not for the Center (or Society, as the 
case might be), or "I am just as interested in the Society as can be: 
what am I waking for if it is not for the Society?" 

This effiant states that she was present throughout the 
meeting at which the foundation members of the unincorporated Center 
transferred the assets of said Center to the Oriental Esoteric Center 
of the United States of America (incorporated), that erie not re- 
call that any estimate was made of the value of the said assets as 
being four hundred dollars or any other sum; that to the best of her 
knowledge end belief no such estimate was made or mentioned end that, 
inasmuch as it was not intended to separate and scatter said assets but 
to transfer them to the incorporated Center, no such estimate was neces- 
sary. This af fient, moreover, states that from her knowledge of the 
financial dilate of both the unincorporated and the incorporated Centers, 
she having been Freasurer of the former since its reorganization in 1908, 
end Treasurer of the latter since its incorporation in 1910, she knows that 
the tangible assets of said unincorporated Center at the time of said 
trensfer, aside from the Library, vere not of a salable value to exceed 
fifty dollars, and that the original cost of said assets exclusive of 
the Library was not more than ondiundred and twenty-five dollars. This 
affinnt states that the property of whe Center asice from iis ssid 


resets just referred to was its Lib 


rary, ond that an 
A 


y estimate exceecing 
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DISTRICT F COLUMBIA . bis 
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Lincoln R. Clark, of lawful age, being f SHD n 
» e 
. d = 
on his oath deposes and says: A 


That on April 5, 1909, when this af f1ant first took up his 
residence in the City of Washington, he called at the Headquarters of 
the Oriental Esoteric Center at 1443 Q Serest, Northwest, in said city, 
and there purchased from the Library then in charge of Dr. H. N. Stokes 
as Librarian and publicly known and advertised as the Library of the 


Oriental Esoteric Center (of which fact this affiant first became 
| cognizant by perusing the Bulletin or Leaflet of the Center) a book 
| entitled "Esoteric Christianity" written by Annie Besant and published 
| by John Lane Company, New York, on the inside of the front cover of 
which said book there was then and now is pasted a label or "sticker" 
containing the following language, towit, 
ö "Sold by Oriental Esoteric Center 
1443 Q Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. " 


That the occasion on which this affiant purchased said book 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| Was the occasion of his first visit to the Headquarters of the Oriental 

: Esoteric Center; that upon arriving there he inquired of the attendants 
in charge åf that were the Oriental Esoteric Center, to which they re- 
plied that it was; whereupon affiant further inquired if the Center had 

esoteric books for sale, and particularly the book teres d io which 


said attendants, or one of them, replied in the affirmative; and there- 


upon this affiant purchased said book from the "Center" as aforesaid, 
| That this affiant from that time on became and was a frequent 
| atlendant at the lectures of the Center given at 1443 Q Street, and a 
borrower and purchaser of its books, and that books purchased by him at 


said Library from time io time since said initial purchase hive like- 


| 
i 


2 


2 ase 3 P L4 m 
the sum of one "Wunined end trentr-fige Aollers at poit cast 
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z necessarily have ineluded the Library. \ 
This affient states thet the Library vas the Center's 
\ 
eYincipsil materiel asset as a means for conducting its propagende 


and it was from this source in the main thet the said Center's work 


was being builded up and increased, sud affiant further states that 
& „ 


the time she executed with Dr. Stokes and the other Joundat icn 


Worbers the transfer of "our entire shares in all the property of the 


: n A 3 - pets ; 4 ° 
sajd Ga, Center, she firmly telievad thet she was transferrine 


her share in the ssid library as wall as in £11 the other property ct 
" . 


vun o tingbe losing do said unincorporated Center to said incorporated 


Senter. 
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Wise contained, sometimes the label or sticker as aforesaid stating 


that the book was "Sold by the Oriental Esoteric Center" and sometimes 


Esoteric Library." 


This affient further states that as recently as September 27, 


1912, after the said Dr. H. N. Stokes had taken away the said Library 
which has always been regarded as the Library of the Oriental Esoteric 
Center end removed the same to 1207 Q Street, N. W., books have been 
issued from said Library bearing said label "Sold by the Oriental Esoteric 
Center,” for on that date, towit, September 27, 1912, this affiant, 
through his messenger end agent, borrowed from said Library at seid 1207 
Q Street, N. V., the book entitled "The Crucifixion by an Eye-Witness" 
published by Indo-American Book Co., Chicago, Which said book then con- 
teined, and does now contain, pasted on its inside front cover the label 


a label or sticker stating that the book was sold by the “Oriental 
or sticker as follows: 


"Sold by Oriental Esoteric Center 
443 Q Street N. u. 
Vashington, D. C. 
together with another label giving terms of rent or sale and the red ink 


stamp reading "NEW ADDRESS 1207 Q Street, N. M7 whereupon this affiant | 


purchesed and paid for said book, through his messenger and agent as 
aforesaid, pursuant to the terms of the offer of sale accompanying the 

same and pursuant to said H. H. Stokes' statement made a few days pre- 

viously to this affiant that he (said Stokes) would sell to him (affiant) 

"or anybody else," l 


This affiant further states that on June 8, 1909, he became an T 


| Active Member of the Oriental Esoteric Center and that he has ever since bedn 


active in its affairs, first as such Active Member and later also in 
* 


| verious official capacities, towit as member of the Council and Acting 


General Secretary of the unincorporated Center in 1910, and afterwerd as 
I 


n member, director and Vice-President of the incopporated Center; that 


-2- 


-3- 


about the time affiant became a member of the Center and between the 
dates of June 1, 1909, and "uy 16, 1909, the seid Dr. H. N. Stokes, 
as the Center's Librarian, took this affiant through the library quarters 
at 1443 Q Street, N. Wy Tas tungtony. D. 0:5, and pointed out and discussed 
its various features, referring ‘to “the library as the property and work 
and activity of the Center, in such a vas as to lead this affiant to be- 
lieve that the work of the Center and that: of the Library were one, ag 
indeed this affiant subsequently learned they in truth were and are; that 
in his conversation on this occasion the said H. N. Stokes frequently 
used the expression, "we" have this or that, or "we" do this or that, 
or "wo" have this or that method, referring to the Center as regarded 
the Library branch of its work, as,for example, in calling attention 
of this affiant to the fact that the Center then loaned books without 
requiring any security, 1 or deposit, and that in doing so its 
losses of books were only Enim of one per cent, including losses 
| in the mails in transit. 

Affiant further states that at the time of said conversation 
with said H. N. Stokes, at the time of affiant's first visit to the 
Headquarters of the Center on April 5, 1909, and thenceforward and 


now, this affiant understood and understands that said Library then was 


activity and work; and this affiant from his knowledge of and association 
with the affairs of said Center states that such was likewise so generally 


advertised and was so understood by the public. 


ai AEE 


| 

| 

| 

| and is now the Center's Library and an integral part of the Center's 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 16th day of November, 1912, 


Lf V^ 


Notary Public, District of 
Columbia, 
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| May E. 1 on oeth deposes and says that she is the Treasurer fe th Oriental 
Esoteric Center of the United States of America, and has been such since the re- 
organization of the unineorporeted Center in May of 1908; that as such Treasurer 
she has taken an active interest in the work of the Center and has an intimate 
knowledge of the work as it has been 8 8 180 on singe thet tine Les also an inti- 
mate personal knowledge concerning the work of the Oriental Esoteric Society in- 
corporated in April of 1910, and the Oriental Esoteric Center of the United States 
of America incorporated in August, 1910; that the work of both Center and Society 
has been carried on with the one aim and object in view of disseminating knowledge 
concerning their religious faith; that affiant's first connection with the un- 
incorporated Santee detes back to the summer of 1905 when as a student she first 
comnerced to attend the lectures of Miss Marsland who was then the representative 
and delegate of the Center; that at that time 1443 Q Street, k. W., Washington, 


D. C., wes leased by Miss Marsland and used by her as such representative and 


delegate of the Center as the headquarters of said Center and the place where Miss 


Mersland's lectures vere delivered; that the parlor, on the ground floor of the | 
building, was at that time set apart for such use and later and in the fall of the ’ 
same year a small collection of books was deposited for use of the students in the but 
parlor of said house; that at or about the same time there was prepared and hung aces- 
adjacent to the book-shelves containing said collection of books a list of Rules . 
| i! 

and Regulations governing the conduct of said Library; that from this time up until enter 
the 5th of July of 1912 said Library, as it grew in the intervening years, still 1908 
remnined where it was started and first placed, although as time went on and its pers 
growth was such as to necessitate increased space, additional rooms in said house edd 
were used to accommodate the same; that up until about July of 1909 affiant was in eee 
the employ of Dr. A. R. Shands, and as his assistant in certain lines of his work | of 
enjoyed a lucrative position; that about the month of January, 1909, seid affiant Thi 
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Lincoln R. Clark, of fa age, being eee 5 


That on April 5, 1909, when this affiant first took up his 


on his oath deposes and says: 


residence in the City of Washington, he called at the Headquarters of 
the Oriental Esoteric Center at 1443 Q Street, Northwest, in said city, 
and there purchased from the Library then in charge of Dr. H. N. Stokes 
as Librarian and publicly known and advertised as the Library of the 
Oriental Nestes Center (of which fact this af f 1 ant first became 
cognizant by perusing the Bulletin or Leaflet of the Center) a book 
entitled "Esoteric Christianity" written by Annie Besant and published 
by John Lane Company, New York, on the inside of the front cover of 


| which said book there was then and now is pasted a label or "sticker" 


"Sold by Oriental Esoteric Center 
1443 Q Street, N. W. 
Washington, D, C. " 


containing the following language, towit, 

| That the occasion on which this affiant purchased said book 
was the occasion of his first visit to the Headquarters of the Oriental 
Esoteric Center; that upon arriving there he inquired of the attendants 
in charge af that were the Oriental Esoteric Center, to which they re- 


plied that it was; whereupon affiant further inquired if the Center had 


| 

| 

| 

| 

^ 

| esoteric books for sale, and VM Ri J * * aforesaid to which 

| said attendants, or one of iss, replied in the affirmative; and there- 
| upon this affiant purchased said book from the "Center" as aforesaid, 

: That this affiant from that time on became and was a frequent 
attendant at the lectures of the Center given at 1443 Q Street, and a 


borrower and purchaser of its books, and that books purchased by him at 


; seid Library from time to time since saic initial purchase nive like- 
| 


Wise contained, sometimes the label or sticker as aforesaid stating 


that the book was “Sold by the Oriental Esoteric Center" and sometimes 
a label or sticker stating that the book was sold by the "Oriental 
Esoteric Library." 
This affient further states that as recently as September 27, 
1912, after the said Dr. H. M. Stokes had taken away the said Library 
which has always been regarded as the Librery of the Oriental Esoteric 
Center and removed the same to 1207 Q Street, N. W., books have been 
issued from said Library bearing said label "Sold by the Oriental Esoteric 
Center,” for on that date, towit, September 27, 1912, this effient, 
through his messenger and agent, borrowed from said Library at said 1207 


Street, U. V., the book entitled "The Crucifixion by an Eye-Witness" 


teined, and does now contain, pasted on its inside front cover the label | 


Or sticker ns follows: 


"Sold by Oriental Esoteric Center 
443 Q Street M. V. 
Washington, D. C, " 


published by Indo-American Book Co., Chicago, which said book then con- 
| together with snother label giving terms of rent or sale and the red ink 
| stamp reading "NEW ADDRESS 1207 „Q Street, NW} whereupon this affiant 
j 

| purchased and paid for said book, brug his messenger and agent es 

| aforesaid, pursuant to the terms of the offer of sale accompanying the 


same and pursuant to said H. N, Stokes' statement made a few days pre- 

viously to this affiant that he (said Stokes) would sell to him (affiant) z 
| "or anybody else," l 
| This affiant further diaten tnat on June 8, 1909, he became an 
| 


Active Member of the Oriental Esoteric Center and that he has ever since be n 


active in its affairs, first as such Active Member and later also in . | 
* ] 
7 
verious official capacities, towit as member of the Council and Acting | 


General Secretary of the unincorporated Center in 1910, and afterward as 


a member, director and Vice-President of the incopporated Center; that 


E 


E -3- 


- about the time affiant became a member of the Center and between the 
dates of June 1, 1909, and July 16, 1909, the said Dr. H. N. Stokes, 
as the Center's Librarian, took this affiant through the library quarters 
at 1443 Q Street, N. W., Washington, D. C., and pointed out and discussed 
its various features, referring to the library as the property and work 
and activity of the Center, in such a way as to lead this affiant to be- 


lieve that the work of the Center and that of the Library were one, as 


| 

indeed this affiant subsequently learned they in truth were and are; that 
in his conversation on this occasion the said H. N. Stokes frequently 

| used the expression, "we" have this or that, or "we" do this or that, 

| or "we" have this or that method, referring to the Center as regarded 

l the Library branch of its work, as,for example, in calling attention 

| of this affiant to the fact that the Center then loaned books without 


| requiring any security, reference or deposit, and that in doing so its 
| small 


| losses of books were only a/fraction of one per cent, including losses 

in the mails in transit. 

| . Affiant further states that at the time of said conversation 
jm said H. M. Stokes, at the time of affiant's first visit to the 
Headquarters of the Center en April 5, 1909, and thenceforvard and 

T this affiant understood and pacts that said Library then was 

| and is now the Center's Library and an integral part of the Center's 
[etis and work; and this affiant from his knowledge of and association 
id the affairs of said Center states that such was likewise so generally 


"advertised and was so understood by the public. | 


V 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 16th day of November, 1912, 


— . 


Notary Public, District of  . 
| Columbia, 
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DIRECTING 


Mr James W. Maguire 


GENERAL DELEGATE - Mrs G. A. Lyon 


LFLEGATE . Ur h Harrison Maok 


CHNERAG SECRETARY —— -uum Miss Fannie C. Willis 
SECRETARY --------------------- Miss Edith C. Gray 


TFEUDY AND LIEEAEIAN ---------- Tr. J& N. Stokes 
TREASURER --------------------- MTS May E. Brown 
1817 COUNCILLOR ---------------- Mrs S. F. Fitzgerald 


ZNE COUNCILLOR —--------------- Mrs E. F. Powers 


Miss A. E. Marsland $ £p 
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AED THE ROOMS FOR TRAVELLING BROTHEAS. 


Art. 70. Zach Center is obliged to have a room purely esoteric 
into mich no profane persone person can enter. and which shall be 
rigorously closed by the General Delegate after every Session. He 


must Keep the keys himself, only giving them to such brothers as he shall m 


tuink worthy of entering for a few moments meditation. 


Art. 71. Besides this room which serves as a Temple there must 
be a room for a Library and reading room; another for the President 
and General Delegates; an office for the Secretary General; an ex- 
oteric room into which the outer world can enter; a study for medi tber 
tion; and at least three rcoms for travelling brothers. 


Art. 72. AlI the members are obliged to donate books, works and 
reviews to be left in the Reading Room and Library in the care of =“ 
Brother Librarian who will be nominated to this office. 


Art. 73. The Brother Librarian is iois responsibià for the 
order of the Library; and he may not lend the books to the brothers 
unless they have signed the bulletin promising to return them in goo 
condition. 
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Art.12. che Foundation Hembers alone have the right of the 24- 
ministration of the Center; and must present themselves at such meet- 
ings as the Directing Council shall think necessary. 


Art.12. All the Foundation Members are required to make a vol- 
untary offering, according to the »ossibility of each one, to initiate 
the work of the Center; and to them elone belong, in case of the dis 
solution of the Society, the benefices arising from the sale of the 
property of the Center; which will be divided equitably by the Delegate 
ef the Center among all the Founders. 


itietion in virtue of the Powers eer mer upon Us, TUE baving care 


fully reflected end meditated, and received the necessary infornetio ’ 
in view of that which has happened in the Oriental 5 Centar? 
and of the disobelisnce to the orders of this Inepectigns NI SV T9 1912 


Whereas the principal officers of the se, 2 dr iren. 
Sr tion c^ cf ain ones, ] would not remain faithful to Xne Or 
vo the Eoly Cause by accepting the Decrees sent by this Ínspecfáo 
even censuring them, ~- g ini | 

uherezs they have constituted without informing Us an Oriental 
Zsoteric Society, which profanes the Order, end being Independant, has 
caused and is causing very grave prejudice, not only to the dignity df 
this Inspection, but also to the Holy Cause. 


LI 


* * * U 


"heroas there has been a mean, meterial interest, a phot t 
destroy our work, by a certain interested party, who, while declari 
himself protector of the Holy Cause has worked for his cwn ends; and 
whereas the so-called Oriental Zsoteric Society still continues to 
issue its Bulletin, under the nene Bulletin of the Oriental Esoteric 
Center, as seen in the last number, July 15th, paying no heed to our 
injunctions, == . 


W3 HAVE DECREZD: 


l. Every member of the so-called Oriental Esoteric Society, 
who has formerly been a member of our Center will be irmedistely el- 
iminated from the Center and the Order if he persists in renaining in 
the Independent Society, whose euthor and instisator we know to be 


1 
Brother Stokes. ! 
a * * * * 


We Inspector General, have eliminated end we eliminate from 
membership in the Center and in the Order, Mr. Stckes, and hold him 
responsible for haying usurped the Bulletin end the escutcheon for 
his ocn private ends and to further those of a so-called Oriental 
Society. 
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THE ORIENTAL ESOTERIC LIBRARY 
1207 Q St., N. V. 
Washington, D. C. 


Oct. 24, 1912. 


Miss Elise P. Smith ET 
| ^. New York Oity-N.Y. 
Dear Madem: - l 

Your attention is called to the four lectures by 
ur. L. w. Rogers, at the Theosophical Lodge Room, 2228 Broad. 
way, N.Y. as stated on the enclosed program, on Sunday even- 
ings at 8.15 o'olock, | | 


Admission free, 


Mr. Rogers is one of the most convincing and logical 
lecturers I have ever listened to, He does not indulge in 
sentiment, but appeals direotly to common sense. If you have 
read his little book, "Hints to Young Students of Occultism", 


you will know his style, 
If you can possibly spare the time I advise you to 


go, end teke your friends, You will find it a treat, even l 


if you do not wholly accept his views." 


Very truly yours, 


Librarian, O. E. L. 


ENS /MHC. 
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THE AMERICAN SECTION OF c M. ui 
THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY [ 


OFFICE OF THE GEN eA &. KROTONA. HOLLYWOOD, - | e Ms 
-ERAL SECRETARY 6 LOS ANGFLES.CALUSA. ^ E 1 


August 27, 1912. 


e e e S E ue Lu IT 


54 Sanford Avenue, iar e 


Irvington, N. J. ö i E 


The Oriental Esoteric Library collaborates with the 


American Section of the Theosophical Society, but as yet no w j 


mutual priveledges have been arranged.” But if you will write 


to the Librargan, Mr. H. C. Stokes, 1443 "Q" Street, Washington, / 
D. C., he will be glad to define the position of the Library. 1 


Faithfully yours, " 


i 
i 
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EQUITY NO. 31, 217. 


"uS ORIENTAL ESOTERIC CENTER OF Tix 


2. J TL. STATES OF AMERICA, 
A Corporation, et al, 
Flaintif!s, 
, -vs- 
He k. OTOES, 
Defendant. 


Cross-plalnti T, 


"HL ORIELTAL 280 ENIC CENTER OF 
UKICED STATES OF ARICA, 
4 Corporation, et al, 

Cross-Defendants. 


CROSS ARSWEh of the 
Corporate cross-defendants, 
and Exhibits. 


Leonard J. Lather, 
Eugene C. Srokneyer, 


attorneys for cross-düefonisnts. 
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| ORIENTAL ESOTERIC CENTER of the 
| UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


A Corporation, et al 
“Prafntiffs, 
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| HENRY N. STOKES, S dos 
! Def endant. - 
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i EQUITY NO. 31, 317. 
| HENRY N. STOKES, 


Crose~Plaintiff, 


vs. 


ORIENTAL ESOTERIC CENTER of the 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


A Corporation, et al., 
Cross-Defendants, 


, ~: 
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ANSWER 


The joint and several answers of the Cross-defendants, the 


Oriental Esoteric Center of the United States of America, a corporation, 


the Oriental Esoteric Society of the United States of Americe, a corpora- 


' tion, the Oriental Esoteric Library of the United States of America, a 


corporation, and the Oriental Esoteric Library, a corporation, by and | 
through their lawfully authorized officer and President, end saving and 
. reserving to themselves and each of them all rights by way of demurrer or 

! otherwise soever resulting to them and each of them by reason of the in- 

proper joinder of parties and the many other imperfections, uncertainties 

| and defects in said cross-bill exhibited against them, for answer thereto, 

or to so much thereof as said corporate cross-deféndanis are advised it is 

: material and necessary for them to answer, say: 

1. Answering paragraph 1, these cross-defendants deny that the 
sale cross-plaintiff began a circulating library at 1443 Q Street, North- 
i 


re et, about the month of Hay, 1905, or at any other time, save as he vas 


21 


| 
| 


| T 


put in charge of the Center's Library as its Librarian when the Center's 

i and afterwarle lontinved 28 Sve E : 
Library was started in the Fall of 1905, and furthermore aver the true nus 
fact to be that in May of 1905, the cross-plaintiff vas rooming and 


boarding et the house of the cross-defendant, Agnes E. Marsland, at 1443 
Q Street, Northwest, which house was then under lease by the said Agnes 
E. Mersland, and that although the said cross-pleintiff had a fine li- 
brary of books on chemistry and of scientific and classical books, these 
were all kept on the top floor of said 1443 Q Street, and separate and 


distinct from the Center's Library, which was started in the Fall of 1905 


— ———— — : 


in Miss Marsland's parlor on the ground floor of sai 1443 Q Street, and 
that said cross-plaintiff himself brought into said parlor about fifty books, 
more or less, on esoteric subjects in the Fall of 1905, which he openly | 
deposited in said parlor as his contribution towards the establishment of 

said Center's Library, along vitn about forty books, more or less, belongi 
to the said cross-defendant Agnes E. HMarsland, deposited by her at the 


| sene time and for the same purpose in said parlor as her contribution to 


| the establishment of said Center's Library. That it was not until the 
| Fall of 1905 after the Center's Library was started and after Library 
| Rules had been written and adopted, and after the €ross-plaintiff had 
| been placed in cher ge of the said Library as its Librarian, that any at- 


| tempt to circulate said Library was made. 


| Further answering Paragraph 1, these cross-defendants say that | 
ee said cross-plaintiff continued to conduct the said Library from the 

verlier of said 1443 Q Street up until the latter part of September, 1912, 
| not as his Library, but as the Library of the Center at first, and af ter- 


wards as the Library of the Center affiliated with the Society, as con- 


— 
2 — — — 


r clusively appears from the Exhibits to the Original Bill in this cause 


| anton are made a part of this Answer as though at large appearing herein, 
l 


| 
| 


which said Exhibits were fashioned by the said cross-plaintiff before he 
nad made up his mind to claim this Library and its name as his own, 


| "eo 


: ; 
| 


2. Answering Paragraph 2 of said Cross-Bill these cross-de- 
fendants admit that at the time said Library was begun Miss Marsland was 
the representative in the United States of the unincorporated Oriental 


Esoteric Center, which was of the Order of the Initiates of Thibet, and 


further, that she was instructing students at the ek which said E 
cross-plaintiff was one--in the tenets and belief of her religious faith, 

Answering Paragraph 3 of said Cross-Bill, these cross-defendants | 
say they know nothing about said cross-plaintiff's desires, save as he | 


expressed them, and that as he expressed them, he engendered a belief in 


| the minds of all as to their truth; that it is true that said cross- 

| plaintiff openly professed zeal and enthusiasm in the work, and freely 
gave then as afterwards to the work and the carrying of it on and further- 
! 

| more gave his initial contribution of esoteric books, as aforesaid, to 

| the Library of the Oriental Esoteric Center Without reservation, and so 

| published it to the world up until the latter part of September of 1912, 

| as is better shown by the Exhibits in this cause which are made a part of 
| this inaner as though at large set óut herein. f 

i Cross-defendants deny that the Oriental Esoterie Center was not 
| in operation or active A this tine and aver the truth to the 

. contrary of that statement, though whether ihe said Center was in active à 
| operation or not could make no difference to said cross-plaintiff, for 

| he alloved ihe ownership of ihe Library then, as afterwards, to go out to 

| the world at large as an Létegral part of the Oriental Esoteric Center | 
| and a necessary adjunct to the carrying forward of its faith and teach- | 
| ings. N | 


Further answering Paragraph 3, these cross-defendants say that 


" d | in the Fall of 1907 said Cross-plaintiff as Librarian of the Oriental 


| Esoteric Center, after consultation with Miss Marsland and after obtaining 
her permission as titular head of the unincorporated Center, cormenced to 
i circulate books by mail and advertise the Library in question to the gener- 
al public and the world at large, as the Library of the Oriental Esoteric 
! Center, as is better shown by Exhibits L. 29. H. „. C. (. M. 9. C. $ J. C. ), m 


Ly 
| : 
! -.237 acd j! | 


» to the Original bill in this dense which were all made by the cross- 

| plaintiff himself in conjunction with his official superior, Miss Mar s- 
| land, and which are prayed to be considered as a part of this answer as 
| though at large appearing herein. That instead of establishing and re- 
| opening the Center in 1908 as in said Paragraph 3 is alleged, the truth 
| is said Center had been open all the time, although it was in fact re- 


| 
| organized in 1908. 


! 
| Further, in answer to said Paragraph 3, cross-defendants deny | 


| that the cross-plsintiff in 1908 or st any other time affiliated his 

| Library with the Center ind aver the truth to be that the Center never 
had enything to 40 8 5 the cross-plaintiff's own private library or the 
slightest connection therewith, but the same was alweys held separate and 
| distinct from the Library of the Oriental Esoteric Center, which, kept in 
a different part of 1443 Q Street, was always spoken of, referred to and 

| understood to be the Library of the Center and the cross-plaintiff himself 
. so advertised the fact to those interested in the work, es more fully ap- 
pt from the Exhibits to the Original Bill in this cause, which are 
| made a part hereof as though set out at large herein; but these crosgs- 


i 


‘defendants aver that the cross-pleintiff has from time to time, since 1910 


mie — SPE 
— ee 
— — 


especially, added to and commingled with the Center's Library certain books 


' of a secular and business character which it does not claim,as is more 


particulerly set forth in the Original Bill herein. 


i 
| 
Said cross-defendants admit that after the Society vas eee 


In the Spring of 1910, the Library of the Oriental Esoteric Center vas af - 


‘filiated with the incorporated Society for greater convenience and better 


‘to enable the carrying forward of the business or exoteric work connected 


— — — ci 


with the Center, as more particularly appears from the Original Bill and | 


Exhibits in this cause, which are made a part of this Answer as though at 
| l 
large set out herein. 


4. Answering the 4th Paragraph of said Cross-Bill, these cross- 


def endants deny absolutely and unequivécally thet from t he beginning of the 
| 
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" | Library in 1905, and from thence on, the said cross-plaintiff provided 
their quarters or the quarters of any one or more of them, paid all 
expenses of every kind in connection therewith, end received no contribu- 

, tions of any kind whatever, either from said Center, or from said Society 
toward the support, maintenance or cirnulation of said Library; and like- 

| wise they deny that he held control and used the seme as his sole and 

| exclusive property; but on the contrary said cross-defendants assert, 

| end for proof in support of their said assertion, show by the words of 

the cross-plaintiff himself as published openly in Bulletins, advertise- 
ments and other articles prepared by him at a time before he reversed him- 

| self and at a time when he represented himself to the public and the world 

jot large as Librarian of the Center (see Exhibits J. A. SK . M. 


e Y h 44 to Original Bill hereby prayed | 


j 
to be considered as a part of this Cross-Answer) that the cross-plaintiff 
| 


! solicited and obtained from members and the public generally large con- 
i 
i tributions, dues end moneys for the loan and sale of books from this 
| 

Library, upon the strength of his said representation that he ves Librarian 
.h 


tor the Center, as in fact end truth he vas. These cross-defendants further 


aver that on the strength of such representation as aforesaid and under 


cover of the great semi-religious work which the said cross-defendants were 
r 

‘carrying on, end in the name, strength and prestige following upon the 
j . 


broad philanthropic purpose of the work, said cross-plaintiff received 


i 
karge sums of money which were advanced and contributed by people all over 
l 


the world, which all went into increasing the cross-defendants' Library and 


in its upbuilding to its present proportions. 


| It is true that the cross-plaintiff provided the quarters for 
ine Library, but only since the latter part of 1908, and by offering to the 
i 


Genter, freely and voluntarily and without reservation, the use of the 


premises at 1443 Q Street, Northwest, which he leased from October lst, 1908, 


and not from 1905 as in the said Cross-Bill alleged, retaining only one 


room for his own use as a bed-room, just as he had originally given his | 


| 
E 
| 
i 


aa 
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quantum of books, or later had given his time, labor, energy and ability 


| 


the official minutes of the Center of its meeting held October 8, 1908, 


in professed nid of the cause. Said offer as eforesaid is recorded in 


pade at the time, in the following language: "One of the Brothers [the 


poageplaintart’) has offered to the Center the headquarters 1443 Q Street, 
I. We, 
" 


ö is bed-room," and his said offer of the headquarters was accepted as 


with weekly allowsnce to run the house, reserving only one room for 


ade, and these cross-defendants aver that the said Library work of the 


enter thereupon continued to be carried on at said address pursuant to 


| 


D offer, as had been done prior to the time the cross-plaintiff leased 


"TIENE Doa og ech Seg S m de si^ DES 


beid premises, and they aver that the said work was not conducted in the 
f 


crose-plaintif{'s bed-room, 


i 5. In answering Paragraph 5, said cross-defendants say that all 
| 


the references and all the advertisements, save perhaps one or two, show 
| that the Library was indeed the Library of the Oriental Esoteric Center, 
xd that the one or two references to the Library as one of occultism were 
! descriptive merely, for the purpose of catching the attention of readers B 


and designed by the cross-plaintiff to startle into inquiry those who 


: En E 
: might see the same, 
D 


Said cross-defendants, furiher ansvering said Paragraph 5, say 


4 
* 


! 
| 
that the.official name of the Library was never changed from that of the 
i 


unincorporated body and later of the incorporated body, towity,the 


j Center, to which it belonged and of which it was an integral part, but on | 


i 
L 
; 


| the contrary aver that the various naméé, Oriental Esoteric Library, 


| Library of the Oriental Esoteric Center, Library of the 0. E. C., 
| 
| 


^" Y a 


O. E. C. Library, Oriental Esoteric Center Library, etc., etc., were con- 


“non designations of the same body of books, towit, the Library belonging 
to said Center, Furthermore, these cross-defendants aver that the names 
Oriental Esoteric Center, Oriental Esoteric Society and the various names 
of the Library as aforesaid have been and are now commonly used and applied 


to designate the one work, in its various branches, which has been for 


years, towit, from 1902 to 1912, carried on by the cross-defendants and 


ate 


| 
| 


their predecessors in Washington, and since 1905 at 1443 Q Street, N.W. 


It is quite true that after the incorporation of the Society 
the Library was affiliated with the Society not as belonging to it, but 
as used in connection with it for the more effectual carrying on of 
the work, As for the claim of said cross-plaintiff bhat the Bulletin 
was published and circulated at his personal expense, said cross-de- 
fendants, not admitting the materiality of said allegation, say that 
the cross-plaintiff not only received five dollars & Week from the 
funds of the Center and the Society toward this purpose from about 
October, 1908, up to the Spring of 1912, when for the first time said 
cross~plaintiff commenced to show an intention of keeping said cross- 
defendants' Library and its name, but also that he has in addition per- 
sonally received all the subscriptions of the Bulletins from the beginnin 
of paid subscriptions about 1908 up until the surmer of 1911. Before 
Hey of 1908 Kiss Narsland paid one-half the total expense of issuing 
said Pulletin, the cross-plaintiff peying the other half, and before 
said cross-pleintiff was connected with the vork Miss Mar sl and paid 

the total cost of then production, As to what the cross-plaintiff 
contributed, however, towards the issuante öf the Bulletin, these 
answering defendants say that he gave the same freely end voluntarily, 
just as he gave freely and voluntarily towards. the. Library and other 


branches of the work when they needed help, and when said cross-plaintiff 


appeared to be such a zealous wokker on behalf of the cause; as, for 


instence, when he gave the use of his house--ihen 1443 Q Street, North- 
west, to the work, reserving only for himself one bed-room, If he had 


thought at the time thet the Library ves his own property end private 


business and not the Library of the Center, he would necessarily have 


reserved io himself and for his ovn use so much of the house as was 


needed for the work of the Library, and not one bed-rocn only, 


As for the Library being always advertised es being affiliated 


with ihe Oriental Esoteric Society, these crostr-deferdants say the 
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Society came into being long after the formation and establishment of 


| 
the Center's Library. The Library was sterted as a part of the Center's 
work in the Fall of 1905, while the So&iety was not incorporated until 
1910, As for the Library's name, it was never changed, elthough 
shortened somewhat in general usage. True it is, however, that the 


Center's Library was separate end distinct from the Society--save as 


the Center and Society, though of separate corporate entity, are but 


| 
| 
| 
: one in nim and purpose--and the Library, starting as en adjunct of 
the Center, has always remained en integral part of the Center and its 
work, though affiliated with the Society for the better conduct of 

its business. 

| 6. These cross-defendants, answering Paragraph 6 of seid 

| Cross-Bill, say that it is naTYvely put to sey that ihe cross-pleintiff 
d "through seid Library contributed largely to the increase and growth of 
said Center from 1908 to 1910, to the formation of the Original Center, 
and also to the increase end growth of the membership and income of 
seid Society from 1910 up until the Summer of 1912," It is true that 
the Library was a valuable instrument for increasing the membership of 

i the Center and Society; this was one of said Library's most important 

j purposes and functions; but these cross-defendants aver that the cross- 
j Plaintiff cid not contribute "to the formation of the original 

Center," which was in 1902 and before he became Sens with the work, 
| and they further aver that Whatever he did in aid of the Center and 

' Society and their work and membership through said Library was done 

i officially by him as Librarian of the Center's Library, and in so doing 
he vas but performing his duty as such. If it be true,as averred, that 
|! the efforts of the cross-plaintiff aided in the increase and growth of 


* the membership of the Center and Society, it is slso unquestionably true 


that the prestige of the Center and Society and their name and great 


: semi-religious and philanthropic purpose end vork and the efforts of 


the other active officers end members interested in carrying forward the 


work, vere instrumental in largely incrensing the growth and activity 


of the Library, 
-6- 
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Said cross-cefendents further answering Paragraph 6, say thet 
the said cross-plaintiff did not bear the entire expense of publishing 
the Bulletin, as the Center and Society both contributed thereto, but 
even if he had, what was done he gave in this connection to the work, 
just as he gave freely and voluntarily and professedly for the Center 
in connection with the advancement of its said Library vork, The seme 
is likewise true as to the use of his house, He gave it all, save 
his bed-room that he reserved, gave it openly and officially, as ap- 
pears by the Exhibit to this point in the Original Bill, which is 
prayed to be considered as & part of this answer, vhich he hardly would 
have done if at that time said cross-plaintiff really believed that 
the Library in question was his individually and not merely under his 
care, control end keep as Librarian for the Center, as it was the 
Library and its work that really took up most of the space in the seid 
house, 1443 Q Street. Furthermore, it has never been denied that the 
cross-plaintiff gave freely and liberally to the advancement of the work, 
and his efforts and liberality were duly appreciated up to the time he 
sought to use the same as a cover for claiming as his own whet he had 
theretofore gathered up in the name of the Center, nüd apparently for 
the use of the Center, with money end time freely and openly given to 
aid in the advancement of the work, 

7. Answering Paragraph 7 these cross-defendants say that 
the cross-plaintiff, in 1909, resigned from his position under the 
Government of the United States, but they are advised and believe and 
therefore state the fact to be that he did 86, ds he himself then seid, 
because of inharmony between himself and his official ag go tet, and 
because, as he himself then said, "an outsider vasput over him." If 
his resl purpose vag, as is now indicated by him in his cross-bill, to 
build up his Library, it was a purpose known to himself alone and un- 


expressed by any act cr word to his fellow-vorkers in the Center, as 


these cross-defendants believe and aver. If such was in fact his pur- 


pose, it was not fair or just to said fellov-vcrkers who trusted hin 


an XY j -1 2 s 2 . 
€ whom he thus deceived into the belief that his time and money was 
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all going into “their work." Nor was it just and fair to the public 
generally, who were likewise thus deceived, for him to use and trade, 
for his own ulterior benefit, under the name and guise of furthering 
the work of this semi-religious organization, of which he was not only 
a member but an officer and director really in charge and control of 
this Library branch of the Center's work. Furthermore, although said 
cross-plaintiff has expended thousands of dollars in the purchase of 
books, and although he maintains a large number of clerks to carry on 
the present work of this Library, it is the same Library that has grown 
up under the fostering influence of cross-defendants' philanthropic work 
and towards the maintenance and up-keep of which thousands of dollars 
heve come into the hands of the said cross-plaintiff as Librarian of the 

8, Answering Paragraph 8 these cross-defendants admit that 
becnuse of attacks upon their faith by said cross-plaintiff, beginning 
in the summer of 191d and continuing, he was, refused permission to write 
his articles in the Bulletin, and thereupon he sterted the Critic, which 
Was an exact imitation of the Bulletin in size, type, color of ink used 
and in general appearance, (as better appears from the Exhibits to the 
Original Bill, which are prayed to be considered as a part of this 
Answer), and used for the very purpose of ‘carrying on his deception wl 
both said cross-defendants and the public; buf, rather than precipitate 
an open rupture at that time, and hoping and trusting that the said 
cross-plaintiff might in the future, as he had in the past, work hand 
in hand for the cause, they, said Seeder danke, forbore further 
active interference with said cross-plaintiff or in his conduct and 
menagement of the Library branch of their work, 

9. Answering Paragraph 9, these cross-defendants say that 
Miss Marsland, as their president and titular head advised ihe cross- 
plaintiff that he would not be allowed to continue his attacks upon the 


work and as he feiled to heed the Warnings, said cross-defendants, or 


the Center and the Society, had saic cross-plaintiff subsequently deposed 
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| from his office and membership in both the Society and the Center. The 
looseness of expression in her letter of May 13, 1912, has before been 

| sufficiently explained in cross-defendants' Original Bill, for at the 

| time she had but one idea in mind of dissevering all association with 

| the said cross-plaintiff, as he had proven himself false and untrue to 
his vows, apparently for his own pecuniary gain. 

Further answering said Paragraph 9, these cross-defendants say 
| that the said — € 1: was legally and properly removed from the 
Center, as is more at large shown by the Minutes of the said Center, at- 
| tached hereto and made a part of this cross-answer, as though at large 
| set out herein, Said Cross-defendants admit funds were solicited--not 
| for the purpose of taking away cross-plaintiff's Library, however, but 
| for the purpose of getting back their own Library, its name and the good- 
| will that thereto attached, all of which had been taken forcibly from 
| ihem--as said cross-plaintiff always has had control over and possession 
| of said Library by virtue of his trust position as Librarian of said 
| Center, and on account of his zeal and endeavor and the money which he 
| seemingly was putting into the Center's work, That so far as said | 


A Sa il 
| Premises 1443 Q Street, N. W., are concerned, it is abus OE ee 
P 


i fendants were desirous of getting back into the house, which has so 
and 

i long been their home, center and headquarters? EC became desirable to 

| have the removal of the cross-plaintiff therefrom after it was Tui he 

{ 


p no longer work in harmony with the cause, This was particularly 
55 for the protection of the work inasmuch as the cross-plaintiff 
ned contrived by subtle means to have the mail of the Center, Society, 
nee and all branches of the vokk directed to the one address of 1443 
0 Street, with the ulterior purpose, as these "— EE believe 

and aver, of having the same under his supervision and control, 
i Further answering said Paragraph 9 said cross-defendnts say 


that Miss Marsland did not cause "possession to said premises to be taken 


in the nene of the Library organizstions which she had organized" but did 


"n 


| 7 


as the representative officer of said cross-defendants, take possession 


i| 

| 

of said house in the name of all of seid cross-defendants, which in- 
cluded likewise thet part of this original name which the cross-pleintiff 

| is seeking to take away from them and use as his own. It is true that 

| the cross-plaintiff had been receiving the mail concerning particularly 

| the Library branch of the Center's work, ever since i6 ss started in 

| the Fall of 1905, and after its affiliation with the Society in 1910, 
although too, he received other mail belonging to said Center and Society 
because of his official position as Librarian of the Oriental Esoteric 
Library or the Library of the Oriental Esoteric Center, and it was be- 

| cause of the fact that the said cross-pleintiff had been left in entire 

| charge of said Center's Library and in control of it, and further be- 

| s he was for the time the occupant of the premises where the mail 

| was addressed and represented himself to the post office authorities as 

such and that said Library wes his private enterprise, thet the post- 

| office authorities declined to change the former direction of delivery 

jot said mail until the question of superior right thereto had been 

; decided m ihe Court. It was for this reason--to regain that which | 


vas theirs, both name, Library and R these cross-defendants 


— 


“were forced into asserting their prior dd — M right thereto, 


i 10. Answering the 10th Paragraph of said Cross-Bill, these 


j cross-Cefendants deny the conclusion therein alleged; and assert on the 
Ven that the record in this case, made up of all the pleadings and 
jte herein} which are prayed to be considered as a part of this 

j Cross-ensver, show that the Librery in question was founded by the un- 

| incorporates Center, transferred by the foundation members thereof, (of 

| whieh seid cross-plaintiff was one) to the later incorporated Center, and 
m ty ít ever since ns an integral part of ite RET work until 
ET cross-plaintiff wrongfully attempted to crest the entire Library, 
‘ite name end good-will away from seid Center, to which it properly and 
‘lawfully belonged. 


„ ——. —Te— = 
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ll. Answering the llth paragraph of srid Cross-Pill, these 
cross-defendants say that while it is true that the name Oriental Esoteric 
Library “had been in use by him (said cross-plaintiff) long before the 
seid corporations, Oriental Esoteric Librery of the United States of 


America or Oriental Esoteric Library, hed been incorporated," such use 


| Was by said cross-plaintiff not in his individual right or capacity, but 


as the Librarian and representative cf the Center and Society, and that 


in such officinl end representative capacity only, and under the auspices 


of the name and prestige of said cross-defendants' broad philanthropic 
work, hed the fact gone out to the world at large, from whence have arisen 
the present growth and prosperity of said Library; that furthermore, the 
neme Oriental Esoteric Library is but an abbreviation for general or 


workable use of the name Oriental Esoteric Center's Library, or the 


first established by the Center in the Fall of 1905, was the name of 
said Library advertised to the world by said Cross-Plaintiff himself 
as belonging to the Center and afterwards affiliated with the Society, 


| 
Library of the O. E. C., which was the designation of said Library when | 
wae the name referred to by said cross-plaintiff when writing to Dr. 


de Sarak in May of 1910, wherein was said specifically that the Library 


: in question was the Library of the Center, and that it belonged to the 


| to the incorporated Center on August 30th, 1910, all the property then 


Center, and that said cross-plaintiff was only the Librarian in charge 
thereof, end was the name under which the foundation members of the un- 


incorporated Center (of which said cross-plaintiff was one) transferred pus 


' belonging to the said unincorporated Center, which Was done at the time 


under the professional advice of cross-plaintiff's own counsel, then as 


now. 


Answering further Paragraph 11 these cross-defendants say 


that the said cross-plaintiff has never used exclusively or individually, 


seid name of Oriental Esoteric Library, as his use of said name was 


allowed by said cross-defendants only because it was understood, and 


| 


understood from his ovn professions and attitude, from what he said and 


did and not from what he might have secretly had in mind, that he was 


mii as Librarian of the Center and for the Center and its work, as, 
fred the contrary for a moment appeared, said cross-defendants would not 
thave tclerated or ellowed any claim in opposition of their own to be set 


p edversely to their rights of ownership in and to the Library, its 


! 

| 

keno, end good-will. Furthermore, the said cross-pleintiff knows 
pn well that the unincorporated Center, under the name of the Oriental 
Esoteric Center or the Oriental Esoteric Head Center, wes orgenized long 
pefore seid cross-pleintiff had anything to do with the work, and if, 


be said cross-plaintiff now asserts, said Library and name was his from 


155 stert and foundation An 1905, then he was basel 
aswell as the bi 


i efenċants, py openly maser cing one thing and secretly believing another, i 
Until, with 
i 


y deceiving said cross- í 


such a fraduflent purpose in view, he could so fashion matters 


bs that later he could both assert end think one way, 


12, Answering the 12th Peragraph of said Cross-Bill, these 
| cross-defendnts say that the name in. question was theirs or belonged 


| to their predecessor or predecessors, the unincorporated Center, long 


| before said cross-plaintiff had any conneetitn with their esoteric 


Work, anc instead of cross~defendants or Miss 
| 


| identical to that of the cross-plaintiff, ‘they assert that under cover ? 


| 


|" his office of Librarian in both Center and e said *rawscpteintit f 


Morsland adopting a name 


j has attempted to take away from them that name which vast heirs by right l 


lo years of prior usage, and instead of said .cross 
| 
i 


leross 


-defendants attempting 


‘unfair competition and unjust and inequitable efforts +o deprive said 
~plaintiff. of his property and to interfere with his established 


une, they aver that this 48 the very thing said cross-plaintiff ig 


‘himself endeavoring to carry into effect and inflict upon these cross- 
de efendants, for although sadi Ccross-plaintiff in the past end up to com- 


e recent times, as the Librarian and trusted officer of said 
i : 
cross-defendants, their predecessor or predecessors, has built up this 


valuable adjunct to said cross-defendants! said work, under and with 
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| 
i | the aid of said cross-defendnts' name and prestige, and for them as 
| he represented to the world, he now seeks to turn around and claim 
| the same for his own, contrary to equity, good faith and moral or 
| legal right. | 
And now, having fully answered said Cross-Bill, these cross- 
defendants pray to be hence dismissed with their reasonable costs on x 
| this behalf sustained. 
l E ; 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, to wit: 


Agnes E. Marsland on oath deposes and says that she is the Presi- 
dent and representative officer of the corporations whose nameg have 
been subscribed to the foregoing Cross-Answer by them sine to the 
Cross-Bill heretofore exhibited against them by Dr. HM Stokes, and 
that as such President and representative officer she has been directly 
authorized and empowered on behalf of seid corporations, to sign their 
names to any pleadings growing out of their original suit against the 
said Dr. H. N. Stokes: that as such President and representative of- 
ficer she has read the foregoing Answer subscribed by the corporations 
aforesaid, and knows the contents thereof; that the matters and things 


therein stated as of knowledge sre true; that those set forth on in- 


formation and belief she believes to be true. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this / — day of 


November, 1912. TE 
SUN 
| | e x Jose 


MEL d 


IH THE SUPREME COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Orientsl Esoteric Center of the ) ANE pies 
United States of America, et al, Agee AN H 
Complainants; / 2» 
Ve No. 31,317 Equity. 
Henry N. Stokes, 
Defendant. 


The bill ir this case is filed by fcur corporations, 
incorporated under the ləws of this District; firet, the 
Oriental Esoteric Center of the United States of Americe, in- 
corporated August 22, 1910; second, the Oriental Esoteric 
Society of the United States of America, incorporated April 12, 
1910; third, the Oriental Esoteric Library of the United States 
of America, incorporated May 31, 1912; and, fourth, the Crientsl | 


Esoterie Lib 


S3 


ary, incorporated August 9, 1912. The seid cor- 
porstions were &ll forne under Section 599 of the Code, which 
the formation of corporstions "for benevolent, 
charitable, eñucational, literary, musicsl, scientific, religious, 
‘or missionary purposes, including societies formed for mutuel 
improvement, or for bhe promotion of the. erts". 

Tre particular business anc objects of the first named 
corporation, es Stated in the certificute, are "the mutual im- 
provement of its members, the study of the occult sciences, and 
the formation of branches throughout the world for the diffusion 


"n 


of tke Imovledge of such sciences". _ 


The second corporation némed was for subset -ntielly 
the same objects. 
The third corporetion nemed provided, that the particulsr 


business and objects of the corporetion shall be, "tke mutual 


improvenent of its members, by means of a reference, loan, end 


, 


322 
cale library of philosophic snd esoteric works, manuscripts, 


and Gocuments, end the diffusion and dissenination of esoteric 
knovlecge throughout the world, as embodied in the teachings 

and work of the Oriental Esoteric Society, and Oriental Esoteric 
Center of the United States of America". 

The fourth corporation named provided for the same 
business and objects as the third. 

The bill states in substence that the third and fourth 
cor^orations named, were organized for the better purpose of 
preserving to Dlaintiffs their ovn departmental library, which 
hed been placed with the defendant by them, or their predecessor, 
in trust, their predecessor being a voluntary association known 
as the Oriental Esoteric Center, unincorporsted, and which in- 
cluded a library that the defendant had control of for the said 
voluntary association, and which, with the other effects of ssid 
voluntery association, became the property of the ssid plaintiffs 
the Orientel Esoteric Center, and Oriental Esoteric Society. 

The ssid Oriental Esoteric Center, before its incor- 
porstion, to vit, in 1905, started a library at 1443 Q St., 
by tre fonation of books on esoteric subjects by a number of 
in*ividuals, and the same vas placed in tne hands of the de- 
fenüsnt ss librarian. This library wes esteblished as an 
adjunct to the work of the ssid Center. That there were dues 
to be pid for the loan of books, ané donations to be received, 
for the purchese of books, ane thst fere wake contributions in 
books and moneys, ll for the benefit of ssid Center, and all 
in the hands of the defendant, who is nov elsirinr the said 


library, and its benefits and prosperity, for his own personal 


That the seid library had a mail order section which 


enlerped ite business 


end materially increased the volume of 
the ssid Center's revenue. That the defendant now has the 


menuel possession of seid library, and adjuncts, snd claims the 


sane to be his ovn exclusive property, and refuses to turn the 


same over to the pleintiffs. 

The remaining portion of the bill, the whole econtnining 
fortr-tvro naregrephs, is nrinly devoted to the statement of 
certein actions on the part of the defendant, which the pleader 
cleime to be evidence of the plaintiffs' contention that the 
said library is the property of the plsintiffs, and is not the 
seperete property of the defendant. 

There i£ a large mass of printed matter filed with 
tke bill, and marked "plaintiffs' exhibits", end -lettered A to 
Z, and followed by still other exhibits lettered Al to Cl. 

The plaintiffs pray for process and answer, expressly 
waiving the oath thereto, and that the name of the Oriental i 
Esoteric Library be decreed to belong to them, the pleintiffs; | 


and thet the library itself, consisting of books, manuscripts, 


librery mailing list, vith its book borrowers list, its inquirers 
list, together vith its card list of ledger accounts, belong- | 
ing to said library, itt card list of borrowers from said | 
libr:ry, with the names of books borrowed, etc., and also the 
correr:onüence files relsting to the library business, and the 
publishers list, sll and every one of them pertaining to the 
library's business, be turned over to plaintiffs by decree of 
this court. 

That the defendant be restrained from the further 
use of the plaintiffs! neme, the Oriental Esoteric Library; 
thet ze be restrsined from transferring any of the library 
business of any sort soever, to his ovn personal filee, or Tor 
his ovn rersonal use, or of trensferring the same to any person 
or persons, corporation or corporstions, whatsoever. 

Thet he be restrained fron carrying on the aforesaid 
librsry business under the name of the Orientel Esoteric Librery, 
or an- other name or names. That he be restrained from the 
further use of the telephone listed in the name of the plaintiff, 
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the Oriental Esoteric Center, and belonging to said Center. 


"E ee 


eame over to the rleintiffs. 

The remsining portion of the bill, the whole contsining 
fortv-tvo paragraphs, is mncinly devoted to the statement of 
certéin actions on the part of the defendant, which the pleader 
cleins to be evidence of the plaintiffs' contention that the 
said library is the property of the pleintiffs, and is not the 
seperete property of the defendant. 

There is a lerge mass of printed metter filed with 
tbe bill, and marked "plaintiffs' exhibits", and.lettered A to 
Z, and followed by still other exhibits lettered Al to Ci. 

The plaintiffs pray for process and answer, expressly 
waiving the oath thereto, end that the name of the Oriental 
Esoteric Library be decreed to belong to them, the plaintiffs; 
and that the library itself, consisting of books, d f 4p 
librery mailing list, vith its book borrowers list, its inquirers 
list, together vith its card list of ledger accounts, belong- 
ing to said library, itt  .osrü ^ list of borrowers from said 
libr: ry, with the names of books borrowed, etec., and also the 
corresvondence files releting to the library business, and the 
publishers list, all end every one of them pertaining to the 
library's business, be turned over to plaintiffs by decree of 
this court. | 

Thet the defendant be restrained fron the further 
use of the vlaintiffs' neme, the Oriental Esoteric Library; 
thet re be restrsined from trensferring any of the library 
business of any sort soever, to his own personal files, or Tor 
his ovn personal use, or of transferring the same to any person 
or persons, corporation or corporetions, whatsoever. 

Thet he be restrained en oe the aforesaid 
library business under the nume of the Orients1 Esoteric Library, 
or anv other name or names. That ho be restrained from the 
further use of the telephone listed in the name of the plaintiff, 


the Oriental Esoteric Center, and belonging to seid Center. 


aie 


Thet he be decreed to sccount for the trust funds made 
up from the loan and sale of books, menusecripts, ete., belonging 
to the librery, since its formation in the fall of 1905, and 
of which he has since hed charge, and over which he has exercised | 
full end entire control, as librsrian for the Center, throughout 

- the time he has occupied said position; end that he be decreed 
to secount for any otrer money thet mey have come into his | 
poseession in trust for the plaintiffs during his incumhency 
of office, a£ librarian for the plaintiffs. 

Thet all proper and necessary references ney be taken 
to the Auditor; that receivers be appointed, to take charge 
of the entire s e 8 of the library, und continue its business 
end nznagenent rendente lite. That proper books of account 
be kept, showing the daily receipts from said library business, 
end d&ily disbursements; and for general relief. 

The bill is verified by the affidavit of Agnes E. 
Marslend, who seys that she is tbe president of the four core 
‘porations named as plaintiffs. 

A rule was issued, requiring the cefendant to show 
cause why he should not be restrained, as preyed, and why 
receivers should not he appointed to take charge of the business 
of the séid Orientel Esoteric Library, end why he should not 
turn over to the plaintiffs their library business, and why he 
should not secount to said plaintiffs for the moneys received 
b; him, as their librarian, since the fall of 1905. 

| In response to that rule, the defendent filed an 
answer, maxing the same slso an answer to £o much of the bill 
of complaint as he was advised it-was necessary for hin to 
anewer; end he also filed & seperate answer to the bill of 
CoOmpleint. 

In these answers, the defendant avers that he is 
the ovner 0^ the librsrr described in the bill, and he denies 


thet the suid corroretions, the Oriental Esoteric Library of 


the United tte of America, and the Oriente Escteri 


were incorporzted for the purpose of preserving to the plaintiffs 
their ovn library, and its name and business; and he denies 

at eny library had ever been placed in his hands by any of 

the plaintiff corporations, or their predecessor; and he denies 
that he was ever appointed librarian by the said unincorporated 
Center, as &lleped in the bill; and he denies thet any trust 
fund was ever created, on behalf of any of said corporetions, or 
thet he eprropristed the plaintiffs’ name of Oriental Esoteric 
Library, or anything vhetever belonging to said plaintiffs. 

He denies that the said Orientzl Esoteric Center 
started any library in 1905; and he evers thet at that tine, 
in seid promises 1443 Q St., the rent for which was paid by him, 
he began a library. That a few persons gave or loaned books 
to him, not exceeding rerkeps one dozen in number; that they 
vere piven to Lim individually, for use in the library, by 
mesane of which he co-orereted with the said Agnes E. Mersland, 
‘who wes representing the Oriental Esoteric Center. 

That the Librury was called the library of the 
Oriental Esoteric Center, because he dic not wish to advertise 
it in his nane, and because it was believed, both by him end 
by seid Miss Marsland, that by identifying it with the Center, 
end using the Center's name, he could, without sny exnense to 
Mies Harslend, and without any increase of expense to himself, 
make fzemiliar to the public the name of the Center, which Miss 
Merslend vas then attempting to re-cstablish, end re-open. 

That ke aedvertisec the library as being affiliated 
with tre Orientsl Esoteric Society,and used the same to assist 
in every way he could the vork of the Orientel Esoteric Center, 
end the Oriental Esoteric Socicty, dove to 1912. He denies 
thet it vas eetseblisheé as en £üjunet of the said Center, or 
thes ke was appointed librerisn by the Center, or that he 
was 6t any time in the conduct of said library in eny vise 


subject to the control of the ssid Center. 
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Ee denies that the saié original Oriental Esoteric 
center, unincorporsted, has become merged in or trensferred to 
either of the corporations named as plaintiffs; end he denies 
thet seid original unincorporated Center had any interest in or 
control over said library, or thet sny attempt was međe to trens- 
fer the same to eny of said incorporeted companies. 

He claims that it was his sole end absolute property, 
anc refers to exhibits lettered B to I, in proof thereof. 

These exhibits sre affidavits of Edith C. Gray, Ernest He 
Brovn, E. C. Ewing, Florence Louisa Lyon, Mrs. Mary Elise 
Bingham, Sere F. Fitzgerald, and Fannie C. Willis, and a 

letter, signed by the defendant, and addressed "My Dear Sister", 
dated August 14, 1908, the contents of the said affidavits and 
letter tending to show that the said library was from the 
beginning the individual property of the defendant, end not 

the property of the said corporetions, or of the said unincor- 
ported Orientsl Esoteric Center. 

He avers further, thet he rented the premises 1443 
a St., snd £llowed it to be headquerters for the ssid Center, 


up to 1910, and for the said Society from 1910 to 1912, all 


Ee admits that he cguse the telephone to be installed 


in suid house, end the name of Mise Marsland, and the Center and 


Society to te listed thereunder. 


Trot in &11 these mstterc his acts were voluntary. 
chit the privileges grented could have been terminated by him 
it 182 mA» inn - tud - T 3 

Bi ung time; and that while the use of the telephone, house, 


in? T c Y a ^ ` s 
und 11brary, were of great benefit and &üvEnt&re to the said 
Genter und Society, he dia not surrender hir rights in or 
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uf referred to in the bill, and 


contention, that tre Library 


wes his, and not thet of the pleintiffs, or eny of them; and 

further averring that said Agnes E. Mersland had no authority 

given her by the sxic corporstion, the Orients Esoteric Center 

of the United Stetes of America, to institute this suit. 

In addition to the answer to the rule to show cause, 

= and the snsver to the bill, the seid defendent filed a cross- 
{ bill, making the four corporetions named, and Agnes E. Marsland, 
defendants. 

In this cross-bill, he recites the facts substantially 
as steted in his answer, and says that the seid Agnes E. Marsland, 
having teken personal offense et certain articles published in 
the Oriental 8e ber dee Librery Critic, about the months of April 
and Mey, 1912, attempted to cause the pleintiff to be retired 
from the Boar of Trustees of the ssid Society, and notified him 
about Hay 13, 1912, of the termination of tne affiliation between 
tre Society and the library, anc cirected him to remove from his 
publications and book list the words "affiliated with the 
Crientil Esoteric Society", «hich words had been published 
thereon since the incorporation of the Society in 1910. That 
he complied with her request, and sbout Mey 21, 1912, he was 
requested to cease using the Lords "Oriental" and "Esoteric", 


as pert of the name of the librery, or on its literature, 


a 


Tnet the seid Marsland attempted to get control of 
the meil coming to this defendent, by application to the post- 
maeter, end about June 12, 1912, she demended that he nö longer 
ane the name Oriental Esoteric Library", which the then claimed 
es “our library name"; and about June 26, 1912, without notice 
to bim, she uilertSok to remove him es a trustee of the corroretion 
known as the Oriental Esoteric Center of thc United States of 
America, snd made demand on him for an account of the financial 
te tus of the library in detail. She nrocured the purchase of 
ssid premises 1443 2 St., in which he had livea since 1905, snd 


in which he had allowed the Orientel Esoteric Center to maintain 
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its headquarters, from 1908 to 1910, and the Orients1 Esoteric 
Society, from 1910 to 1912, Tree of charge; end thet ihe 
purchaser refused to extend or renew the lease to him, which 
lease expired vi Sbekenber 30, 1912, thus compelling him to 
remove, end he did remove to 1207 Q St.; whereupon said Miss 
Marelend again made demand on the postmaster for the mail that 
had been directed to the library, at 1443 Q St. 

| He &vers thnt the acts of the defendsnt, Agnes E. 


Marsland, were unjust and inequitsble; and he preys that an 


injunction be issued against seid corporations, and saiü Marsland, 


restraining them fron. further asserting any claim or interest 
whetever in seid library; and that they be enjoined from using 
the nane "Orientel Esoteric Library", or "Oriental Esoteric 
Library of the United States of America", and from attempting, 
by the use of such nenes, or other similar nemes, to obtain 
possession of mail or other property belonging to him; and that 
they be enjoined from attempting, by the use of such nemes, to 
injure or disturb him in his business. 

Joint and seversl answers were filed to this cross- 
bill br tke corrorations named in the oririnsl bill, which were 
verified br en affidavit signed by Agnes E. liarrland, and in 
which she says that she is the president anf representative 
kee o^ all of seid corporations; and a separate answer to the 
cross-bill was filed by said Agnes E. Merslend, in which she 
still contends that the library in question was never the library 
of the ssid cross-complsinent, but wes the library of the said 
Oriental Esoteric Center, end of the said corporetions; and in 
proof of which she refers to a number of exkibits filed with 
her answer, end marked "oross-defendant's exhibits" 1 to 9, 
inolusive. These ere ex parte affidavits, copies of letters, 


and extracts from the minutes. 


n 


Tke case as thus made br the mass of pleadings, end the 
miscellaneous exhibits, has been presented to the court for its 


eonriderstion on the rule to chow cause, counsel ststing that 
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they hea endeavored to present in the exhibits all the essential 
fects necesssry to & decision upon the merits. 

On this hearing it is competent for the court to 
consider ex parte affitavits filed with the bill and with the 
answer, in order to escertein the probability of finel success 
or cefeast of either party. 

s It is not usual, however, for the court to enter upon 
the consideration of a case for the purpose of passing a final 
decree, where there is a conflict of testimony, in the absence 
of proof, and without the examination and cross-exemination of 
witnesses. The pleadings are entirely irregular in this case, 
because of the incorporetion therein of so meny irrelevant written 
anc printed documents, whose proper place in the care, if used 


at ell, would be in the testimony, or in connection vith the 


exsmination of witnesses. 
The relief sought by way of injunction, and receiver, 


cannot ordinarily be grsnted by a court of equity where there is 


a question as to the lesel right cf the party who asks for ree 
lief. The question in this case, is, who ir entitled to the 
librsrrz in qu-stion, end who ir entitled to ufe the name by 
which that librery 18 ‘mown? Both p rties ere cleimins the 
richt to t-is library end name, and both parties are supporting 


their contention by affidavits snc @ocuments, the construction 
v » . 


of which might tend to substentiate their claims, if properly 


before the court. 

But stending as they do, it is impossible for the 
court to determine which one is right. The court cannot fairly 
decide a question of fact of this kind on such & record, or on 


sny ex perte record, but must have the advantage of examination 


and cross-exsminstion of the witnesses 


The court of Appeuls of this District, in the care of 


7 


Oririnul Le Tosca Socisl Club v. La Tosca Social Club, 23 


[M 


Appeals D. C., 96, spesking by Chief Justice Alvey, said: 
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"The principle upon which the courts proceed in restrain- 
ing the simulation of trade or business names, where the name 
assumed is of u fanciful or arbitrary character, is not that 
there is rrorertz acquire in the word or neme employed, but it 
is to prevent fraud enc deception in the dealing with the 


party charged with tne simulation or infringement of the name 


used by enother in a sinilar business." 


And again, in seid case, the Chief Justice said: 

"It is only in plain cases of wrong and mischief that 
the court will be disposed to apply the strong remedy by in- 
junction to restrein the use of a nemme. The business operations 
of a perty or corporation, should not be restrained upon mere 
speculative or possible injury because of the use of a particular 
nane claimed by another. The injury must be shown to be real, 
and such as a court of equity, upon principles of justice, will 
interpose to prevent.“ 

Tne question as to the right to use a nene in a trade 
or business, usually arises in respect to some manufacturing 
or trading firm or association, and where the public is liable 
to become victimized or deceived by purchasing property supposed 
to be menufectured by one person, or prorerty supposed to he- 
long to one person, who has established a reputation that gives 
the public confidence in the genuineness of the article in 


cuestion. . 
All that reasoning, however, does not apply to the 
cage in hand. Ve have here the question of the name and business 


of a librery vhich loans or sells books to reeders who desire 


rn 


a certéin class of books. “hether the library is called by 
one nene or another, or whe ther it is owned by the plaintiffs, 
or by the defendent in this diao, oo HER no difference to 
trose desiring to use it, for they receive vhat they bargain 
for in either event, and the books sre not the product of the 


librarian. 


I have examines some of the exhibitr file? br the 
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president of the plaintiff corporations, in connection with 

her enewer to the cross-bill of the defendant, Stokes, end I am 
struci: with the fact appearing from those exhibits, that the 
vork of tke seid corporations does not seem to be very carefully 
carried on, beceuse in cross-defendant's exhibit No. 1, ex- 
tracts from the minutes of the Oriental Esoteric society are 
given, purporting to show the action of the trustees, in dis- 
missing the defendant, Stokes, and another member, from the 
Boerd of Trustees, and from the Society. These meetings were 
held, or purported to heve been held, on June 4, 1912, and July 
16, 1912, and the minutes show that there was not & quorum 
present of the trustees, and that the action which they undertook, 
was the ection of a minority of the trustees present, and by 
proxies from trustees who were ebsent. 

It is a general proposition, that directors or 
trustees cannot delerete the performance of their discretionsry 
duties which im-ly trust and confidence to a proxy, but that 
each director or trustee must ettend the meetings of the board, 
and act in person. 

The court does not feel called upon to ad qudicate the 
eufficiency os this action purporting to be by the trustees of the 
said serporation, bet only refers to it to show the uncertainty 
enc the absolute impossibility for the court to reach a — 
conclusion as to the merits of this case, with reference to the 
rirht of eitrer party to the library in question, or to the use 
of the name by which the 11brerz is now znovn. 

If the case was submitted now tor final decree, the 
court would feel obliged to dismiss the bill end the cross-bill, 
for want of evidence of the right or title to the library, and 
to the name used. 

If the hearing is confined to the rule to show cause 
why an injunction should not be printed, and a receiver appointed, 


end why the defendant should not turn over to the pleintiffs 
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their library business, and vh; he should not account to said 
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plaintiffs for the moneys received by him, as their librarian, 
the court would be obliged to discharge the rule for the same reasons. 
It is not clesr that the defendant is or vas the 
librarien of the plaintiffs, or either of them, or of the pre- 
decessor of the plaintiffs. The rule to show cause seems to i 
heve been vorded broad enough to dispose of the case on its E 
merits; but the only order thet seems proper at this time, in 
the absence of stipulation, is that the rule to show cause be 


discharged; end such will be thc order of the court. 


Justice. 
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